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Zaire government rejects rebel truce 

KINSHASA <Rl — Zaire said on Fridav ii did nut 
recognise a ceasefire called by rebels holding a large 
idUr'C of the country ■> eastern provinces. Interior Nlin- 
isier Kamanda Wa Kamanda io]d Reuters that Zaire 
jaw neighbouring Rwanda as the aggressor in the east 
and Kinshasa would continue to do all it could to 
recover lost territory. “We do not recognise this cease- 
fire. In this war we believe that die other side is the 
government of Rwanda and those who arc supporting 
Rwanda so we shall do cverv thing »n own means to 
recover our territory, he said, speakinc in English. 
"As far as the government is concerned' there are no 
negotiations to be envisaged wiih (hose who have 
attacked our country.’ he added (see related story on 
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Barzani met Saddam in Baghdad — Y.IO 

DL'B.Al (AFP i — Mossoud Barzani. leader of the KurdisLui 
Democratic Party (KDPi, met President Saddam Hussein in 
Baghdad last week, the Iraqi opposition <ud Friday. Hie Iraqi 
National Congress i INC i said the meeting took place Wednes- 
day and that Mr. Barzani visited Baghdad with two of his 
brothers. Sidad and Wajeeh, as well as his security chief K:trim 
Sinjari. President Saddam’s son Qusai, who is in charge of the 
president's personal security, also attended die talks and die 
Kurdish delegation returned to Salahuddin in Kurdish-held 
north Iraq on Thursday, the INC said in a statement received 
here. There wa** no confirmation of the report from the KDP. 
which has controlled northern Iraq together with the rival 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan iPUKl in defiance of Baghdad 
since the I99J Gulf war. President Saddam's forces intervened 
in nnnliem Iraq at the end of August u> help the KDP expel the 
Pl'K from the main Kurdish town of Erbil. On Wednesd.iv. 
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rejection of Israeli policy, says peace process in danger 

Information minister returns after four-day visit to Israel 


AMMAN l Agencies i — 
Serious differences have 
arisen between Jordan and 
Israel river a planned 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Hank. 
Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher said Fridav 
alter meeting Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

“1 have clarified the Jor- 
danian position regarding 
the .settlements and stressed 
that (his constituted a threat 
to the peace process." Dr. 
Muasher told Jordan Radio. 

"There are big differences 
between the Jordanian and 
Israeli perspectives on the 
issue of settlements." Dr. 
Muasher said after his 
meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu in West 
Jerusalem. 

Dr. Muasher returned 
home Friday after a four- 
day visit to Israel. 

Dr. Muasher’* remarks 
coincided with an Israeli 
government decision Fri- 
day to give tax breaks and 
generous grants to Jewish 
settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The decision will likely 
boost construction anil 
investment in the 144 set- 
tlements. The Palestinians 


have sharply opposed set- 
tlement expansion and 

warned it would lead to the 
collapse of M ideas! peace 
efforts. 

Dr. Muasher told Israel 
T\ Thursday that Jordan 
was corn ni it ted to working 
with Israel "to protect the 

achievements" of peace, 
but warned that Mr. 

Netanyahu's policies were 
endangering them. 

"There are certain poli- 
cies of the (Israeli) govern- 
ment thar are posing great 
dangers." he said. 

Dr. Muasher. who was 
Jordan’s first ambassador to 
Israel following the King- 
dom's 1994 peace treaty 
w ith the Jewish state, ciied 
the settlement expansion 
plans and the delays in 
implementing the Israel- 
Palestinian accords in par- 
ticular. 

Talks between Israel and 
the Palestinians on Israel’s 
withdrawal Drum the West 
Bank town of Hebron are 
deadlocked. 

Dr. Muasher Friday said 
he explained Jordan's posi- 
tion towards Israeli settle- 
ments and reiterated Jor- 
dan's views on the Israeli 
settlement activity. He said 
the construction of new set- 


tlements in Kas Al Amud 
area in Jerusalem, and an 
imminent Israeli cabinet 
decision to provide addi- 
tional facilities to (he settle- 
ment activity, pose a threat 
to the Arab- Israeli peace 
process. 

On his meetings with 
Israeli officials, Dr. 
Muasher said he stressed 
Jordan's keen interest and 
desire to work with ail 
peace-loving forces to push 
the peace process forward, 
and to block all attempts to 
abort the peace process. 

A statement issued by Mr. 
Netanyahu's office said the 
prime minister assured Dr. 
Muasher that Israel was 
still committed io the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

‘The Israeli government 
remains committed in the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians and respects 
the peace treaty signed with 
Jordan.” the statement said. 

"Israel is conscious of 
Jordan's need for stability 
and prosperity.” Mr. 
Netanyahu told Dr. Muash- 
er. according to the state- 
ment front his office. 

Dr. Muasher told opposi- 
tion Labour parliamentari- 
ans on Thursday: “h is for- 
bidden to take the peace 


treaty with Jordan for 
granted." according to 
Israel's him news agency. 

During his visit. Dr. 
Muasher also discussed the 
stalled peace process with 
tile top Palestinian official 
in Jerusalem, Faisal Hus- 
seini, at his home on Fri- 
day. Palestinian sources 
said. 

In a meeting on Wednes- 
day with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy. Dr. 
Muasher criticised settle- 
ment activity in Palestinian 
areas, saying Jordan was 
opposed to all construction 
of Jewish homes in the ter- 
ritories and East Jerusalem. 

Dr. Muasher was asked 
on Israel Channel Two tele- 
vision what he expected to 
say to Mr. Netanyahu 
when he met him on Fri- 
day. 

"I will tell him that we 
want to work with the 
Israeli government in order 
to protect the achievements. 
But I will also tell him that 
there are certain policies of 
the government that are 
causing great danger," he 
replied. 

"The peace situation is 
certainly in a great crisis." 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Arafat to visit Rome 

ROME i AFP) — Yasser 
Arafat will travel to Rome 
next Thursday to inaugurate 
an exhibition on the Palestin- 
ian city of Bethlehem, the 
Palestinian embassy said 
here. Entitled Bethlehem 
2,000. the exhibition covers 
projects to restore religious 
and historic monuments in 
the old town of Bethlehem in 
time to commemorate the 
2,000th anniversary of the 
birth of Christ. According to 
Nenier Hammad. head of the 
Palestinian delegation in 
Rome, Mr. Arafat will also 
attend a cunccrt for peace. 
Mr. Arafat last visited Italy in 
September when he met Ital- 
ian President Oscar Luigi 
ScaJfaro and Prime Minister 
Romano l*rodi. 

De Charette to meet 
Christopher in U.S. 

PARIS IAFP> — Foreign 
Minister Hcrve De Charette. 
at the heart of a row over an 
alleged snub to D.S. Secre- 
tary of Slate Warren Christo- 
pher. is to meet his L'.S. 
counterpan in Washington 
Monday, a spokesman said 
seeking to play down the 
spat. Mr. De Charette. 
accused of walking out dur- 
ing an official toast to mark 
Mr. Christopher’s retirement 
in Brussels (see page 5). is 
due to meet Mr. Christopher 
during a visit ;ls head ol u del- 
egation of "Friends ul 
Lebanon." a group devoted to 
rebuilding the war-shattered 
country. 

Germany to send 
troops to Bosnia 

BONN (AFP) — The Ger- 
man parliament voted over- 
whelmingly Friday to send 
■some 3,000 soldiers for the 
new peace stabilisation force 
in Bosnia. Deputies appro- 
ved the government plan by 
.499 votes to 93 in the Bun- 
destag. meaning that most 
social democrat opposition 
members backed the ruling 
Christian Union and Free 
Democrat parties. There were 
reservations among Green 
Party members, however. 
This will be the first time that 
German combat troops are 
stationed in Bosnia itself- 




Uday Hussein ‘recovering 
hunt is on for his assailants 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) 
— Uday Hussein, the 
eldest son of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, is 
recovering in a Baghdad 
hospital after he was shot 
and wounded while driving 
through the capital, official 
sources said Friday. 

Security forces mean- 
while hunted for the gun- 
men who shot and wounded 
Uday. 

"After escaping a cow- 
ardly attack (on Thursday). 
Delay's health is no cause 
for concern," the official Al 
Iraq newspaper said. 

Al Thuwra. newspaper of 
the ruling Buath Party, also 
.said that" Uday's life is not 
in danger. 

"We ore wishing for a 
quick recovery of Uday 
Saddam Hussein, victim of 
a cowardly attack,” Al 
Thawra said, quoting a 
.statement from a presiden- 
tial spokesman. 

Youth Television, which 
Is run by l-day Hussein 
himself, said Uday suf- 
fered "bullet wounds." 



Uday' Hussein 

A presidential spokesman 
said "Uday Saddam Hus- 
sein was the victim of a 
cowardly and treacherous 
attack at 7:00 p.in. (1600 
GMT) Thursday while he 
was driving in his car in the 
district of A I Mansur,” an 
upmarket area of central 
Baghdad. 

Uday. 33, was taken to a 
hospital in (he Iraqi capital 
where his condition is "not 
a cause for concern,” the 


spokesman said. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency (JNA) said Uday 
"was slightly injured." 

The presidential 

spokesman said an investi- 
gation had been launched 
into this “odious crime.” 

Although Youth TV 
spoke of a shooting, neither 
the presidential spokesman 
nor INA made any mention 
of how Uday was attacked 
nor his assailants. 

The motive for the attack 
was not immediately 
known, but Uday is regard- 
ed as a flamboyant and 
influential figure in Iraq’s 
complex clan politics with 
plenty of potential rivals — 
political, business and per- 
sonal. 

While Uday, a tall man 
with a neat black beard, 
holds no official state 
posts, he controls a media 
network and commercial 
empire. 

His formal roles include 
heading Iraq's Youth radio 

(Continued on page 7) 



PROTESTS IN KARACHI: An activist of a militant faction spreads burning lyres across the road in central Karachi un Fri- 
day. About 250 activists of the Sunni Tehrik (movement) launched their action in a commercial district to protest against the 
inclusion of a member of the Ahmadi religious sect in the Sindh provincial government. Angry young activists threw stones 
at the police and smashed about a dozen cars parked nearby but nu one was injured (Reuters photo i 


Israeli government 
decides to give more 
incentives to settlers 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
In a defiant move. Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's cabinet decid- 
ed Friday to give tax breaks 
and generous grants to Jew- 
ish settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Israel 
Radio reports said. 

The decision — made at 
a time when Israel’s rela- 
tions with the Palestinians 
are already at their tensest 
— means Israel will pump 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars into the settlements. 

The United States has 
said settlement construction 
hurts Mideast peace efforts. 
The Palestinians have 
warned that massive settle- 
ment expansion could pro- 
voke more violence. 

The cabinet decision 
came two days after sus- 
pected Palestinians killed a 
Jewish settler and her 12- 
year-old son in a West Bank 
drive-by shooting. Settler 
leaders said Mr. Netanyahu 
apparently was using the 
anger in Israel over the 
attack to move ahead with 
the controversial plan to 
give more money to the set- 
tlements. 

In Friday's session, the 
cabinet decided to assign 
the settlements un "A” pri- 
ority .status, making it more 
attractive for Israelis to 
move to the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

With “A" priority status, 
settlers will have to pay less 
income tax and business 


people will receive govern- 
ment grants equaling at 
least 20 per cent of their 
investment. 

Israel Radio reports said 
cabinet ministers engaged 
in a heated argument over 
where the money should 
come from to pay for the 
tax cuts and grams. Only 
Iasi week, the cabinet had 
voted to cut an additional 
S600 million from the 1997 
budget to help cut a grow- 
ing deficit. 

The radio reports said the 
cabinet was to decide on 
the funding later. 

The decision was sharply 
criticised by Israel’s dovish 
opposition. 

"1 don’t know w here lire 
government is going to find 
the money when it is carry - 
ing out such large-scale and 
painful budget cuts." said 
Avraham Shohut. who was 
finance minister in Israel's 
previous government 
"Now they have taken a 
decision which means 
pumping hundreds of mil- 
lions of shekels to the set- 
tlements." 

Moshe ShahaJ. a former 
police minister, warned (he 
new boo**t to settlements 
would send relations with 
the Arab World and the 
Palestinians into a last 
downward spin. "It means 
confrontation and a return 
to the cycle of violence." 
Mr. Shahal said. 

The settlements had "A" 
priority under the 1990- 


1992 hardline government 
of Yitzhak Shamir. When 
Yitzhak Rabin came to 
power in the summer of 
1992, he revoked the spe- 
cial status, except for sever- 
al settlements in the area 
around Jerusalem. At the 
same time, he curbed settle- 
ment construction to help 
pave the way for peace 
talks with the Palestinians. 

About 145.000 settlers 
Jive in the West Bank and 
Gaza, amid two million 
Palestinians. 

Mr, Netanyahu declared 
at the funeral on Thursday 
of two Jewish settlers killed 
by Palestinian gunmen near 
Ramallah in the West Bank 
that he would strengthen 
settlements despite Arab 
and international protests. 

Education Minister Zvu- 
lun Hammer of the Nation- 
al Religious Party said ear- 
lier approval of the finan- 
cial incentives by the 
Likud-led government 
elected last May would be 
the proper answer to 
Wednesday’s drive-by 
attack. 

"This is an internal reac- 
tion showing that"” settle- 
ment activity, as the gov- 
ernment has already 
declared, will be de\ el- 
oped." he (old Israel 
Radio. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser .Arafat said in Gaza 
on Thursday the addition of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Annan 
to be next 
U.N. chief 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — Kofi Annan of 
Ghana is certain of being 
elected the next U.N. chief" 
after France on Friday lift- 
ed its objections io the can- 
didacy of the U.N. under- 
secretary-general for 
peacekeeping, diplomats 
said. 

British Ambassador John 
Weston told journalists 
here that "we have consen- 
sus in the council to recom- 
mend to the General 
Assembly dial the next sec- 
retary-general should be 
Mr. Kofi Annan." the U.N. 
under secretary-general in 
charge of peacekeeping. 

"This is good result for 
Africa and for the U.N. 
organisation.” Mr. Weston 
added. 

The news came after the 
15-member Security Coun- 
cil held a further round of 
informal "straw polls" on 
the next U.N. chief. 

Until Thursday, when the 
vote was an unassailable 
14-1 in favour of Mr. 
Annan. France had held out 
against Mr. Annan for 
apparently politico-linguis- 
tic reasons after stating its 
preference for candidates 
from a francophone 
African country (see page 
5 1. 

The Security Council rec- 
omniends its selection of 
U.N. chief to the 185-mem- 
ber General Assembly for 
election. A formal vote in 
the council which would 
confirm the ".straw poll" 
result was expected to be 
held later, although no 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordanians divided over separation of executive and legislative authorities 


■This is the second part of a two-part article an iheongo- 
J (ftt* dehate in Jordan over whether to exclude Parliament 
\mcmbers from the executive authority. The first part 
[, appeared in the Dt c.Jl issue of the Jordan Tunes 


By Farida Salfiti 

Special h> the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians are 
divided on the viability of 
introducing a separation ol 
powers bem’een the legisla- 
tive and executive branches 
of government which 
would exclude parliamen- 
tarians from the Council ol 
Ministers. 

The debate over the issue 
intensified alter His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
in his Speech from the 
Throne 10 Parliament on 
Nov. 19 that a review of the 
current practice of includ- 


ing members of parliament 
in' the cabinet is needed. 
But this debate has thus far 
failed to bridge ihe gap 
between the opponents and 
proponents of the idea. 
Those who support a sep- 
aration of powers say it 
would lead to a more effec- 
tive government and oppo- 
nents argue that the per- 
ceived inefficiency of the 
current system is caused by 
abuse ol the principle and 
docs not reflect a deficiency 
in it. They say that it is too 
soon to judge the young 
democratic experiment of 
Jordan, insisting that no 


changes .should be intro- 
duced. 

Proponents of the separa- 
tion of powers believe it is 
necessary to enhance the 
system of checks and bal- 
ances and to render parlia- 
ment more capable of per- 
forming Us role as a watch- 
dog on the executive. 

Islamist Deputy Ham- 
mam Sa’id said the watch- 
dog role of Parliament had 
been compromised by ihe 
participation of deputies in 
the government. Those 
who hold both positions, he 
said, automatically endorse 
the government line, rarely 
challenging its policies and 
decisions. 

This, Dr. Sa’id told a 
local daily recently, "means 
that the deputies are not ful- 


filling the role assigned to 
them." 

Dr. Sa' id's views are 
echoed by centrist Deputy 
Furah Al Rabadi, who 
believes "a deputy-minister 
cannot debate in Parliament 
as a deputy should, and 
therefore the effectiveness 
of parliament is under- 
mined and weakened.” 

Dr. Rabadi's opposition to 
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the inclusion of deputies in 
the government also stents 
front his belief that if a 
politician holds legislative 
and executive posts simul- 
taneously, he would be 
prone to bias in drafting 
laws. Dr. Rabadi says that 
a large presence of deputies 
in government would 


ensure the executive (he 
necessary support to pass 
legislation in the form i( 
wants. 

Bui former minister and 
current member of the 
Upper House Ibrahim 
Izzcddine argues the cur- 
rent system should not be 
changed despite the short- 
coming he concedes it has. 

Mr. - Izzeddine. former 
minister of information and 
minister of state, says the 
inclusion of deputies in (he 
government will strengthen 
its performance because it 
injects it with politicians 
who are "close to the pulse 
of the people." 

"In the government we 
need both experts and rep- 
resentatives. If the govern- 
ment consists onlv of 


experts, in time you (end to 
get to a po'ition where you 
have glorified civil ser- 
vants. You need people 
who reflect the people to 
carry on the policies of gov- 
ernment. You need minis- 
ters who are close to the 
pulse ol' the people, close to 
the street." he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Mr. Izzedine stressed the 
need to have "a balance in 
government between 
expens and representa- 
tives.” 

"The democratic exercise 
in Jordan is new and it is 
loo early to judge it. It is 
best to keep it as is." he 
said. 

But "at this stage,” he 
said, "it should be under- 
stood that not more than 


half the members of Parlia- 
ment should serve as minis- 
ters as well.” 

Critics ol the current sys- 
tem also argue that parlia- 
ment is rendered less effec- 
tive as deputies eyeing a 
government post will use 
their powers as parliamen- 
tarians to achieve their per- 
sonal political ambitions of 
becoming ministers. 

"The deputy (who is seek- 
ing to become a minister) 
will have to curry favour 
wiih the government, and to 
await his turn in holding a 
portfolio" according to 
Senator Said Al Tal. Often 
politicians will run for par- 
liament only because they 
feel it is the quickest route 

(Continued on page 71 
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Arab World produces 
3 times more refugees 


than it absorbs — study 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
World produces three times 
more refugees than it 
absorbs, according to a 
study presented to a region- 
al conference on popula- 
tions here. 

“By the end of December 
1995, the Arab World had 
taken in nearly 58S,400 
non- Arab refugees while it 
drove to exile in neighbour- 
ing countries more than 

1.484.000 of. its own citi- 
zens."’ the study said. 

Abdul Hamid A1 Ouali, 
Middle East and South- 
West Asia legal advisor for 
the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). who prepared 
the study, said there were 

599.000 Iraqi refugees in 
Iran. 420.000 Somalis in 
Ethiopia and Kenya, and 

465.000 Sudanese in Ugan- 
da. Ethiopia. Kenya and the 
Central African republic. 

Sudan holds the record 
with 450.000 refugees on 
its territory in addition to 
nearly four million people 
displaced because of the 
civil war that has rocked 
the south of the country 
since 1983. 

But the largest concentra- 
tion of refugees in the Arab 
World is held by the Pales- 


tinians. who have been 
forced into exile by succes- 
sive Arab-IsraeLi wars since 
the creation of Israel in 
1948. 

Of a total of six million 
Palestinians two-thirds are 
considered refugees or dis- 
placed. 

The U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
in charge of Palestinian 
refugees estimated in June 
1995 that the number of 
Palestinians in its care at a 
total of 3,172.641. 

Of those. 1 .2 million were 
in Jordan. 517.412 in the 
West Bank. 6S3.560 in the 
Gaza Strip. 346,154 in 
Lebanon and 33S.308 in 
Syria. 

The number of Palestin- 
ian refugees outside the 
region covered by UNRWA 
was estimated at 516.724 
while 500,000 others were 
said to be in non-Arab 
countries. 

“The Arab region has 
been the most affected in 
the world by the phenome- 
na of forced population dis- 
placements.” Mr. Ouali said 
in the study presented at the 
Arab regional population 
conference (.Dec. 7-12) in 
Cairo. 

He linked this to “four 


key events": the Arab- 
israeli wars, the Algerian 
war. wars and consequent 
events in the Horn of Africa 
and the Gulf war. 

In 1990-1991. more than 
one million foreign workers 
fled Iraq and Kuwait. Twice 
as many Kurds escaped 
from northern Iraq and 
headed for Turkey or Iran 
in the spring of 1991 while 
800.000 Shiite Muslims 
left southern Iraq for Iran. 

"New practices which 
conformed more with the 
Arab-Muslim tradition of 
asylum" emerged after 
these population shifts with 
the help of the UNHCR, 
fund drives for refugees — 
namely in Bosnia — and 
the easing of immigration 
policies for asylum seekers. 

Mr. Ouali noted that Arab 
countries prefer to gener- 
ously treat refugees, often 
through foreign assistance, 
rather Than gram them asy- 
lum. 

In the case of the Pales- 
tinians. this is aimed at not 
giving Israel any excuse to 
get rid of the problem. 

In 1994 the 22- member 
Arab League adopted a 
convention on refugees but 
only Egypt has ratified it to 
date, the author said. 


Attack on Uday blow to Saddam 


DUBAI (AFP) — The attack which wounded 
President Saddam Hussein's eldest son Uday 
also struck a blow to the Iraqi government's 
stability, opposition members said Friday. 

Most opposition members said they believe 
Uday was targetted in a settling of scores with- 
in President Saddam’s extended family where 
Uday has many enemies, adding only clan 
members could know where he was and breach 
his security. 

But General Wafiq Samarrai. a former Iraqi 
intelligence chief who defected to Damascus 
in 1994. said the attack, carried out in the A1 
Manoura neighbourhood of Baghdad, was 
probably carried out -by an opposition group. 

An Iraqi opposition member in London, 
Mohammad Bahr Ulum, said Baghdad’s 
"quick” announcement of the attack could 
mean "Uday was seriously wounded or that 
oitddam Hussein is preparing an unprecedent- 
ed revenge" against the gunmen. 

Another opposition member in London. 

' .ohammad Abdel Jabbar. said "Uday is 
viewed as the strongman in Baghdad after his 
lather, and (the attack) is the result of conflicts 
• iihin the family." 

"Hitting i Uday) endangers Saddam's 
legime." said Abdul Jabbar. a spokesman for 
the opposition Iraqi National Council. 

"Uday personally led the attacks that killed 
his brother-in-law Hussein Kamal Hassan (in 
February ) and wounded in August 1995 his 
uncle Waiban" Al-Takriii. said Mr. Abdul Jab- 
bar. 

Taking revenge against the son of the Iraqi 
president "is perfectly normal. It did not sur- 
prise us." 

Mr. Bahr Ulum said the "attackers can only 
be from within the family, whose members are . 
: n permanent conflict to control the country’s 
wealth." 

"The family controls the country's resources 


and is the only one to benefit from the resump- 
tion of oil exports" under the oil-for-food deal 
with the United Nations which came into effect 
on Tuesday. Mr. Bahr Hum said. 

It has u grip over the companies which will 
import and distribute the food and medicine 
under the deal, despite a massive monitoring 
system set up by the United Nations, he said- 

Mr. Bahr Ulum and Mr. Abdul Jabbar said 
they had no details on the circumstances of the 
attack. But Gen. Samarrai said he had infor- 
mation that several gunmen ambushed Uday's 
car. . 

His visit to A1 Mansur could have been fore- 
seen since he travels there regularly to raeei 
women, he said, adding it was not necessary to 
be a member of the family to launch the attack. 

"Uday is part of the regime and is an impor- 
tant symbol and any attack against him 
amounts to a hostile act against the govern- 
ment,'' Gen. Samarrai said. 

"Uday has given himself the prerogatives of 
the president He summons ministers, fires 
them or blames them without restraint" he 
said. 

"Many unhappy Iraqis believe Uday is his 
father's successor and don’t like this idea. 
Attacking him could mean they want to elimi- 
nate the regime." he said. 

Uday has no government position and was 
dismissed two months ago as head of "Sad- 
dam's fedayeen." a para-mi litary group set up 
in 1 994 to provide another ring of security for 
the president Gen. Samarrai said. 

But Iraqi sources said Uday continued lo 
head the unit. 

Other Iraqi sources, contacted from Amman, 
said five gunmen who ambushed Uday man- 
aged to escape. Among those arrested were 200 
members of a Republican Guard elite unit 
apparently under suspicion, they said. 

There was no claim for the attack. 
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YEAR THROUGH PICTURES: An Israeli soldier walks past the silhouette of aji orthodox Jewish man begging for 
alms for his religious institution above an underground passageway in West Jerusalem. This picture was among the 
hundreds that Reuters is releasing in a batch of ‘'the year through pictures* marking the end of 1996 1 Reuters photo) 


18 dead in Mogadishu battle 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Rival militiamen were 
fighting a pitched battle in 
south Mogadishu Friday, 
with the toll around 1:00 
p.m. (1000 GMT) at least 
IS dead, witnesses said. 

Eleven of the dead were 
civilians, some hit by stray 
rounds far from the fight- 
ing, they said. 

The fighting began in the 
middle of the night, pitting 
the militiamen of Musse 
Sudi Yalahow. who holds 
the enclave of Medina, and 
those of Osman Hassan Ali 
“Ato." who holds another 
section of south Mogadishu 
against the militiamen of 
warlord Hussein Moham- 
mad Aideed. 

It was in Medina that 
Aideed’s father. General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 
was fatally wounded in a 
battle on July 24. He died 
on August 1. 

Mr. Yalahow told journal- 
ists his men had captured a 
•‘technical" pick-up truck 


with a 23-mm anti-aircraft 
gun mounted on the tray. 

Aideed’s supporters 
acknowledged that the 
vehicle had been disabled, 
but said it was under their 
protection in no-man ’s- 
land. 

Mr. Yalahow told 
reporters that seven of his 
militiamen had been killed, 
but neither the Ato or the 
Aideed faction gave their 
casualty figures. 

Colonel Ahmed Wars am e 
"Seer.” one of Aideed’s top 
commanders, said his mili- 
tiamen had withdrawn ‘ for 
tactical reasons," but 

vowed to recapture the lost 
ground within 24 hours. 

The militiamen were 
using artillery guns, 

recoilless rifles, rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades and heavy 
machine-guns. 

Somalia has been rulked 
by warlords since the over- 
throw of dictator Moham- 
mad Siad Bane in 1991 
after a bloody civil war. 


Israel signs deal to maintain 
Nigeria’s ’flying coffins’ 


LAGOS (AFP) — Israeli 
engineers will maintain the 
fleet of Nigeria Airways 
planes in a hid to reduce an 
accident rate which has led 
one Nigerian official to 
describe aircraft as “flying 
coffins." sources said Friday. 

Israeli diplomatic sources 
said Israel Aircraft Industries, 
the state’s biggest defence 
and aeronautics firm, has 
recently signed a contract 
with the Nigerian national 
earner, notably with regard to 
the maintenance of its six 
Boeing 737 airliners. 

Raphael Harlev, the former 
head of El Al. the Israeli 
national airline, and ex- 
deputy commander of (he 
Israeli air force, is currently 
in Nigeria for a seminar on 
civil aviation. 

On Nov. 7. a Boeing 727 
owned by the Nigerian ADC 
airline company crashed in 
marshland near Lagos killing 
all 142 passengers and crew 


aboard in the fifth fatal air- 
craft accident in the country 
in less than two years. 

On Nov. 13 last year, a 
Nigeria Airways Boeing 737 
with more than 100 passen- 
gers and crew on board 
crashed on landing in the 
northern city of Kaduna, 
killing 50 and injuring more 
than 40 people. 

Details of that accident 
were never officially con- 
firmed. The deadly series of 
crashes, generally blamed on 
the old age of Nigerian air- 
craft and poor maintenance, 
led former Aviation Minister 
General Nsikak Eduok to 
describe planes in service in 
the West African country as 
"flying coffins.” 

Nigeria and Israel reestab- 
lished diplomatic relations in 
1992. Like many other , 
African countries. Nigeria 1 
’ broke off ties following the 
Israeli-Arab war of Ocl ' 
1973. . 


Tehran welcomes court ruling on case against U.S. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran praised the International Court of 
Justice on Friday for agreeing to rule on a conflict between 
the United States and the Islamic republic dating back to 
the late 1980s. 

“What you did was an act to preserve the integrity and 
value of the judicial system for the entire world ” Chief 
Justice Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi. referring to the U.N. 
coun, said at weekly Muslim prayers at Tehran University. 

Mr. Yazdi urged the world court to “try not to be influ- 
enced by political issues” during its investigation of the 
case, "for the sake of a fair trial ” 

The International Court of Justice declared itself compe- 
tent Thursday to rule in a conflict opposing Iran and the 
United Stares over the destruction by U.S. warships of three 
Iranian oil rigs. 

The U.N. court ruled by 14 votes against two “to enter- 
tain the claims of Iran.” U.S. Judge Stephen Schwebel and 
Japan’s Judge Shigeru Oda voted against taking on the 
case. 

Iran, which filed the complaint, said the court should rule 


in the case in accordance with a 1954 friendship treaty 
between Washington and Tehran under which the two sides 
are to settle their conflicts before the court. 

While the United States admitted that there had been a 
violation of international law. it added that the matter had 
nothing to do with the friendship treaty. 

In laFe 1987 and early 198S. during the Iran-Iraq conflict. 
U.S. warships destroyed three Iranian oil platforms in the 
Gulf. 

Washington claimed that these platforms served as bases 
for military operations against international assets based in 
the Gulf. 

Iran, however, said the destructions were not justified and 
that the United States intended to cause “maximum dam- 
age” to the Iranian economy, “in contradiction with the 
1954 treaty.” 

The court ruled Thursday that the friendship treaty 
extended to other matters than trade, and therefore Iran's 
bid was legitimate. No opening date has been set for the 
trial. 


Rafsanjani 
to visit 
Turkey 


ANKARA AFP) — Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani is to make an offi- 
cial visit to Turkey next 
week, the foreign affairs 
ministry announced here Fri- 
day. 

The ministry said Mr. Raf- 
sanjani would hold talks with 
Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel and Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan, who 
l eads a coalition government 
dominated by his ‘Islamic 
Welfare Party. 

Iran's vice-minister for for- 
eign affairs. Aladdin Bmjer- 
di, was in Ankara on Monday 
to prepare the ground for the 
visit and for discussions on 
the security of the countries’ 
common border. 

Turkish diplomatic sources 
said border security would 
figure on the agenda of the 
Demirel-Rafsanjani talks. 

Turkey ' has repearedly 
accused Iran of harbouring 
outlawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) rebels seeking 
to establish a homeland in 
southeastern Turkey, and 
doing nothing to prevent reg- 
ular cross-border incursions. 

Unlike his predecessors, 
the Islamist Evbakan has 
sought closer relations with 
Iran since his election last 
June, against the wishes of 
Washington which accuses 
Tehran of nurturing 
international terrorism. 

Mr. Erbakan visited Iran in 
August, during which he 
signed a gas contract worth 
$20 billion over 30 years. 

Washington, has demanded 
that Ankara drop the accord, 
which Turkey says is crucial 
to its energy requirements. 
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Officer defends army 


A high-ranking Turkish 
army officer warned Muslim 
fundamentalists Friday not to 
try to overturn the expulsion 
of 69 officers, mostly 
accused of having Islamist 
links. • • 

til The - senior '.officer, who 
^v,as not identified, was wide- 
ly quoted in the media 
defending the controversial 
decision by the high military 
council. 

The ruling was signed into 
effect by Mr. Erbakan, but 
sparked a furious reaction 
from members of his party 
who said they would seek to 
have it appealed. 

“Followers of the Sharia 
who are trying to destroy the 
Republic of Turkey, and 
those who are trying to upset 
the hierarchy and discipline 
of the army, are striving in 
vain,” the officer said. 

He said the army had 
“cleaned its house” in 
expelling the officers, who 
“were supported by Muslim 
fundamentalist circles.” 

The army sees itself as the 
guarantor of Turkey's secular 
status since the republic was 
founded in 1923. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 The Adventures of Mick- 
ey and Donald 

14:30 Cirque 

15:00 Doc. — La France Aux 
Mille Villases 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


04:35 Rome (AZ) 

06:30 London (KJ) 


1 15:30. 
16:00 . 


16:30. 


17:00. 


17:02 . 


17:15. 

....Drama — Blue Heelers 

18-00 


19:00 


19-1^ 


19:30 . 

News Headlines 

19J5 

Wider 

Comedy — Something 

20:00 

_Doc, — Gardens of 

the World 

20:30 


21:10 


22:00. 

-News in English 

22:25 Bestseller — Devicesand 
Desires 

23:15 

Feature Film: “Victoria Vic- 


tnna 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:00.... 


ro«r» 


11:30 .. 


14;14 

‘Asr 

16:37 

Maghreb 

18:00. 



Tel. 637440. 

De laSafle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazareoe Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
6 14 190. 


ate. and seas calm. 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Rainfall is expected at intervals 
with skies partly cloudy to cloudy 
and winds northwesterly moder- 
ate. On Sunday, stable weather 
conditions will prevail with tem- 
peratures rising gradually. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly moder- 


MioTMax. temp. 

Amman — 06/1 1 

Aqaba — 1 1/21 

Deserts 05/15 

Jordan Valley 10/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: Amman 95 per cent 
Aqaba 44 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dn Mukhles Halaseh S 19220 

Dr. RuhiSakkar .856157 

Dn FadlAIKhatib 86SJ56 

Dn Yousef AJ Faqih ...7901 04 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

N^jib pharmacy S47632 

IRBfl): 

Dr. GhaziTa 4 anuieh.„. .250080 

Al Quds pharmacy t^—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. IssaAl Omari >901266 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 


- - 6611 II 

C3v0 Defence Immediate Rescue 

,630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ... JW 
Rescue Police 192. 62 1 1)1. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

’ 630321 

Hotel Complaints ,605800 

Price Complaints .661 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 i I 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Re pans __623I01 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 

661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

S 1561 5 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
532D0 

Queen .Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 


Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

.644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital ..66913 1 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher HospitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AI-AhlLAbdaii 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajrecn 

777101/3 

Al-Bashic, J. Ashrafieh 

- - .775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

AmqJ Hospital -.,674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

-.-.{09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

-....(09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital ....(09)986732 
AI Hikam Modern Hospital 

.{09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A) Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ ) informal ii >n 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(98)53200 where it .should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 Colombo (RJ) 

11:45 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJl 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

15:55 London (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 Berlin (RJ) 

18:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

19:35 Vienna (RJ) 

65:35 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:40 ...Muscat. Abu Dhabi (CFj 

15:05 — Vienna (OS) 

18:15 Dubai. Damascus ( EK i 

21:00 Paris. Damascus (AFi 

22 JO - Limaca (O') 

22:25 Beirut (ME) 

22*35 .Cairo (MS) 

23:40 ..Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 


23:50 London (KJ I 

01:00 -London. Damascus (BA) 

03:45 Rome (AZ) 

06:20 — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0930 Aqaba (RW) 

1835 Sharm AJ Sheikh (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:10 Berlin: (add) iRJ) 

KhflO Jakana Abu Dhabi laddnRJ) 

Ur05^ Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 ...Amsterdam. New York iRJj 

1*550 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

*2:00 Gerifeva. Madrid (RJ ) 

*2:15 London (RJ) 

*2:15 .......... .Cairo (RJ) 

13:30 — feddah (add) (RJj 

30:00 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 

20:W Bombay IRJ) 

20-415 Riyadh. Dhahrnn (RJj 

2*k20 Lamaca (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

-* 1 ®® Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22:55 -....Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus, Amsterdam 
IKL) 

03:00. Beirut. Athens (OA) 

O 7100 .....Beirut (ME) 

13:30 ..Abu Dhabi. Bahrain fGF) 

,5t5u - Vienna (OS) 

J 9lls - Dubai (EK) 

-Lamaca (CYi 

*=?> - Cairo, MS, 

-3:55 ..Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (AF) 
00:40 -Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW, Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (RW) 


ffljAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 a an. every 
Monday 

A it. Damascus 5:00 pjn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 aan. evoy 
Sunday 
Ait. Amman 5rf)0 pjit every 
Sunday 


MARKET PRTCRS 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 



700/500 

Banana .550/550 

Banana (imported) 85 (WOO 

Cabbage 70/50 

Carrot 270/150 

Cauliflower. 110/80 

Cucumber (large.) 100/80 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant 150/80 

Gadic 800/550 

Grapes _..500/35€, 

Grape fruit ...16(W00 

Lemon 400/200 

Marrow (large) 80(40 

Marrow (small) 140/100 

Onion (green) „180/120 

Onion (dry, 18IW20 

Orange .........580/400 

Pepper (hot) 250(150 

Pepper (sweet) 250/150 

Potato ,..290/170 

Spinach 13000 

String Bean. 400/350 

Tomato 140/100 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 14, 1996 
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Engineers 

increased 


gain ally in drive for 
allowances, benefits 
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By Odeh Odeh 

Speritil the Jordan limes 
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AMMAN — The Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEAj had gained a irade 
association ally in its bai- 
de to get allowance and 
benefit*" improvements, 
agreed io between the 
jfiA and the government, 
implemented. 

Joining the JEA drive, 
the Jordan Agricultural 
Engineers Association 
<JA£A> Friday 

announced that its mem- 
bers support demands to 
implement the agreement 
by Dec. IS in a memoran- 
dum, signed by the two 
parties last October. 

In the memorandum the 
government had agreed to 
grant professional and 
udier allowances to engi- 
neers employed by the 
ministries of Education 
and Higher Education, as 
well as the Telecommuni- 
cations Training College. 

The government also 
pledged to introduce 
amendments to the Civil 
Service Commission’s 
regulations pertaining to 
the appointment of engi- 
neers in the public sector. 

Meeting under the 
chairmanship of its presi- 
dent Hasson Juber. the 
IAEA's general assembly 


said that it authorised the 
JEA to take whatever 
measures it finds neces- 
sary to ensure the imple- 
mentation of the memo- 
randum signed on Oct IS. 

The JEA general assem- 
bly. at its own meeting on 
Thursday chaired by its 
president. Laith Shbcilat. 
said that it is giving the 
government until Dec. 18 
to execute Lite eight- point 
memorandum of under- 
standing. 

If the government fails 
in its promise, the JEA 
said, the engineers would 
resort to what they called 
an escalation of the situa- 
tion. This, the JEA said, 
could include sit-ins. 

The engineers are Jem- 
danding in particular that 
those JEA members 
working for the public 
sector be given the 
promised professional 
allowance as stipulated in 
the agreement. 

Minister of Public 
Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Mujuli had 
promised to initiate mea- 
sures to address any 
grievances and com- 
plaints made by ihe engi- 
neers concerning these 
allowances and also to 
alter contracts for per 
diem engineers to perma- 
nent contracts. 


Mr. Majali and Minister 
of Administrative Devel- 
opment Kama! Nasser 
had agreed to form a com- 
mittee to work in con- 
junction with the govern- 
ment to achieve those 
objectives. 

JEA Vice President 
Hosni Abu Ghida said the 
engineers have given the 
government sufficient 
time to prove its credibili- 
ty and respond to the 
engineers demands, 
repealing that the govern- 
ment had promised imple- 
mentation in three months 


time. 

He announced that the 
general assembly has 
decided to .send a eable to 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein calling on him to 
instruct the government to 
put the memorandum into 
force, and another cable 
t»i Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kahariii request- 
ing that the government 
adopt an appropriate 
mechanism for the imple- 
mentation of that memo- 
randum. 

The engineers said that 
they will hold an open 
meeting after Dec. IS in 
order to examine the situ- 
ation in light of the gov- 
ernment's response. 


Human rights organisation calls for the 
establishment of an investigative authority 
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AMMAN (J.T. ) — The Jordanian Society 
for Human Rights {JSHRj Friday called 
for turning the audit and inspection 
bureau, established in March 1996. into a 
fully-fledged ombudspersons bureau with 
legal and administrative authority. 

In a statement marking the 4SUi anniver- 
sary of the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights, the organisation stressed 
the need for creating an f ombudspersons 
office, stating that the 1 991 national charter 
provided for the establishment of such u 
bureau, which would receive and investi- 
gate complaints regarding potential human 
rights violations. 

The statement stressed the need for 
researching some of the legal provisions 
which, they say. contravene human rights 
and public freedoms, including the Prisons 
Law, the Anti-Crime Law', the Civil Statute 
Law. the Penal Code and the Press and Pub- 
lications law. 

It also called for convening a national 
conference to discuss and approve major 
principles for future election laws. 

The JSHR also requested that Parliament 
and the government urgently act to develop 


a law protecting the rights of children. 

Apart from Jordan’s ratification of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and 
recommendations made by several sym- 
posia regarding human rights, the state- 
ment maintained that such a law, is essen- 
tial due to increasing child rights viola- 
tions. 

It also affirmed the need to launch a 
large-scale campaign in cooperation wjth 
other international human rights organisa- 
tions to ensure the release of 5.600 Pales- 
tinian prisoners from Israeli jails. 

The JSHR states its purpose as seeking to 
promote and protect human rights, con- 
tribute to developing legislation to ensure 
respect for human rights in accordance with 
Jordan’s commitment to human rights 
treaties and conventions, provide assis- 
tance to those who are treated in a manner 
contravening human rights, carry out 
research and studies on the national state of 
human rights, prepare periodic reports, 
promote awareness of human rights princi- 
ples and enhance ties of cooperation 
between Jordanian and international human 
rights organisations. 
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Plans 
under way 
for forest 


project 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Afforestation Department 
of the Ministry uf Agri- 
culture Friday plans*' to 
plant 30,000 dunums of 
land plus an uddliunai 326 
kilometres of roadside 
land with trees next year. 

In a statement saying 
that it has already dug 
most of the holes in which 
to plant the tree saplings, 
the department said (hat 
as pari of the national priv 
gramme of “greening Jor- 
dan,” the planting will he 
carried our in the coming 
three months. 

Mou.su Ahhadi, an agri- 
cultural engineer and the 
department director, said 
that in 1996, the depart- 
ment planted trees on 
18.08K dunums and has 
prepared to plant more on 
another 10,000 dunums 
this winter. 

He said ’he govern- 
ment's nurseries produced 
amund eight million tree 
saplings of different 
types, half of which will 
be distributed this winter 
to government depart- 
ments, municipal coun- 
cils. universities, the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces and 
private citizens free of 
charge. 

Referring u> the coun- 
try’s present forests, Mr. 
Abbadi said about 

675.000 dunums can be 
considered forested areas, 
but there arc plans for 
annual plantation of up to 

30.000 dunums. 

In addition, he said there 
are plans to create pasture 
lands on 300,000 dunums, 
mainilv in the hadi a 
regions to boost livestock 
breeding. 

Fur (997, he said, that 
means making pasture 
lands out of 20,000 
dunums in the badia. 

According to Mr. Abba- 
di, the department has 
presented a gift of half a 
million forest tree 
saplings to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNAj 
to be planted this winter 
and plans to provide citi- 
zens in Jordan with any 
quantities of trees to he 
planted in their gardens 
and fields on Arbor Day, 
Jan. 15. 


Refugee services will not be affected by 
budget coping measures — UNRWA 


iiy Ghulia Alul 
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AMMAN — The quality of 
the United Nations Relict 
and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) service* offered 
to Palestinian refugees will 
not he affected by any mea- 
sures that the agency will 
take to cope with ils budget 
deficit. UNRWA Secretary 
General Peter Hansen 
Thursday said in a press 
conference following a 
meeting for donor countries 
here on Wednesday. 

"We must no longer com- 
promise Ihe quality of what 
we deliver bur maintain 
{this quality} in the areas 
which count most tor 
refugees.- said Mr. Hansen 
referring to the basic ser- 
vices the agency provides 
to refugees, which include 
health and education ser- 
vices as well as social wel- 
fare programmes. 

Tile UNRWA official 
described as satisfactory 
Wednesday "s meeting of 
donor countries, saying that 
S13U million was pledged 
for 1997. 

The meeting, which was 
attended by delegates rep- 
resenting 24 governments, 
the European Commission 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority, was a follow- 
up to a conference held last 
week in New York where 
donors pledged SI 33 mil- 
lion to the UNRWA $362 
million huduct. 


HRH Crown Prince Has- 
*an. w In i inaugurated the 
meeting, warned that the 
agency's budget deficit 
threatened its ability tx» pro- 
vide essential services to 
refugees. 

"The abrupt cut in 
UNRWA's operations 
would shift the responsibil- 
ity to host governments, 
which are not prepared to 
handle this costly and addi- 
ikmal burden." the Prince 
-.aid. 

Mr. Han-cti said the 
largest contributor was Lhe 
United States which 
pledged £70 million, 
adding dial sonic of the 
donating countries have 
increased their contribu- 
tions "at a time when other 
international organisations 
have been receiving fewer 
contributions." 

"But this dues not mean 
that the agency’s future is 
secure. UNRWA's income 
will not match the growth 
in expenditure as the 
refugee population, in all 
areas of operation, is 
increasing faster than the 
revenues.... and our needs 
are greater than our 
resources." 

Japan pledged £15 mil- 
lion, Norway £13 million. 
Sweden £20 million, 
Kuwait $1.5 million and 
Saudi Arabia pledged SI. 2 
million. 

Mr. Hansen stressed that 
if the “wealthy” Arab coun- 
tries increased their contri- 


butions by 15 per cent, the 
agency would not sutler 
any budget deficits. 

Although some of the 
donor countries are not 
very much involved in the 
region, such as Japan and 
Scandinavian countries, 
they stiM feel that "this is a 
humanitarian responsibility 
that they should shoulder. 
Mr. Hansen said, adding, 
“if that attitude were to be 
adopted in the region and 
Southeast Asian, we would 
not have a deficit at all.” 

He added that he will v isit 
the countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
iGCCj in February and try 
to persuade them to 
increase their contributions 
by 15 per cent. 

The European Union 
signed a three- year com- 
mitment with UNRWA 
which entails a tour to five 
per cent annual increase in 
their contribution sum. Mr. 
Hansen said. 

A number of countries 
such as Britain. France and 
Italy have not yet 
announced their pledges 
due to constitutional proce- 
dures they must undertake 
before remitting their con- 
tributions io UNRWA, he 
added. 

Mr. Hansen described 
UNRWA plans to restruc- 
ture its administration as 
part of the agency’s efforts 
to cut down the budget 
deficit. He did not elabo- 
rate. 


He reviewed some of the 
agency's concerns, such as 
the exchange rate Syria 
offers UNRWA. He said 
that Syria, one of the 
agency’s host countries, 
gave UNRWA a low 
exchange rate for the dollar 
this year which, he stated, 
cost the agency a loss of 
about £7 million. 

*i could simply not 
believe that a host country 
with a commitment towards 
a humanitarian organisa- 
tion, which is doing its best 
to provide services to its 
refugee population.” would 
offer such a low rale, said 
Mr. Hansen. 

"I'm convinced that it 
i the offering of this low 
exchange rate) is a mistake 
and that this mistake will be 
corrected before the 
refugees suffer.” 

Another problem. Mr. 
Hansen said, is the block- 
ade Israel is imposing on 
Palestinians, which has 
negativ ely affected 

UNRV ictivities. 

ix e raised this 
proi-n. i very strongly with 
the Israeli government, as 
well as with donor coun- 
tries ... and v.e hope they 
get the message.” he said. 

In its five areas of opera- 
tion. UNRWA provides ser- 
vices to about 3.2 million 
Palestinian refugees 

through 22.000 staff mem- 
bers. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Education minister briefs department heads 


AMMANt Petra) — Education Minister Munther Masri. who heads the Jubilee School steering committee. Friday briefed 
directors of education at the various govcmoraies as well as ministry department heads as to the philosophy and objec- 
tives of the school as well as the admission policy at the school. The meeting was attended by Inarn Mufti, the Queen’s 
advisor and deputy executive director of Noor A1 Hussein Foundation as well us Executive Director Ibrahim Badran. 


Kabariti to meet with Tunisian prime minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and his Tunisian counterpart Homed Qaraw'i will chair a meet- 
ing of the Joint Higher Jordanian Tunisian Committee tomorrow which will discuss scopes of bilateral cooperation in all 
fields, particularly economic and commercial. The two sides will also discuss Arab and regional issues of common con- 
cern. 


Accountancy conference to convene in 1997 

AMMAN t Petra l — Under the patronage of HRH Crown Prince Hassan. the National Conference on Accountancy in 
(he Age of Economic Globalisation, is slated to convene on June 4. 1997. The conference, which is organised by the 
Jordan Accounting Society HAS), will last for two days and discuss the profession of accountancy as practised in the 
Kingdom and its role in economic development. 


Organisation urges cessation of wildlife trafficking 


By Christina Schiegl 
Special to the Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — The encour- 
agement of Arab countries 
to participate in the con- 
vention of endangered 
species as well as promot- 
ing the reduction of traffic 
in endangered species, were 
the major themes which 
emerged from the recent 
three-day Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Rom 
(CITES). 

Head of Research and 
Survey Department of the 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature 
tRSCN; Adrian Budieri 
described these and other 
aspects of the conference to 
the Jordan Times Wednes- 
day. 

CITES, he said, is a tool 
to protect endangered 
species, formally estab- 
lished in 1973 by the Unit- 
ed Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), and 
signed by Jordan in 1979. 

The Kingdom, he con- 
firmed, was the first .Arab 
country to sign the agree- 
ment and the requested sig- 
natures of other countries 
are being looked upon as a 
major step towards the 
implementation of conser- 
vation measures in the Mid- 
dle East. 

f The meeting also covered 
illegal traffic of endangered 
species for w'hich, in many 
cases, Jordan serves as a 
transit point, Mr. Budieri 
grated, affirming that such 
iUicit actions seem to be on 
ihe increase. 

“It is very difficult to con- 
&ol [this kind of] criminal 
practice, as custom officers 
at the border are not trained 
in species identification ” 


he explained. 

According io a national 
report presented at the 
meeting, at least 13 cases of 
smuggling raptors through 
borders shared between 
Jordan. Syria and Iraq, 
w ere documented fast year. 

The report also faulted a 
recently approved environ- 
mental law for not clearly 
stipulating the issue of 
trade in endangered 

wildlife, buih in Jordan as 
well as on regional and 

global levels. thereby 

weakening legal recourse in 
combating illegal wildlife 
trade. 

Jordan is currently seen as 
the geographical centre of 
the Arab World in the traf- 
ficking of endangered 

plants and animals from 
Europe. East Asia and the 
Gulf countries. Mr. Budieri 
said. 

“This is particularly acute 
in the cases of raptors, like 
falcons, w hich are exported 
mainly from Iraq and Syria 
to lhe Gulf States for fal- 
conry.’’ he added. 

Many of Lhe trafficked 
animals are listed not only 
on the CITES Convention 
as highly endangered 
species but jJso under oilier 
conservation conventions 
such as the Biodiversity 
Convention and the Red 
Data Book of Endangered 
Wildlife, published by the 
International Union tor the 
Conservation of Nature, 
Mr. Budieri stressed. 

It is very hard for Jordan 
to implement the conven- 
tion on a regional level due 
to the relatively small num- 
ber of Middle Eastern 
countries, joining the 
CITES convention,” Mr. 
Budieri said without speci- 
fying W'hich countries have 
joined and which have 



Dr. Das, the Indian delegate, gives a presentation of Iiis country's national report on 
the endangered species situation. From left to right: Dr. Das, Jack Pernny, delegate of 
CITES, Adnan Budieri from Ihe Jordanian CITES Management Authority and 
Hideki Tsubata, representative of the CITES Standing Committee (lTmlo by Christi- 
na Schlegl ) 


declined. 

It is well known, he con- 
tinued, that illegal wildlife 
traffic is conducted 
between countries which 
have not signed the conven- 
tion, as thus they are not 
impelled to follow its regu- 
lations. 

In Jordan's national 
report, presented Monday, 
the Kingdom urged the 
Asian CITES communities 
as well as non-signamry 
countries to support the 
country’s drive to strength- 
en implementation of the 
convention in tlte region 
and specifically address 
what they titled as “existing 
loopholes” in rhe regulation 
of local and global trade ol 
endangered species. 

"Jordan has already con- 


tacted certain Middle East- 


ern countries t«> encourage 
them to join the CITES 
community anil has offered 
technical help in imple- 
menting the convention 
| should these countries opt 
to join I" Mr. Budieri stal- 
ed. 

A first concrete result of 
such efforts is the establish- 
ment of relations between 
Jordan and Yemen, he con- 
tinued. 

Mr. Budieri funher 
emphasised that Yemen has 
since sent several conserva- 
tionists to Jordan in order to 
analyse different conserva- 
tion issues, such as public 
awareness, research, estab- 
lishment and management 
of protected areas, and, he 
stated, these have demon- 


straled Yemen’s inclination 
to sign the convention. 

Another positive sign was 
the first- time participation 
of three countries: 
Lebanon. Oman and 
Yemen, he axMed. 

He acknowledged that 
“Ji.id.in is wolfed about 
enu angered species trade 
and feels that the decision- 
making process to deter- 
mine appropriate preven- 
tion measures is taking 
more time than it should.” 
The convention's results 
will be submitted within a 
week, Mr. Budieri stated. 

However, he added that 
the delegates have decided 
on the issues to be submit- 
ted to the next convention, 
scheduled to he held in 
Zimbabwe in 1997. 
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QOING QN 


CHRISTMAS PLAY 


LECTURE 


* “The Star of Hope” ufihe Church of the 
Redeemer, Jabal Amman. First Circle at 
7:30 p.m. (Tel. 615790). 


BOOK DISCUSSION 


* Lecture by Indonesian artists panic i- 
paiing in the exhibition “Modem Indone- 
sian An, from Script to Abstraction" at the 
Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts at 
6:00 p.m. (Tel. 630- 12S). 


* A discussion of newly published books 
by critic Christian Douniii at the Amman 
Bookshop. Third Circle at 6:00 p.m. 


CHRISTMAS SHOW 

* "Special show and sale of Christmas 
crafts at the Jordan Crafts Centre (Alaydii. 
Jabal Amman. Second Circle (Tel. 
644555), until Dec. 31. 
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4 World News 


Serb opposition could agree 
to new general elections 


BELGRADE (AFP) — The 
Serbian opposition is ready 
to accept new general elec- 
tions under international 
supervision to end nearly 
four weeks of its power 
struggle with President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, opposi- 
tion leader Vuk Draskovic 
said Friday. 

It is the first time the 
opposition has raised the 
possibility of new polls 
since authorities cancelled 
municipal elections on Nov. 
17 when it won control of 
15 of the country's IS major 
cities and towns. 

“We are ready to accept 
new local elections and 
Serbian and federal (Yugo- 
slav) elections under demo- 
cratic conditions.” said Mr. 
Draskovic. Those condi- 
tions had to include a free 


media and rhe presence of 
international monitors. 

“We can accept this now. 
But President Slobodan Mi- 
losevic is nor ready to do 
this.” he added. 

Mr. Draskovic is president 
of the Serbian renewal 
movement, one of the main 
parties in the loose opposi- 
tion coalition together. 

The last legislative elec- 
tions were held on Nov. 3. 
two weeks before the noto- 
rious municipal polls, and 
were won by Mr. Milose- 
vic's ruling Serbian Socia- 
list Party. 

The official news agency 
Tanjug said earlier that Mr. 
Milosevic had extended an 
invitation to the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (OSCE) 
to review the crisis in Ser- 


bia. 

The invitation was made 
in a letter to U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christo- 
pher, the agency said. 

In the letter. Mr. Milose- 
vic said opposition claims 
that Serbian authorities had 
cancelled the election re- 
sults were "pure invention.” 

At its Vienna base, a 
spokeswoman for the OSCE 
said the organisation — 
which has dealt closely with 
Mr. Milosevic’s regime in 
its role as organiser of this 
year’s first post-war elec- 
tions in Bosnia — had not 
been officially informed of 
the invitation, but knew of it 
from media reports. 

"The letter has not been 
relayed to the OSCE. We’re 
aware of it” through the 
press, Melissa Fleming said. 


Hong Kong waits for ‘dream 
team’ leadership in 200 days 


Italian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini, who met 
Mr. Milosevic Thursday, 
said after the- meeting that 
he believed Mr. Milosevic 
was looking for a way out of 
the crisis — the most pro- 
longed series of protests 
against his authoritarian 
regime. 

Tens of thousands of de- 
monstrators have taken to 
the streets in Belgrade and 
other cities each day for 
more than three weeks call- 
ing on authorities to recog- 
nise the full results of the 
Nov. 17 municipal polls. 

In those elections, the 
Together Coalition won 15 
out of 1 S major towns, 
while the ruling coalition, 
dominated by the Serbian 
Socialist Party, won in the 
countryside. 

Chechen 

leader 


HONG KONG (R) — Two 
hundred days before its his- 
toric handover to China, 
Hong Kong has adopted a 
charismatic shipping tycoon 
as helmsman to lead it into 
the 2 1 st century. 

But the British colony of 
6.3 million people is wait- 
ing to see if chief executive- 
designate Tung Chee-Hwa 
can form a "dream team" 
with the territory’s most 
popular public figure, “iron 
lady" Anson Chan, head of 
the present colonial civil 
service. 

The former tycoon, who 
resigned from his shipping 
empire to become Hong 
Kong’s first post-colonial 
leader, takes over from 
British Governor Chris Pat- 
ten at midnight next June 
30, when a century and a 
half of colonial rule comes 
to an end. 

“If Tung can - keep Anson 
in her job. we will have a 
dream team leadership that 
both Britain and the Hong 
Kong community will be 
happy with,” a senior offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Tung. 59, .selected by 
a Beijing-vetted electoral 
college to run the future 
Hong Kong Special Admi- 
nistrative Region of China, 
named Ms. Chan Thursday 
as favourite to be his 
deputy, saying he wanted 
her to stay on as head of the 
180.000-member civil ser- 
vice. 

"I have said I hope she 
can remain at her post. She, 
too. has indicated she is 
willing to do so. I hope she 
can be my chief secretary.” 
Mr. Tung said in the 
Chinese city of Shenzhen. 

“1 would like to see a 


smooth transition. I hope 
most of the senior officials 
can remain in office,” he 
said. 

Ms. Chan. 56, has sig- 
nalled her interest in work- 
ing for Mr. Tung but restat- 
ed her fervent belief in lib- 
ertarian values. 

She praised Mr. Tung for 
urging Hong Kong to forget 
political squabbles and 
"find common ground to 
build Hong Kong together.’’ 

But she cautioned that the 
freedoms and plurality of 
views that made Hong 
Kong one of the world's 
economic marvels must be 
preserved, and said pragma- 
tism and flexibility were 
vital to it. 

“Its very success has been 
founded on tolerance of dif- 
ferent viewpoints.” she told 
the college gathering. "I 
believe that the law was 
made for man, not man for 
the law, that government is 
the servant of the people, 
not their master,” 

Of a similar age, Mr. Tung 
and Ms. Chan have much in 
common and have always 
described their relationship 
as friendly. 

Both their families moved 
from Shanghai to Hong 
Kong as the Communists 
overran China, defeating 
the nationalists in a long 
civil war that ended in 
1949. 

The contest for Hong 
Kong's handover leadership 
has been dominated by the 
Shanghai connection. The 
two candidates who losr to 
Mr. Tung — former Chief 
Justice Yang Ti Liang and 
entrepreneur Peter Woo — 
were also Shanghai-bom. 

Mr. Chan herself had ear- 


lier been touted as a leader- 
ship candidate, having 
emerged in the polls this 
year as Hong Kong's most 
popular political personality 
with more than 60 per cent 
of public support. But she 
decided not to run against 
Mr. Tung. 

The Shanghainese form 
one the greatest networks 
within Hong Kong. Tens of 
thousands of Shanghai peo- 
ple fled the Communist 
regime and relocated their 
businesses in Hong Kong 
after 1949. 

The current leadership in 
China is also heavily domi- 
nated by the so-called 
"Shanghai faction” led by 
President Jiang Zemin, who 
has been actively promoting 
officials from his home 
area. 

Mr. Tung. a. conservative 
who was once bailed out by 
Chinese funds and who 
opposes conflict with 
Beijing, has evolved from a 
publicity-shy figure into a 
charismatic Ieader-in-wait- 
ing who can charm and quip 
his way through news con- 
ferences. 

He shifts comfortably 
from one language to anoth- 
er — English. Cantonese 
and Mandarin. 

Mr. Chan is profoundly 
respected by civil servants 
for her no-nonsense, effi- 
cient administrative style, 
which has earned her a rep- 
utation for toughness — 
tempered by a huge smile, 
kind heart and balanced 
political outlook. 

‘The question is whether 
it is too balanced. Beijing 
may reject her for defending 
democracy too much." the 
official said. 


injured in 
car crash 

MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Chechen separatist Presi- 
dent Zelimkhan Yandaibi- 
yev was hospitalised 
Thursday after being in- 
jured in a car accident on 
the way out of Grozny, In- 
terfax News Agency said 
quoting his office. 

Mr, Yandarbiyev. who 
will run in presidential 
elections in January, broke 
his collarbone and suffered 
fractures in both arms, the 
office said. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev, who 
was immediately hospi- 
talised and may have sur- 
gery on one arm, himself 
said immediately after the 
crash that it was a simple 
accident. 

In an unrelated incident, 
Interfax reported that two 
Russian soldiers were 
killed Wednesday in a vil- 
lage in southern Chechen- 
ya. 

The bodies of the two, 
who appear to have been 
shot, were found in a 
square in the village of 
Gerzen-Aul. 40 kilometres 
east of Grozny, a spokes- 
man for Russian Interior 
Ministry Forces in the sep- 
aratist republic said. 

The soldiers, named only 
as Zhirov, a captain, and 
Semyonov, were accompa- 
nying a convoy of Interior 
Ministry troops when their 
car, which was also carry- 
ing a Chechen officer, sep- 
arated from the others. 

It was not clear why the 
vehicle left the convoy. 


Britain’s Labour by-election 
win costs Major his majority 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
opposition Labour Party 
Thursday scored a runaway 
victory in a parliamentary 
by-election that further 
weakened Prime Minister 
John Major's grip on power. 

Labour's triumph in the 
election in the Bamsley 
East constituency in north- 
ern England — a Labour 
stronghold — ensured that 
the Conservatives no longer 
command a majority in par- 
liament for the first time in 
17 years. 

The new blow to Mr. 
Major's embattled Conser- 
vatives came as the party 
faced deep internal divi- 
sions over relations with the 
European Lftiion and trailed 
badly in opinion polls. 

Labour local council lea- 
der Jeff Ennis won J 4.683 
votes against 1,299 for Con- 
servative Jane Ellison, who 
finished third to Liberal De- 


GUWAHATI, India (.AFP) — 
Tribal separatists shot dead 
25 villagers Friday after set- 
ting their houses on fire in the 
far-eastem Indian state of 
Tripura, officials said. 

The gunmen belonging to 
the outlawed All Tripura Ti- 
ger Force (ATTF) stormed 
Kajyanpur village about 100 
kilometres from Agartala. the 


mocrat candidate David 
Willis with 1.502. 

Turnout was just over 33 
per cent of the electorate of 
about 53.000. 

Mr. Ennis was defending 
a Labour majority of 24,777 
votes won by his predeces- 
sor Terry Patchett. whose 
recent death led to the by- 
election. 

The by-election was one 
of the last tests of public 
opinion before the next gen- 
eral election — which must 
be called by May — but the 
run-down, working-class 
constituency has long voted 
left of centre and is not typ- 
ical of the nation at large. 

Ms. Ennis said after his 
victory: ‘Tonight’s result in 
Bamsley East should be 
seen as a springboard to 
labour victory in a general 
election.” 

Labour Party leader Tony 
Blair said: "The govem- 


state capital, and torched sev- 
eral houses. 

As the inmates ran out the 
militants opened fire with 
automatic weapons, killing 
the 25 men, women and chil- 
dren. Some 25 others were 
injured. 

Tripura Home Minister Sa- 
mar Choudhury said over the 
telephone that the attack look 


ment majority has gone and 
we will continue to pile on 
the pressure until the gov- 
ernment has gone too.” 

Labour has however made 
clear it will not move imme- 
diately to a confidence vote 
in parliament, where ■ Mr. 
Major can count on the sup- 
port of nine pro-British 
Northern Ireland Ulster 
Unionists. 

The result nevertheless 
deepened Mr. Major's prob- 
lems. coming days after he 
effectively lost his majority 
in parliament when a dis- 
gruntled Conservative MP. 
Sir John Gorst. withdrew 
support. 

Even if Mr. Gorst is still 
formally counted as a Con- 
servative, the party's 323 
voting members of parlia- 
ment are now evenly 
matched by legislators sit- 
ting for opposition parties. 


place around 3:00 a.m. (2130 
GMT Thursday ). 

"As it was early morning 
most of the villagers could 
not react and so the casualty 
was high.” he said. 

Police sources said (he 
death toll could go up as ma- 
ny of the 15 injured were in 
serious condition. Some had 
were hospitalised in Agartala. 


The Chechen officer re- 
mains missing. 

Joint teams of Russian 
and Chechen officers are 
monitoring the withdrawal 
of Russian forces from the 
separatist republic. 

Russia and Chechenya 
signed a peace accord in 
August ending 21 months 
of war. and President Boris 
Yeltsin last month ordered 
the pullout of all remaining 
Russian troops. 

Meanwhile, the first team 
of foreign observers ex- 
pected in Chechenya to 
monitor parliamentary and 
legislative elections next 
month has arrived in the 
breakaway republic. ITAR- 
TASS news agency report- 
ed Friday. 

It said the team of de- 
puties from the Baltic na- 
tions of Estonia. Latvia and 
Lithuania had registered 
with Chechenya’s Central 
Electoral Commission, and 
had praised the start of the 
election campaign. 

Parliamentary and presi- 
dential polls in Chechenya 
are slated for Jan. 27, the 
first since a ceasefire and 
peace accord ended 21 
bloody months of sepa- 
ratist warfare. 

Tens of observer groups 
have announced their 
intention to monitor the 
polls, which could pose 
accommodation and logis- 
tics problems, ITAR-TASS 
added. 

Several observers have 
expressed fears of irregu- 
larities due to a lack of reli- 
able electoral registers. 


Tribal gunmen massacre 25 in India 
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Egypt, UAE deliver arms to Bosnia 


SARAJEVO <R> — Two 
ships sent by Egypt and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE> with heavy weapons 
for the Bosnian Federation 
Army have docked at the 
Adriatic port of Ploce. dip- 
lomats said Thursday. 

Workers are now unload- 
ing the arms, supplied under 
the U.S.-sponsored "train 
and equip” aid programme 
designed to strengthen the 
MusJim-Croat Federation 
army, said James Pardew. an 
American envoy overseeing 
the project. 

He told reporters that the 
Egyptian ship carried 24 
long-range Howitzers and 
IS anti-aircraft guns, while 
the UAE military had sent 
36 105 mm Howitzers with 
ammunition and planned to 
send 42 AMX tanks and 44 
armoured reconnaissance 
vehicles in the next few 
weeks. 

Washington's European 
allies have declined to back 
the military aid programme, 
arguing that it risks reignit- 
ing the Bosnian conflict that 
ended a year ago and that 
the area is already over- 
loaded with weapons. 

But Mr. Pardew said arm- 
ing the Muslim-Croat Fede- 
ration would ensure a bal- 
ance of military power and 
deter Bosnian Serb forces, 
who enjoyed a big advan- 
tage in heavy weaponry 
during the war. from think- 


ing of overrunning the fed- 
eration. 

‘The train and equip pro- 
gramme is designed to sup- 
port the federation's right of 
self-defence." he said. “The 
programme is no threat to 
anyone who wants lasting 
peace in Bosnia and who 
supports the full implemen- 
tation of the Dayton Peace 
Agreement." 

Under the Dayton Ac- 
cords, Bosnia is a loose un- 
ion comprising a Serb Re- 
public and a Muslim-Croat 
Federation. 

The United States has al- 
ready delivered tanks, a- 
rmoured personnel carriers, 
M-16 rifles and communi- 
cations equipment to the 
federation and retired U.S. 
array officers have begun 
training four brigades. 

The U.S. weapons are 
being kept at storage sites in 
Bosnia until mutually dis- 
trustful Muslim and Croat 
officers overcome their re- 
luctance and merge their 
armies into a single fighting 
force, Mr. Pardew said. 

U.S. military aid has been 
contingent on a unified 
Muslim-Croat army and the 
removal of foreign Islamic 
fighters from Bosnia. 

Muslims and Croats 
fought a 1 0-month war dur- 
ing the main conflict bet- 
ween the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government and Serb 
forces. 


U.S. officials say the mili- 
tary aid programme does 
not violate an arms control 
agreement signed by the 
Serbs and the Muslim-Croat 
Federation. 

Mr. Pardew accused the 
Serbs of failing to abide by 
the pact. “I’m certainly not 
happy with the Bosnian 
Serbs’ (weapons) reduction. 
They are absolutely out of 
compliance and show very 
little inclination to comply 
with the agreement." he 
said. 

He hinted that Washington 
might consider increasing 
its military aid to Bosnia 
unless the Serbs observed 
the arms control pact. 

“If the Serbs are out of 
compliance on the arms 
control agreement then that 
changes the entire calcula- 
tion and we'll have to re- 
consider our options at that 
point." he said. 

Meanwhile, ending three 
months of bitter wrangling, 
Bosnia’s collective presi- 
dency named farmer Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic and 
a previously unknown Serb 
as joint premiers Thursday, 
the first of a raft of cabinet 


appointments. 

Mr. Silajdzic and Boro 
Bosic. a Serb, were appoint- 
ed during a meeting of Bos- 
nia's three-member collec- 
tive presidency, chaired by 
the Muslim Alija Izetbega- 
vic. and including Serb 


Pentagon will review U.S. ‘two-war’ strategy 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
major defence review in the 
next five months is likely to 
determine whether the 
shrinking U.S. military can 
continue to be ready to win 
two major regional conflicts 
at once, the Pentagon said 
Thursday. 

“If you decrease the 
resources (hen you have to 
reassess the requirements," 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry told a news confer- 
ence. adding that military 
requirements and money 
were connected "with an 
iron logic." 

He and other top defence 
officials said the quadrenni- 
al defence review would 
look at a military already 
reduced to 1.45 million 


troops by post-cold war 
budget cuts and at expen- 
sive new arms programmes 
planned for the years ahead. 

"Everything is on the 
table,” Deputy Defence 
Secretary John White said, 
referring to matching strate- 
gy with plans to spend up to 
$260 billion a year on 
defence over the next five 
years, “we're going to look 
at everything and see what 
fits and what doesn't fit,” he 
said, adding that rhe study 
was expected to be complet- 
ed in mid-May. 

The review, similar to one 
four years ago. comes at a 
time when the U.S. military 
is nor only being called on 
to be ready to fight two wars 
at once but to take pan in 


peacekeeping and routine 
“forward-presence" opera- 
tions around the world. 

Mr. Perry and army Gen. 
John ShalikashviJi. chair- 
man of the military Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, have repeat- 
edly said the U.S. military 
must be able to fight two 
major conflicts virtually 
simultaneously, pointing to 
continued tension in the 
Gulf and on the Korean 
peninsula. 

And while Republicans in 
Congress have raised objec- 
tions to seven years of pre- 
vious defence cuts, the 
Clinton administration and 
Congress have called for 
balancing the U.S. budget 
after the turn of the century. 

Mr. White denied budget 


Armed gang in Swiss-style ‘great train robbery’ 

ncMr\/A / a rm\ ...u. i_ . - . . * 


GENEVA (AFP) — In a re- 
run of Britain’s "groat train 
robbery” in the 1960s, five 
masked gunmen made off 
with more than 20 sacks of 
mail after holding up a 
Zurich- Geneva train, police 
said. 

The meticulously-planned 
operation, which went off 
without a shot being fired, 
“could be by real profes- 
inals” police said, liken- 
ing the daring raid to the 
infamous 1963 robbery led 
by Ronald Biggs. 

Biggs and his 14-member 
gang made off with 120 
sacks containing £2.5 mil- 
lion from a Glasgow-Lon- 
don train, but fatally woun- 
ded one man in the process. 

The Swiss gang escaped 
and the police oniy have 
two direct witnesses io the 
event, the train driver and a 
postal worker. 

On Thursday they 


ap- 


pealed to members of the 


public who may have seen 
anything connected with the 
audacious robbery' to come 
forward. 

The shocked driver said 
that one of the bandits 
spoke Italian and the other 
French, two of the official 
languages in Switzerland. 

He also noticed three cars 
parked among the vines 
near where the 12-carriage 
train was comandeered, a 
source told AFP. 

Police Thursday exam- 
ined postal slips to try and 
determine whether the 
thieves had any knoweldge 
of jewel or cash shipments 
between Zurich, Switzer- 
land's financial centre, and 
Geneva, 

Two robbers entered the 
engine room of the intercity 
train at about 10:30 p.m. 
(2130 GMT Thursday) ap- 
parently during one its 
stops. Using threats, they 
made the driver hall the 


train outside a tunnel and 
then handcuffed him. Three 
more accomplices turned up 
and the French postal work- 
er, 33. offered no resistance 
when the black-masked 
men burst into the wagon 
and put him in handcuffs. 

That left them free to raid 
the sacks. 

The bandits disappeared 
along with their booty into 
the rows of vines around the 
tracks and look off in cars. 

Investigators said that 
because of rail works, the 
train was using right-hand 
tracks and that it came io a 
stop at the top of an 
embankment, making ft 
easy for the thieves to enter 
the post wagon. 

The affair shows just how 
easy it is to break into Swiss 
engine carriages, whose 
doors sport only simple 
locks which can be easily 
opened. 3 

A spokesman at Switzer- 


land’s Federal Railways 
admitted there was a "secu- 
rity problem." 

In September a former 
Swiss National Railways 
employer held up a train 
carrying 200 passengers in 
the German-speaking part 
of Switzerland. The man, 
suffering from psychiatric 
problems, threatened the 
driver with an air gun 
before being overpowered. 

In 1989. a German wanti- 
ng to travel ticket-free 
gamed entry into engine 
room of a train in Zurich 
and was electrocuted. 

Three years ago, a man 
from Bern received a sus- 
pended jail sentence for pos- 
J n g as a train driver and tak- 
ing over a Bem-Zurich train. 

Ironically, the National 
Swiss Railways have been 
talking about charging extra 
for passengers who want to 
see the sights from the dri- 
ver s cabin. 


>11, 


4 


Reporters take pictures of 80 armoured personal carriers donated by the U-S« .Dec. 12 in the jpiivliW 

Hadzici, some 20 kilometres south of Sarajevo. ILS. special envoy to Bosnia James Perdew officialy d 
first $100 million worth of U.S. heavy weapons for the army of the Muslem-Croat Federation, accord ng 
"Train and equip programme.” (Reuter photo) 


hardliner Momcilo Krajis- 
nik. and Kresimir Zubak. a 
Croat. 

The co-premiers can be 
sacked by the collective 
presidency. 

Mr. Silajdzic and Mr. 
Bosic will take it in turn to 
chair the weekly cabinet 
meeting. A Croat will serve 
as deputy premier. 

The House of Representa- 
tives. the lower house of the 
Bosnian national parlia- 
ment. meets for the first 
time next Tuesday to - ratify 
the appointments. 

Before then, the other 10 
members of (he central gov- 
ernment — four Croats, 
three Muslims and three 
Serbs — are expected to be 
named. 

The delicate balancing of 
representatives of the coun- 
try’s three main ethnic 
gfoups reflects' the ' bitter 
legacy from Bosnia's three 
and a half year war. 

The Serb. Croat and 
Muslim joint presidents, 
bowing to pressure from 
international mediators, only 
agreed to form Bosnia’s first 
united government, named 
the council of ministers, ear- 
lier this month. 

The central government 
will include three min- 
istries. The foreign minister 
is to be a Croat, the trade 
minister a Muslim and the 
civilian affairs and commu- 
nications minister a Serb. 
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balancing faced a "train 
wreck" with plans to spend 
billions on such weapons as 
the radar-avoiding F-22 
Stealth Fighter and a sepa- 
rate joint strike fighter for 
the air force, navy and 
Marine Corps in the 21st 
century. 

But Mr. Perry conceded 
the new review, similar to 
the "bottom-up" defence 
review four years ago, 
would be controversial. "All 
through the four years 
(since the last such study), 
including today, there are 
still debates as to whether 
two major regional conflicts v" 
is the proper way of stating 
the needs." Mr. Perry said. 
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World News 

France’s Chirac 
sticks to tough 
economic reforms 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 14, 1996 
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PARIS tR) — French Pre- 
sident Jacques Chirac ha*, 
pledged to keep on course 
with painful economic 
reforms and ruled out a 
cabinet reshuffle despite 
the record unpopularity 
of prime Minister Alain 
JupfW- 

In bis first major inter- 
vjewsince July, Mr. Chi- 
rac sought to persuade 
French citizens that the 
country was on the right 
track and that he hud not 
forgotten 1995 election 
campaign promises such 
as a war on unemploy- 
ment^ which has since 
risen to a record 12.6 per 
cent 

But he came under fire 
for offering little new in 
his tuo-hour television 
appearance on the eve of 
Friday’s European Union 
summit in Dublin and for 
blaming the French peo- 
ple for being loo resistant 
to change. 

“Jacques Chirac...Stucfc 
to the course of a policy 
that doesn't work,” said 
Socialist spokesman 
Francois Hollunde. 

Mr. Chirac made a 
strong defence of the 
planned single European 
currency from 1999 and 
the budgetary strictness 
needed to qualify for it 
The proposed single 
currency was vital to 
rerive France’s sluggish 
economy and to give Eu- 
rope the power to chal- 
lenge ILS. “hegemony”, 
he said. 

Mr. Chirac said a deval- 
uation suggested by gov- 
ernment allies including 
former President Valery 
Giscard D’Estaing would 
be disastrous and would 
break the Franco-Ger- 
man alliance at the heart 
of the European Union 
(EUj. ... 

■ He said he believed the 
EU would reach agetie^ 
ment perhaps during the 
Dublin summit, on a “sta- 
bility pact” on budgetary 
discipline in the future 
Euro currency zone. 

Mr. Chirac pledged to 
keep Juppe, who has 
become the least popular 
premier in modern 
French history'. An opin- 
ion poil released on 
Wednesday found 54 per 
cent of French voters 
want Mr. Juppe out 
“I have no intention of 
making a cabinet reshuf- 
fle,” said Mr. Chirac. 

Many commentators 
have been speculating Mr. 
Chirac will order a re- 
shuffle sometime next 
year to streamline the 
government for elections 
scheduled in 1998. He 
praised Mr. Juppe as 
courageous. 

Mr. Juppe said Mr. 
Chirac had expressed a 
great ambition for a 
“strong, generous and 
united France.” Mr. 
Chirac’s right-wing allies 
applauded his perfor- 
mance before a panel of 
tough-questioning repor- 
ters in the Elvsee Palace. 

Mr. Chirac’s only hint 
of criticism of Mr. Juppe 
was to say the govern- 
ment should do more to 
explain its policies better. 

“We are a profoundly 
conservative country 
where it is extremely diffi- 
cult to change anything 
because this runs into tra- 
ditions, Fears and so this is 
a country that needs a lot 
of dialogue, explanation,” 
he said. 

Serge July of the left- 
leaning Liberation news- 
paper savaged Mr. Chirac 
in an editorial Friday for 
blaming conservatism for 
France’s ills. 

“Jacques Chirac has 
come to tell the French 
people that it was their 
fault, that they had no one 
to blame but themselves. 
Conservatives the lot of 
them” he wrote. 

Mr. Chirac’s only an- 
nouncement was that he 
had told the government 
to set up a commission to 
reform the judiciary, 
strengthen the indepen- 
dence of prosecutors and 
bolster the presumption 
of innocence for suspects- 
Grilled at length for the 
first time since he came to 


office in 1995 about sus- 
pected political kickbacks 
and slim* probes into po- 
litical parties including 
his own, Mr. Chirac said: 
“Probes must be carried 
out to the end and punish- 
ment must be all the more 
exemplary as it concerns 
people In position of 
power.” 

He said the government 
should continue cutting 
taxes, especially income 
tax. as part of a fiscal re- 
form. But he also said 
France should continue 
“draconian” cuts in 
spending. 

President Chirac Thurs- 
day ruled out cutting off 
aid to Algeria despite 
threats of new bomb at- 
tacks by Algerian Islamic 
guerrillas who accuse Pa- 
ris of propping up Pre- 
sident I.iamine Zeruual. 

“If Algeria is isolated, 
notably economically, 
then the worst is to be 
feared, chaos could lit* in 
wait for the country.” Mr. 
Chirac said in a lelei ision 
Interview. France, which 
ruled Algeria from 1830 
to 1962. has long backed 
international efforts to 
aid that country’s fledg- 
ling economy. 

Mr. Chirac also said It 
was too early to say who 
planted a bomb on a Paris 
train last week that killed 
four people and injured 
almost 100 even though 
the bomb was similar to 
those used by Algerian 
guerrillas in a wave of 
blasts in France last year. 

He denied charges by 
the Algerian Muslim 
extremists, who have been 
battling Mr. Zeroual’s 
military-backed govern- 
ment since 1992 in a war 
that has claimed 50,000 
lives, that France inter- 
fered in Algeria’s internal 
affairs. 

“France does not sup- 
port a government, 
France does not interfere 
in the afTairs of Algeria,” 
he said. The guerrillas 
took up arms after the 
military authorities can- 
celled elections that the 
Muslims were poised to 
win. 

He also endorsed Mr. 
ZerouaJ’s election last 
year, saying he was “elect- 
ed in conditions that were 
not contested by anyone 
on the question of their 
democratic basis.’’ 

Mr. Chirac said he had 
hopes that promised leg- 
islative elections would 
take place in the North 
African country next 
year. 

He praised police inves- 
tigating last Tuesday's 
bom -bin g on a train at 
Paris' port-royal station. 

But he said “it*s too 
early to say where the 
inquiry will lead —Every 
trail is being followed.” 



French President Jacques Chirac poses moments 
iR'fore the start of a live television interview at the 
Elvsee Palace Thursday. Mr. Chime appear*, in this 
interview format in a bid to restore confidence in his 
embattled conservative government (Reuter photo i 


U.S. aide calls French 
snub ‘discourteous’ 


WASHINGTON iR> — A 
U.S. official Thursday in- 
sisted that Secretary o! 
Slate Warren Christopher 
was snubbed by French Fo- 
reign Minister Herve De 
Chareiie at a NATO meet- 
ing and called the action 
"extremely discourteous.” 
"This kind of behaviour is 
exceptionally unusual.” 
said the official, who wit- 
nessed the incident Tuesday 
in Brussels. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the official said: 
“It is extremely discourte- 
ous behaviour ... It is h.ud 
to imagine what could 
prompt such behaviour.*' 

At a luncheon of NATO 
foreign ministers, all of Mr. 
Christopher's counterparts 
except Mr. De Chareitc 
made laudatory c^mmftms 
on what was probably the 
retiring U.S. diplomat’s list 
official foreign visit,' ‘the 
official said. 

When NATO Secretary 
General Javier Solano said 
he wanted to make a state- 
ment honouring Mr. Chris- 
topher at an event that eve- 
ning, the U.S. official said. 
Mr. De Chareiie walked 
out. His place was taken by 
Lhe French ambassador, 
who turned his chair away 
from the proceedings and 
"gabbed” with an aide, the 
official said. 

A senior French official 
said Mr. De Charettc unin- 
tentionally missed Mr. So- 
lano's tribute to Mr. Chris- 
topher at a NATO dinner 
and did not deliberately 
snub him. "The tribute was 
not on the agenda and it 
was therefore unawares that 
it would take place that Mr. 
De Charettc was absent 
from the room." he said. 

The French official told 
Reuters other prominent 
NATO foreign ministers 
were also absent but he 
declined to identify them. 
Mr. De Charettc had to 
leave the room in order to 
address a news conference, 
the official said. 

The French Foreign Mi- 


nistry called media reports 
of the incident "false and 
malicious." In a statement, 
the ministry took issue with 
reports in the Washington 
Post and Herald Tribune 
that said Mr. De Charettc 
walked out of the luncheon. 

"... Those who know Mr. 
De Charettc know that his 
courresy to his colleagues 
has always been beyond 
reproach.” the French state- 
ment said, adding that "the 
atm of those who peddled 
this information is clearly 
to damage French-Antc- 
riean relations.” 

Asked whether Washing- 
ton plans to bring the matter 
up with France in any for- 
mal way, the U.S. official 
replied that Mr. Christopher 
was a "mature adult” who 
knows, he - commands the 
resect Of his colleagues. 

At a briefing with repor- 
ters. State Department 
spokesman Nick Burns 
praised the Washington 
Post account and said it 
contained only one inaccu- 
racy, the timing of the inci- 
dent. His comments ap- 
peared to add oil to the 
flames of a trans-Atlantic 
controversy that soured Mr. 
Christopher’s last trip be- 
fore he retires and hands 
over to U.N. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright. 

The controversy reflects 
the raw state of Francc-U.S. 
relations, affected by dis- 
putes over the reform of 
NATO's military structure, 
the succession to U.N. 
Secret ary -General Boutros 
Ghuli, France's drive for a 
bigger say in the Middle 
East and Western policy on 
Zaire. 

Probably the most serious 
fight concerns the future of 
NATO’s Southern Com- 
mand. which controls the 
Mediterranean. 

France demands that Wa- 
shington hand over the post 
it has held since NATO was 
created in l l, 49 to a Euro- 
pean. The United Slates has 
refused and is not amenable 
to compromise. 
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500,000 refugees in Tanzania 
trek away from Rwanda 


NGARA. Tanzania t R) A 
stream of up to nearly half a 
million Rwandan and Bu- 
rundian refugees trekked 
away from Tanzania's bor- 
der with Rwanda Friday. 

"Tlte situation today is the 
exodus is still continuing. 
One thousand people an 
hour are moving through 
Kilule ( Cain pi." said Anne 
Willem Bijlexeld of the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees t UNHCR ». 

Kilalc is the camp farthest 
southeast so the human 
stream passed through it as 
it snaked southeast away 
from Rwanda. 

"It's sad. just sad,” added 
Mr. Bijlexeld, blaming ex- 
tremist Hutu intimidators 
for live exodus, which tore 
into tatters plans by 
UNHCR and Tanzanian au- 
thorities for all 549.009 
Rwantian refugees to return 
home by the end of this 
month. 

"This is all pure manipu- 
lation and this is what is the 
tragedy, a pure humanitari- 
an tragedy.” the UNHCR 
official said. 

All seven camps in Bena- 
co region of Ngara had al- 
ready been emptied or were 
in the process of emptying. 
Mr. Bijlcveid said. 

They comprised Benaco 
with i 62.000 refugees. Lu- 
niasi with 113.001). Mu.su- 
hura with Si. 000. Kitale 
with 94.000 including 
59.000 Burundians, Lukole 


with 20.620. Keza with 
23.3 IS and a small camp 
with 554, nukina a total of 
494.472 refugees. 

Near Lumasi camp, aid 
workers merely watched as 
a column of refugees who 
left the camp Thursday got 
to their feet at dawn Friday, 
loaded their belongings on 
their heads and resumed 
walking. 

"They rested for a few 
hours during the night and 
now appear heading to- 
wards Burigi Game Re- 
serve. which lias lots of 
wildlife so they can get 
food." said a U.N. official 
monitoring the flow. 

"The reserve is flat but 
very marshy so our main 
fear is groups of refugees 
will break up and scatter so 
we are looking at a similar 
situation to eastern Zaire 
where we lost track of 
them.” she added. 

L'p to half a million other 
Hutu Rwandan refugees 
may still he adrift in the 
equatorial forests of eastern 
Zaire where a revolt by 
Tutsi Zaireans drove more 
than 500.000 other refugees 
back into Rwanda last 
month. 

The U.N. official at Lu- 
masi quoted many refugees 
as saying they did not know 
where they were going but 
just joined’ the lines heading 
southeast. Some said they 
were heading to Kenya or 
Malawi. 


Members of the Rwandan 
Hutu militia, the Inieraham- 
we. do not want to go home 
for fear of prosecution or 
reprisals for the genocide of 
up to a million Tutsis in 
Rwanda in 1994. Thev also 
want the other refugees to 
stay with them on the 
grounds of greater strength 
in numbers. 

Meanwhile, the political 
leader of victorious rebels 
in eastern Zaire declared a 
unilateral ceasefire Thurs- 
day and urged the interna- 
tional community to push 
Zaire's government into ne- 
gotiations. 

"Because of much pres- 
sure from abroad we have 
stopped uhe wan," Laurent 
Kabila, chairman of the 
Alliance of Forces for the 
Liberation of Congo/Zaire, 
[i >ld Reuters 

Kabila announced a three- 
week unilateral ceasefire on 
Nov. 4 to allow hundreds of 
thousands of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees stranded in eastern 
Zaire to return home. 

The earlier ceasefire wa* 
broken by fighting around 
Goma before the strategic 
city was abandoned by- 
Zairean government troops 
and their Rwandan Hutu 

allies. 

In Thursday’s interview- at 
his headquarters in Goma. 
Mr. Kabila made clear his 
latest offer was conditional. 

"This (war) can continue 
if there is not a clear indica- 


tion from the international 
community and the gang in 
power in Kinshasa to say 
they are willing to surrender 
or to stun negotiations.” he 
said. 

After a two-month offen- 
sive the rebels now control 
a swathe of territory about 
500 kilometres long from 
north to south in eastern 
Zaire, including the main 
towns of Goma. Bukavu 
And Livira. 

Mr. Kabila said the rebel 
alliance still wanted to take 
power in the Zairean capiral 
but he said he would settle for 
elections organised by the 
international commu imy. 

"What we want is u» have 
elections in this country." 
the veteran revolutionary 
said. 

He declined to .sav how 
long the ceasefire would 
last and no timetable was 
set for the start of negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Kabila said rebels had 
stopped short of the towns 
of Walikale. 100 kilometres 
northwest of Goma. and 
Bunia. 400 kilometres north 
of Goma. 

The Zairean government 
was reinforcing Walikale 
but had vv ithdravv n its torces 
from Bunia on the Llgandan 
border, he said. 

"We want them t Kinsha- 
sa) to negotiate instead of 
calling in friends and mer- 
cenaries.” he said. 


France isolated after blocking Annan for U.N. chief 


UNITED NATIONS tAFPj — France was isolated 
Thursday after casting a lone negative vote in the 15-mem- 
ber U.N. Security Council against Ghanaian Kofi Annan in 
informal polling on the next U.N. chief. 

U.N. diplomats said the “straw poll” result was signifi- 
cant as it meant that Egypt, which has continued to back 
Egyptian U.N. chief Boutros Ghali, had rallied behind the 
Ghanaian U.N. undersecretary-general for peacekeeping. 

Mr. Annan's score has steadily increased in the informal 
votes since Tuesday. In a first round Thursday, he obtained 
.13. ypies.ifl fayogr .with two "noes” including a negative 
vote from a. permanent member; while in the second round 
his score rose to .14 favourable votes. 

U.N. Security Council President Paolo Fulci refused to 
provide details of the closed-door informal vote, but diplo- 
mats said it was no secret that permanent member France 


was alone in casting a vote of "discouragement” which 
could spell a veto in a formal vote. 

Mr. Fulci scheduled a new Security Council meeting 
Friday durina which he said more straw polls would be 
held. 

France has been engaged in a politico-linguistic war of 
nerves since Tuesday with the United States and Britain on 
the issue of selecting the next U.N. chief. 

France has systematically cast negative votes against Mr. 
Annan while the United States and Britain have voted 
against the three other candidates who are front 
Francophone Africa. .. 

The voting intentions of the five permanent members,— 
Britain. China. France. Russia and the United States — ore 
key as they hold veto power and their opposition in a for- 
mal vote could spell a veto. 
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Gloom and doom 


of settlements 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamio Netanyahu 
gave another proof of his double standards Friday 
by announcing, after assuring Minister of 
Information Marwan Muasher of his govern- 
ment's “commitment to the peace process," that 
he will pour millions of dollars into settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Netanyahu's latest announcement shows that 
Israel will not, rather does not want to, under- 
stand what danger expanding settlements poses to 
Palestinians, Jordanians and Israelis alike. 
Jordan's message to Israel seems to have fallen on 
deaf ears. 

Netanyahu, after all, is proving to be what 
everyone was warning he was: a hardliner who 
will risk taking the region back into war in pursuit 
of his political and nationalistic agenda. 

Driven by an antiquated ideology, to put it mild- 
ly, Netanyahu could not realise that the violent 
attacks in the occupied Palestinian lands over the 
weekend are direct results of the policies that he 
has adopted since coming to power in June. 
Stalling on the Palestinian track, going back on the 
commitment made by the late Yitzhak Rabin to 
the Syrians, beating the drums of war, and, in the 
process, antagonising Egypt, Jordan and other 
Arab countries are all actions that certainly play 
into the hands of extremists on both sides. 

The Palestinian president, Yasser Arafat, his 
Fateh movement, the mainstream Palestinian fac- I 
tions. and the vast majority of the Palestinian 
people cannot be held responsible for Thursday's 
killing of two settlers that was claimed by the 
Damascus-based Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine. The question that must be asked is: 
Would not the chances of such attacks ever hap- 
pening again be so much smaller had Israel con- 
tinued to engage Syria and Lebanon in the peace 
talks and honoured its commitments to the 
Palestinians? The answer is that violence will 
always breed violence in the absence of hope and 
efforts to make real peace. 

What then is the best and most sobering reaction 
to Netanyahu's new dose of bellicosity and stub- 
bornness? The world has to present a united and 
solid front against those who are willing to reverse 
the peace process. The Israeli government should 
get a taste of its own medicine: No carrots and 
more stick if Israel persists in its defiance of the 
international community. 

Meanwhile, the U.S., the sponsor of the peace 
process, a major financier of the Israeli economy 
and the country that repeatedly' asserts that settle- 
ments hinder peace, should come to the fore and 
tell Netanyahu and his team that their recalcitrant 
policies will only lead to gloom and doom and 
more bloodshed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NECMETIN ERBAKAN. Turkey's prime minister, came 
under strong criticism from u columnist in Al Dustour for 
allowing his government to conclude a series of military 
agreements w ith Israel. When Mr. Erbakan toured Iran and 
Libya, which are considered archenemies of the United 
States, the Arabs felt that the Turkish premier was turning 
his buck to the West and forging new relations with the 
Arab and the Muslim nations, in the face of the U.S. -Israeli 
alliance, said Fakhri Kawar. But no sooner had Mr. 
Erbakan concluded his tour than Turkey and Israel 
announced fresh accords of cooperation, said the writer. 
First, there was an agreement between the two countries of 
cooperation in hulitary technology then, an accord was 
signed, allowing Turkish and Israeli pilots to conduct joint 
military exercises and. finally, there was the agreement 
whereby Turkey pays Israel $600 million for the purpose 
of modernising its F-4 fighter planes, said the writer. By 
behaving in this manner. Mr. Erbakan seems to tell the 
Arab and Muslim countries that he is not in the least con- 
cerned about the Palestinian issue or the Aqsa mosque or 
about the continued Israeli occupation of the Arab lands. 


A WRITER for Al Ra'i daily dwelt on the current dead- 
lock in the peace process, strongly condemning Israel’s 
intransigence and its adamant stand with regard to Arab 
rights. Minister of Information Marwan Muasher carried 
Jordan's views to the Israeli government Wednesday, reit- 
erating the need for Israel to abide by its commitments and 
pledges concerning the implementation of the Oslo 
accords with the Palestinians and the provisions and agree- 
ments under the Jordan- Israel peace treaty of 1994. noted 
Sultan Huttab. Jordan has made it clear that Israel's failure 
to live up to its pledges would cause direct damage to 
Jordanian-lsraeli relations and would increase tension in 
the region, he added. The writer pointed out that Jordan 
has made it clear that it opposes the Israeli settlement pro- 
grammes in the Arab territories and is expecting the Israeli 
government to honour all its agreements with Jordan and 
the Palestinians, rather than executing the desires of the 
extremist groups within the Israeli society. He said 
Jordan’s position and that of the Palestinians should be 
backed by the Arab states and there is an imperative need 
tor Jordan to call for an urgent meeting in .Amman of the 
concerned Arab countries io discuss the challenge and the 
dangers posed by Israel’s building of settlements and its 
refusal to honour its commitment* and respect its agree- 
ments with the Arab panics. 


Settling the displaced and refugees problem 


is a sine qua non for the peace process 


THE FATE of the displaced and refugees has resurfaced us 
one of the key concerns in the uncertainties surrounding 
the Middle East peace process. The emergence of ihe issue 
was only natural simply because one of the immediate 
hopes attached to the Oslo accords of 1 993 was for a quick 
process of allowing the Palestinians displaced by the 1967 
war to return to their homes in the West Bank. Everyone 
thought the issue was simple since there shouldjor be any 
question of West Bankers reluming home as pan of the 
agreements reached between the Palestinian leadership — 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation — and the govern- 
ment of Israel. 

In fact, the prospect of returning to their homes in the 
West Bank was one of the key pillars that Palestinians at 
large welcomed in the Oslo deal: in straight terms, the deal 
would have been rejected outright by the Palestinian com- 
munity and indeed Arab countries w'hich host them had 
there been no provision for the return of the displaced, 
coupled with the understanding that the Palestinian leader- 
ship and Israel would seek a solution to the problem of 
refugees in the final status negotiations. 

It would now appear that those two elements in the Oslo 
accords were purposely included by Israel only to secure 
Palestinian support for the agreements. Given the Israeli 
track record on settlements and the status of Jerusalem — 
two other key issues in the final status negotiations — it 
seems almost certain now that Israel had no intention ever 


of living up to its commitments as undertaken in the Oslo 
’ accord. 

In the context of the displaced and refugees, the latest we 
saw is the Israeli “boycott" of last week's round on the sta- 
tus of the displaced. Not that the several rounds of talks on 
the displaced had made any headway since discussions on 
the issue was launched shortly after the opening of Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations in Madrid in 1991. 

Indeed, around 35.000 Palestinians have been allowed to 
return home, in line with the Oslo accords, but we cannot 
overlook that Israel had to allow them in if only to help the 
Palestinian administrative and security structure to support 
Palestinian autonomy in the occupied territories. 

Very little has happened since then. Even the Labour-led 
government, which signed the accord with the PLO. 
balked at committing itself to recognising the displaced, 
let alone getting into serious negotiations over their return 
to their homeland. What then could we expect from the 
Netanyahu government? 

Israel, regardless of who is in charge of its government, 
is gravely mistaken if it thinks that it could hoodwink the 
Palestinians into accepting whatever it is willing to give 
them — which, it seems, is limited to simple autonomy 
that involves cleaning their streets, running schools and 
hospitals and collecting just enough taxes to keep munici- 
pal work going. 

Almost everyone in tbe Arab World, and indeed the 


international community, expects 

the Oslo accord to lead to an mdependent Palesuni^ stare, 
with Arab East Jerusalem as it* capital, whether Israel 

n>h" of the Palestinian displaced to return home is 
the first" that should be recognised in the pnm. We 
realise and recoanise that the issue of rhe right of the 
refugees to return home or claim compensation m lieu is 
complicated and needs elaborate negotiations in the Final 

Jordan is not only a host country for the displaced and 
refugees: it has been also shouldering a very lyge burden 
to care for them, from its own limited sources, for decades 
now. As such, Jordan has every right to demand from 
Israel that the Jewish state live up to its commitments. 

The time for diplomatic niceties and soft talk is over. toe 
danger of renewed conflict in the Middle East is looming 
hisih on the horizon because of Israel s arrogance and stub- 
bornness bom out of its mistaken belief that its military 
power is the answer to Arab and Palestinian demands. 

We in Jordan simply cannot sit back and let things take 
their course. We. Jordanians, like the citizens of all other 
countries in the region, have to right to enjoy a life in secu- 
rity, peace and stability and we are demanding just that 
through insisting that Israel meet the requirements of 
peace. 


American role in peace process to continue 
smoothly, irrespective of team overseeing talks 


By Lamis Andoni 


BOSTON — As the transi- 
tion of the American gov- 
ernment to President Bill 
Clinton’s second term con- 
tinues, speculations are rife 
on whether special coordi- 
nator, to the Middle East 
peace process, Dennis 
Ross, will remain in office 
despite repeated confirma- 
tions by American adminis- 
tration officials that there 
would be no changes in the 
American team supervising 
the Israeli-Arab talks. 

American, officials, who 
had repeatedly confirmed 
to this reporter that Mr. 
Ross will remain in place, 
are now saying that .there is 
a lot of uncertainty. It was 
not dear whether the uncer- 
tainty arose from the fact 
that the nominated secre- 
tary of state. Madeleine 
Albright, might want her 
own team or from Mr. 
Ross’s decision to move oil. 

W'hat is clear is that a 
change of the team is possi- 
ble. yet not certain, con- 
trary io rhe previously held 
view that Mr. Ross would 
not be replaced, to facilitate 
the continuity of the 


American role and policies. 

The speculations about 
Mr. Ross's future plans 
came amid continued stale- 
mate between the Israelis 
and Palestinians over the 
redeployment of Israeli 
forces from Hebron and 
Palestinian attempt to enlist 
Egyptian mediation with 
Israel. 

Well-informed sources in 
Washington, who know Mr. 
Ross. said that the 
American ambassador con- 
siders the peace process 
“his own baby” and is 
unlikely to quit. 
Furthermore, they said that 
the newly designated secre- 
tary of state Madeleine 
Albright has no expertise in 
the region and would need 
Mr. Ross and his team to 
ensure smooth continuity of 
the American role. 

The newly designated 
secretaries of state and 
defence. Mrs. Albright and 
William Cohen, have track 
records of a hard fine posi- 
tion in favour of Israeli 
demands. But observers in 
Washington believe that 
regardless of the political 
opinions of the newly des- 
ignated officials thev would 


have to adjust to the admin- 
istration's line. 

Therefore, there are spec- 
ulations in Washington that 
if Mr. Ross chooses to leave 
his post, it will indicate his 
conclusion that the peace 
process had reached a dead- 
end. Nevertheless, those 
who know Mr. Ross dis- 
agree. saying th3t he is not 
the kind to give up. espe- 
cially that he measures suc- 
cess by the continuity of the 
process, in spite of the fal- 
tering talks between the 
Palestinians and the 
Israelis. 

Mr. Ross has faced a set- 
back over the last two 
weeks, after his team’s 
efforts to mediate an agree- 
ment between Israel and the 
Palestinian hit a serious 
snag. The American media- 
tion. according to American 
and Palestinian sources, 
involved a compromise 
proposal that was presented 
to both sides. 

Although neither ihe 
Americans nor the 
Palestinians would divulge 
the details of the proposal, 
available information sug- 
gests that the American 
draft emails a de facto divi- 


sion of Hebron, since it 
implies a recognition of the 
right of Ihe 400 Israeli set- 
tlers to remain in the heart 
of the city. In return, the 
draft is said to contain steps 
thuL Israel should take to 
ensure Ihe implementation 
of the Oslo accords, thus 
satisfying a Palestinian 
demand. 

A senior Palestinian 
negotiator, contacted by 
phone in Gaza, confirmed 
that the U.S. team did sup- 
port the Palestinian demand 
for linkage between an 
agreement on Hebron and 
steps to complete the 
implementation of the Oslo 
agreements but that the 
terms of the suggested 
agreements were unaccept- 
able to the Palestinians. 

“They f the Americans) 
did press for a linkage 
between an agreement over 
Hebron and an Israeli com- 
mitment to fulfill the signed 
agreements, yet they essen- 
tially support the Israeli 
terms for a Hebron arrange- 
ment” said the negotiator, 
who requested anonymity. 

The Palestinian official 
said that the Americans 
were upset when the 


Palestinians showed reluc- 
tance in accepting the com- 
promise and that Mr. Ross 
kept on threatening to pull 
out. In rhe Palestinian view. 
Mr. Ross was deliberately 
exerting pressure on rhe 
Palestinians to accept the 
Israeli terms in return for an 
Israeli commitment to com- 
plete the implementation of 
the Oslo agreements. 

But it seems that the con- 
flict between the 
Palestinians and Mr. Ross 
did not take any form of 
direct verbal confrontation . 
for as soon as rhe Arabic 
press reported that , 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat was disgrun- 
tled with Mr. Ross. 
Palestinian officials rushed 
to deny the reports. 

According io administra- 
tion officials. Mr. Arafat’s 
press advisor Nabil Abu 
Redeineh personally called 
Mr. Ross’s office in 
Washington to deny Uie 
reports. However, tension 
arose again when Mr. 
Arafat, on a European tour, 
called for increased 
European. particularly 
Russian and French 
involvement in the peace 


talks. 

But an American official 
told the Jordan Times later 
that in private meetings 
with Mr. Ross. the 
Palestinian leader did not 
indicate enthusiasm for a j 
European role and that “he i 
always emphasised the 
importance of the 

American role to the peace 
process." 

The Palestinians then 
asked Egypt to help in 
countering the balance of 
the U.S. ■ implicit support 
-.'for the Israeli terms. 

■ Palestinian officials said. 

;,.A Reuters report later 
quoted Palestinian officials 
as saying that the Egyptian 
role angered the U.S. There 
was no American official 
reaction so far regarding 
that, but American sources 
said that Washington 
believes that any role that 
could intimidate Israel will 
undermine the talks. Hence 
American officials repeat 
the conventional line that 
“Washington is the only 
credible party *to the 
Israelis” and consequently 
it seems that no party wiU jb 
be allowed to take part in ^ 
the mediation. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 

Iraqi oil to help the starving and the ailing 

tmnpfnc fn T/vrclon’c 


give impetus to Jordan’s economy 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


in" one third of the rev- 


THE ARABIC dailies Iasi 
week discussed the 
resumption, by Iraq, of 
pumping its oil and the 
impact of such a move on 
the Iraqis and the world 
markets. Other topics 
included domestic issues, 
the appointment of a new 
American secretary of state 
and the Israeli government 
policies. 

A writer for Al Ra'i said 
that ihe Iraqis have the 
right to expect normal life 
for themselves, after six 
years of sufferings, now 
that they are selling their 
oil to the world and. there- 
fore, the world community- 
in general and the Security 
Council in particular are 
responsible for guarantee- 
ing the Iraqis a decent liv- 
ing. 

To resume normal life, 
the Iraqi children arc in 
need of schooling and 
homes, as well as other 
amenities, in addition to 
food and medicine, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. 

The writer said that the 
basic needs of life should 
be secured for all the peo- 
ple of Iraq and not only for 
the Kurds living in the 
north of the country who. 
according to the Security 
Council, would be enjoy- 


enues. 

The writer said that the 
Security Council also has a 
duty to see to it that the 
reasons for maintaining the 
sanctions on Iraq exist no 
more and must work 
towards a gradual end of 
the tragedy. 

As Iraq resumes pump- 
ing oil to the outside world, 
one expects that the world 
community would be con- 
sidering a gradual lifting of 
all sanctions on Iraq, said 
Mohammad Kawash. a 
writer for Al Dustour, 

The Arab masses arc 
delighted to see their Iraqi 
brothers and sisters return- 
ing to normal life and wit- 
nessing the end of their 
long sufferings, but the 
Arab World remains con- 
cerned over the foreran 


powers intentions vis-a- 
vis the Iraqi nation, said 
the writer. 

The Arab countries 
should realise that the for- 
eign powers which are 
imposing a split the oil rev- 
enues between the Iraqis 
and the Iraqi Kurds are 
keen on partitioning the 
Iraqi nation and therefore 
must be keen on supporting 
Iraq's unity and territorial 
sovereignty, said the writer. 

He said the Arab coun- 
tries must also demand a 
huh to all U-N. inspection 


teams, which have been 
draining Arab resources 
after having completed 
their missions in Iraq. He 
said rhese resources must 
only be used to benefit the 
Arab people. 

Hamadeh Faruaneh. a 
writer for Al • Dustour. 
hailed the resumption of 
Iraqi oil flow to the outside 
world as marking the start 
of the end of the sufferings 
of the Iraqi people and a 
means of helping the 
Jordanian economy. 

Jordan, which has suf- 
fered from the sanctions on 
Iraq all these past years, 
will find bigger markets for 
its products under the new 
circumstances and its 
Aqaba port will be witness- 
ing greater activity con- 
nected with the importa- 
tion of Iraqi goods, said the 
writer. 

He said Jordan has been 
facing chronic economic 
and financial difficulties, 
resulting form the sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq and 
the Israeli blockade 
imposed on the Palestinian 
territories. 

With the resumption of 
the Iraqi oil sales, he said. 
Jordan’s goods will be 
once again flowing freely 
towards the Iraqi markets 
and the economy is expect- 
ed to improve: he added. 

The writer voiced appre- 


ciation of the government's 
efforts to mend fences 'with 
the Gulf stares which have 
now resumed natural ties 
with Jordan, and also of its 
efforts to maintain and 
expand the country's eco- 
nomic and trade ties with 
Iraq. 

Reflecting on President 
Clinton's appointment of 
Madeleine Albright as ihe 
new American secretary of 
stale. Sullan Hatiub. a 
writer for Al Ra'i. painted 
a gloomy picture of the 
future American- Arab rela- 
tions. 

Mrs. Albright represents 
the traditional American 
school that supports the 
world Zionists and is total- 
ly prejudiced against the 
Arabs and their rights, said 
the writer. Indeed, the 
Zionist lobby in the United 
States has succeeded in 
placing Mrs. Albright at 
the head of the " State 
Department at this critical 
moment in order to prevent 
President Clinton from 
exerting any pressure on 
the Jewish staig to comply 
with the U.N. resolutions 
and the requirements of a 
comprehensive peace in 
rhe Middle East, said the 
writer. 

With such u personality 
handling Washington's for- 
eign affairs, he added, the 
Arabs can expect no fair 


handling of the Middle 
East problem but rather 
more hostile American 
policies towards the Arab 
World in general and the 
Palestinians in particular. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
urged the present parlia- 
ment to introduce two main 
amendments to exist inc 
laws during this last regu- 
lar session ihar precedes 
the 1997 general elections. 

Saleh Qaliab said that the 
present parliament must 
introduce a new and mod- 
em elections law. catering 
to the needs of the majority 
of the people and not bene- 
fiting one group alone, and 
dispose of the temporary 
law of one-person, one- 
vote. that has been strongly 
criticised by all factions 
and political groups. 

The writer also said that 
ihe present parliament 
should demand that no 
sewing deputy become a 
minister, in order to pre- 
sent him from seeking per- 
sonal gains in fuiuredec- 

tions from such a promi- 
nent post in the executive 
authority. 

The writer said ■ past 
experience had proved that 
a deputy with a ministerial 
post is usually keen on liv- 
ing his relatives jobs* 7 or 
helping them one way or 
another, to ensure iheir 
votes and their assistance 


in the next general elec- 
tions. 

Ibrahim Absi discussed 
the Israeli anti- peace poli- 
cies. saying that Benyamin 
Netanyahu is leading Israel 
to a real disaster since he is 
paving the ground for open 
confrontations with the 
Arabs. 

Mr. Netanyahu is trying 
to deceive the world by 
claiming that he works for 
peace while he continues 
the drh e to build more set- 
tlements. to strengthen the 
hands of the Jewish 
extremist groups and pur- 
sues a policy of starving 
the Arab population, said 
the writer. 

The behaviour of the pre- 
sent Israeli government not 
only towards the 
Palestinians but the world 
al large, particularly die 
Arab countries close, to 
Israel, clearly proves that 
ihe man is determined io 
kill all chances of perma- 
nent peace and peaceful 
coexistence between the 
Israelis and the Arabs, he 
added. 

The writer warned that 
Mr. Netanyahu, who now 
I eels cornered by the pres- 
sure exercised on his gov- 
ernment by the world, par- 
ticularly the Arabs states, 
might resort to an open war 
with Syria and Lebanon, 
under any pretext. 
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Fourth season of excavations clarifies important 
architectural aspects of Petra’s Southern Temple 



The Southern Temple after this year's excavation. The colonnaded street and arched 
gull* are visible at the but turn -right of the photo, from where a monumental staircase 
leads up (to the left) towards the Lower Tentcnus in the centre of the photo; the 
Upper Temenos and the temple building itself are visible in the centre-left of the photo 
(photo courtesy of Martha Sharp Joukowsky) 


By Kami (i. Khouri 

S/ifciu! to liw JurJtui fintts 

Kir die fourth year in a row. a 
team of archaeologists directed 
h\ Dr. Manila Sharp 

Juukovv.sk.) of Brown L'lii veri- 
ty (Rltode island. L’.S.i has 
excavated the Southern Tcmpkr 
:it Petra. and has once ae.uu 
general eJ significant new 

information about Nabataean 
arclu lecture and cull. 

"No* only via-* there a wealth 
til' finds including coins, an 
in.vTiptiiHi, and 

liTiunkV die fold tlur Jur- 
Jjii Times in a recent inicn iew. 
"but there were 

extraordinary revelations 
alsiui Sahameau temple arclii- 
leeture and a sculptural pro- 
gramme time includes richly 
adorned capitiis cmlx'llishcj 
witii fruits ;tnd vines as well as 
elephant licit Is." 

Tlx* temple, now known as 
the Great Soutiiem Temple, 
must I ia\e been vine of the must 
imponam holy places in the 
emire Nabataean realm, due to 
Us si/e, decoration jnd very 
strategic position in die centre 
of the Nabataean capital city 
Tlx* large temple precinct on 
ihrce levels is located south of 
the cvikinnaded street .ind just 
south-west uf the Arched 
Temenos Gale (die gate at die 
western end of die street that 
leads' into the tenienos. or huh 
precinct. around Qasr.AI Him i. 

Now largely tumbled except 
for excavated walls and some 
columns dial were reerecied 
after excavation, die Southern 
Temple complex includes a 
stepped pmpylaea tor monu- 
mental entrance), a lowei 
teiiKMius (sacred enclosure i. a 
monumental grand staircase 
that leads up to an upper 
remenos. and the temple build- 
ing itself which is surrounded 
by columns. The temple build- 
ing had four large, 15-meuu- 
hiyli columns along its front 
t north ) facade flanked by 
another pair of columns, all of 
which may have carried a trian- 
gular pediment and entablature 
— making die full lieiglu of the 
temple at least I 1 ) metres. The 
Lower Temenos measured 
nearly 60 metres from east to 
west. 

Tlie most significant urehi- 
tectum! features uncovered this 
year included 

the discovery in the Lower 
Temenos of east and west triple 
colonnades udumed with a total 
of 96 columns, as well as an 
elegant apsed East Exedra with 
interior buttresses that maiehes 
the already excavated V\’est 
Exedra. These findings “indi- 
cate a Nabataean penchant for 
fnmial symmetry. " Dr. 
Joukowsky said, adding that 
die large size vif the entire tem- 
ple complex — over 7fXXi 
metres square — was also ii* 'tc- 
worthy in terms of known 
Nabataean temples. 

This year's dig also defined 


several ulher architectural fea- 
tures: die temple stairs leading 
hum the west Lv»wer Temenos 
vtered .trea tu thv.' Upper 

I’enienns saereJ .ire,i. die e.isl- 
em jvnpheml wall of die cv>m- 
plex, and ,in arched passage 
leading tu the "lai-Acr Market" 
tu ihe east. 

In die temple proper, the Ulte- 
rior pmnji'N. or entrance area. 
Kis beencornplerely excavated, 
as have the north-western inte- 
rior .mta wall and the 
tuunding levels of diree vil 
the eight western column-. Fea- 
tures of die 

“Ady Ion", or principal sacred 
cluimher. included die com- 
plete e'.cavjjii.ri i •( tlie east and 
west vaulted stairwells and the 
l.irge west vaulted clumber u» 
some -i metre- m vlcpllL wliere 
a Iragrncnted inscription was 
une.inhed. Tlie inwripliun in 
Larin was reused as a Ikur 
jjavnig -tone in the Byz. inline 
r«erind: ongmally it seems to 
have heen a formulaic levi 
iii im die I si «ir 2nd century AD. 
probably honouring a suitahh 
inifk'rtant deity or emperor. 

(dn the niuth-east side uf the 
complex, die outer east wall, 
the M>vidi-ea.stem skuible 
engaged comer column, and 
die inner columnar wall were 
all detiiK'd “I'hese lacturs 
combine to suggest that the 
hack i south » end of die temple 
complex was three-storied." 
Dr. Joukowsky said. 

P;inicularl\ note w onhv • was 
the discovery of (lie upper 
courses of a major 
east-west semi-circul.ir wall 
opening into dte central eelia uf 
die temple. 

This apparently large, bay- 
like structure in the middle of 
the temple may define the Ady - 
ion. which housed the holy of 
holies, and promises tu be a 
major architectural component 
of the temple. Dr. Joukowsky 
added. 

We still do not know for sure 
which dcirv was worshipped 
there. A curved. 

over life-sized sandstone 
head of the goddess Tyrhe 
recuvx-reii from iIk" 1995 dig is 
the only Itint of the possiNe 
house deity; she wears a dia- 
dem with the crown of die city 
gates. 

This year's excavations hase 
not changed the prev ious work- 
ing hypothesis 

that die temple complex w as 
built in the heginning of the 1st 
Century AD; die date is based 
mainly on stylistic comparisons 
with other, well dated 
Nabataean monuments, such as 
the Khazneh. and the Temple of 
the Winged Lion- i across the 
valley, uv erluoking the colon- 
naded street from the north i. 
The many recovered culture! 
remains (corns, puiten, sculp- 
tures. .irchilcelure! fragments, 
lumps, painted stucco. ;ind 
Roman glass) show that die 
temple precinct was used for 


some 400 ye.irs, in the 
Nabataean, konun and Byzan- 
tine periods; tiiey also reveal 
the ctunhmaiion v«f iniligenous 
NuhuluiMi! artistic traditions 
with Uk‘ imported elussieal 
spirit. 

NutneiXius Iraginenis ol 
carved eleplutni herids uriginal- 
Jy decora ted capitals 

ol' die Lower Temenos. The 
elepliant lieads are exnremely 
rare, perluips even unique, in 
Jordan, though carved smites 
from other Niilxiiucun temple 
sites t Khirhct Tannur and Kliir- 
bet Bniki nuv also K* elephant 
heads. The he;ids luxe relative- 
ly small ears, suggesting Indian 
elephants — but also raising 
questions about how Heiienis- 
nc or Nulxitaean stulptors 
wutrld have seen such elc- 
ptiaiiis. Dr. Joukowsky says. 

The scholar, examining the 
site have not been able to deter- 
mine how it was used in the 
Roman and By /amine periods. 
Nor have drey come up with a 
good answer to why they have 
excavated many Byzantine 
lumps, hut have not found any 
By /amine coins. Byzantine 
- period walls have been exca- 
vated within the temple struc- 
ture, and walls hciwcen the 
columns of die central lady 
chamber may have heen Late 
Ruman/Eirly By/antine addi- 
tions designed to strengthen die 
columns, it is impossible now 
to say exactly when tlx: temple 
collapsed, though it must have 
been during one of die major 
c.uihquukcs that hit southern 
Jordan in antiquity. 

Because ol its locution, 
height and decoreiion, die 
Nahataean temple would luivc 
siood out .sharply against the 
rose-red naluial envinmiix-nt 
and blue sky. Almost every piin 
ofllx: temple complex that was 
visible from die outside was 


either exquisitely decorated 
with carved ruvliitccturj] ele- 
ments or covered wid) whrte 
stucco or plaster. Tlx - visual 
impact of the temple would 
lutve Ivon acceniuated by its 
large size of 28 x 4t) metres. 
Tlx* stucevi decoration in parts 
of the temple was repeatedly 
a*|viiieil and reixivaied. which 
means it is dilfieuli to date. 
Much new stucco material was 
unearthed this year, including 
fragments from [tainted walls, 
columns, and architectural 
cinbcilisiutienLs showing very 
sojtltisiicaied vvmk. Some 
eruilc p; mil mgs were also dis- 
covered, showing only frag- 
ments of some not very sophis- 
ticated works. 

Tlie Lower Temem.is was 
[laved w itlt large white hexago- 
nal stones dial rested on a sub- 
terranean network i»f tunnels or 
covered ehrutnels dial lias been 
tr.xed from tlie foreeoun of dw 
temple. The system radiates out 
to ail adjacent areas, including 
the street, tlx* wadi, the badus. 
the propylaea steps arxi other 
directions. The canals are 
stepped in places ;md are 
almost large enough, lor an 
adult to walk through. They 
were repaired twice tonce 
|x«rly, during the Byzaiuiiie 
period) and may date from late 
in the complex’s life. 

Their purpose is not elc;ir. 
They prohahly served to keep 
the temple precinct dry by 
draining away water, but could 
have been the terminus of a 
municipal canalisation system 
dial broughi water to tlie city- 
centre from outlying springs. 
The canals system was partly 
excavated and partly traced by- 
using ground-penetrating radar 
tinder the direction of Professor 
Terry Tullis of Brown Univer- 
sity. 

Tlx- excavations luivc also 


show n ih.it die Lower TemeiK's 
was built un six 

nx'tres ol deposits dial 
included arch springers and 
handsonx' Natxitaean walls, 
indicating that "the lower 
temenos irnd an earlier monu- 
mental construction pliu-e." Dr. 
Joukow sky said. 

"This also leads us to suspect 
dial tlie re was an earlier 
Nabataean access to the tem- 
ple's lower temenos from the 
area of the colonnaded street." 
she said. The adjacent baths are 
also about six nx'tres deep, and 
it is likely that some rekiiion- 
slup existed between die tem- 
ple and the baths. 

One possihle explanation for 
ihe arched subterranean pas- 
sages beneath the temenos is 
dial an earlier temple was 
appniaehed from the street 
level through two arched side 
aisle entrances; these would 
liave been filled in and 

covered up to provide the 
foundation for die paved Lower 
Temenos during the later phase 
of the temple’s life. The second 
plui.se of the temple cviincided 
with the Khuzneh, according to 
the similarities in the architec- 
tural style ;ind the sculpted 
relief figures on the columns. 

Continued reversible recon- 
struction of columns was 
undertaken in 19%. and plans 
are now underway for consoli- 
dation of architectural elements 
dial have heen imperilled both 
from 2.UOO years of erosion as 
well as by recent excavations. 

The Southern Temple exca- 
vations will continue in 1997. 
They have been sponsored by 
Brown University, in coopera- 
tion w ith the Jordanian Depart- 
ment of Antiquities, and with 
logistical support and assis- 
tance by die American Centre 
for Oriental Research I ACORt 
in Amnia. 


Jordanians divided over separation of executive and legislative authorities 


(Continued fom oage l ) 

to a ministerial appoint- 
ment. he said. 

Other observ ers have also 
attributed the high number 
of contestants in parliamen- 
tary elections to aspirations 
for joining the cabinet. 

In the same line, oppo- 
nents uf “fusion" say that 
the government tries lu 
ensure parliamentary sup- 
port for its policies by “co- 
opting" deputies and 
promising them cabinet 
posts. 

In an ankle he wrote in 
the Arabic press recently, 
political science Professor 
Muhammad Mahasneh 
said ihe separation of pow- 
ers wuufd cost the govern- 
ment an effective pressure 
mechanism and subject it to 
greater scrutiny. Under a 
system in which deputies 
do not participate in the 
executive, the government 
will have to' be more 
accountable to parliament, 
he said. 

According ui a former 
prime minister and current 
deputy. Taher Al Masri, 
another proponent of the 
separation of powers, 
deputies holding ministerial 
posts arc mostly concerned 
with furthering the interests 
of their constituents, "olten 
adopting more parochial, 
tribal positions rather than 
positions that are in the 
interest of the nation as a 
whole.” 

Mr. Masri told the Jordan 
Tomes that "the practices of 


members of parliament 
who become ministers are 
short-sighted, concentrat- 
ing on working for their 
districts only. Their per- 
spective is not wide." 

"They tcome unden a lot 
of pressure from their con- 
stituency" to deliver 
favours in return lor their 
votes." he said. Payback 
can lake die form of 
appointments, which often 
comes at the expense ol 
merit and negatively affects 
the efficiency of govern- 
ment. he -.aid. 

Former Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali. the 
only premier not to include 
deputies in his government 
since the re introduction ol 
parliamentary life in _iMS9. 
insists that the separation ol 
powers "is a must and leads 
to better a i iv eminent. 

Dr. Majali. who later 
broughi in deputies to his 
govern mem w hen he need- 
ed a strong parliamentary 
mandate for signing ihe 
peace treaty with Israel in 

1994. added that members 
of parliament should resign 
from the legislature it they 
WiUH to hold cabinet posi- 
tions. 

Dr. Majali told the Jordan 
Times that "a parliament 
member who is also a min- 
ister has to serve his con- 
stituency, sometimes at the 
expense ut die general pub- 
lic. It will be very hard not 
to do so.” 

"If you are a parliamen- 
tarian of one district and 
then a minister, how will 


you be reelected if you do 
not (serve i your con- 
stituent s’.'” lie added. 

But supporters ol keeping 
the current system argue 
that there are positive 
aspects to allowing a parlia- 
mentarian to hold a cabinet 
post. 

A deputy in government 
will he better placed to 
monitor the government. 
Deputy Nader Tliuhairat 
was quoted as telling Al 
Ra’i daily. The deputy will 
also be far more acquainted 
with the positions and per-, 
speetives of the people, the 
eonstituenis, and parlia- 
mentarian colleagues. This 
will enable him to work 
more effectively in govern- 
ment. already knowing 
what is nee vied, he said. 

Another factor supporters 
of the separation of power 
cite as a reason to prohibit 
deputies from holding cabi- 
net posts is tlie current 
weakness v>l political par- 
ties. In mature democra- 
cies. where party institu- 
tions are well entrenched 
and pluralism encouraged, 
a government is formed 
from the political party that 
gains the majority in parlia- 
ment. 

In Jordan, where parlia- 
mentary life was only 
resumed in 19X9, anti par- 
ties legalised in 1993, a 
viable political party .sys- 
tem has not hail lime to 
evolve. Deputies rely heav- 
ily on personal popularity 
for election raihev than on 
ihe basis ol a national 


political programme. 

Mr. Masri. who is against 
amending (he Constitution 
but is in fa uuir of enforcing 
a separation of powers 
through tradition ;uid prac- 
tice al this point says “We 
need to practise separation 
for the coming years until a 
solid party system and a 
modern electoral law are 
developed.” 

Mr. Masri believes the 
separation of powers is 
necessitated by the prevail- 
ing political environment 
and should Iv enforced 
only when political parties 
are mature enough and 
allowed through the elec- 
tions law to have parlia- 
mentary majority and form 
governments. 

" Centrist Deputy Turad Al 
Qadi agrees. 

“With the absence of 
part) institutions and the 
immaturity of political par- 
ties, 1 do not sec that group- 
ing the vlepuiies and minis- 
ters is a good option. ..sepa- 
ration between the institu- 
tions of the stale and its 

authorities is imperative.” 
Dr. Haili told a local paper. 

Another negative aspect 
created by “fusion.” 
according lu Dr. Majali. is 
that it leads to a situation 
where deputy-ministers 
wield greater power than 
those holding one position. 
"Ollier inini.Mer.s in the cab- 
inet who do not have a par- 
liamentary position have 
less power. This creates an 
imbalance. There is no 
equilibrium. Some have 


greater authority." he said. 

Bui Deputy Faxvzi 
Tuaimiah cites the law to 
defend the inclusion of par- 
liamentarians in the gov- 
ernment. The Constitution, 
he says, sanctions this prac- 
tice which "serves the inter- 
ests of the country.” The 
problem as he sees it is that 
certain personal practices 
have weakened the positive 
aspects uf this principle. 
Just because some individ- 
uals choose to abuse the 
system tu serve electoral 
purposes and grant personal 
favours for their con- 
stituents. he says, does not 
mean that the principle in 
itself is bad. "ft needs to be 
developed and used proper- 
ly." he told a daily newspa- 
per. 

While it is still unclear 
whether Ihe King will 
maintain the current system 
or introduce a separation of 
powers, observers sax it is 
almost certain that the 
change, if it occurs, will not 
be effected through amend- 
ing the Constitution. 

Observers and officials 
say the Constitution, which 
does not ban or call for 
including parliamentarians 
in the government, will not 
be touched at this point. 
Any change in the current 
system, they >ay. will be 
done through initiating a 
new practice which the 
King could do in his letter 
of designation to the prime 
minister. 


serious differences' over settlements 


Jordan, Israel have 

(Continued from page 1> 
he said. 

“We are talking about an 
atmosphere, a negative one 
that has been there in the 
area for some time because 
of the impasse, because of 
the delay in implementing 
agreements, because of 
statements such us ones on 
settlement policy.” 

Mr. Netanyahu earlier 
reiterated at the funeral of 
two Israelis killed by Pales- 
tinian suspects near 
Ram all ah in the West Bank 
that Israel would continue 
to expand Jewish settle- 
ments in the region. 

On Wednesday, Dr. 
Muasher also condemned 
the attack on settlers near 
the Beit El as “barbaric’ ' 
and "cowardly.” 

During his meeting with 
Mr. Levy, Dr. Muasher 
sought assurances Israel 
would stick to the Oslo 
timetable and continue the 
peace process beyond a 
Hebron pullback. 


"Muasher wanted to be 
sure that Hebron is nut last 
step in the peace process.” 
according to sources famil- 
iar with the conversation 
and quoted by the 
Jerusalem Post. 

Dr. Muasher and Mr. 
Levy spoke of cooperation 
and the strengthening of 
ties. Dr. Muasher invited 
the foreign minister to visit 
Jordan. Some believe Mr. 
Levy may visit as soon as 
next week, the Post said. 

Dr. Muasher also invited 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordeehai to visit Jordan. 

Mr. Mordeehai was quot- 
ed as telling Dr. Muasher 
that any settlement building 
was due to "natural 
growth” and that there was 
no intention of sening up 
new settlements. 

Meeting at the defence 
ministry in Tei Aviv, Mr. 
Mordeehai told Dr. Muash- 
er that Israel was inter sted 
in advancing the peace 
process with the Palestini- 
ans. but added he “did not 


understand" Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat's 
unwillingness to close a 
deal on [he redeployment in 
Hebron, sources told the 
Post. 

He added that King Hus- 
sein understood the Middle 
East well and said he appre- 
ciated the Monarch's sense 
that the peace process must 
continue. 

“Peace between Israel 
and Jordan has strategic 
importance and everything 
must he done in order for 
this peace to be a warm and 
close peace between two 
nations," Mr. Mordeehai 
said. He added this warm 
peace would also enhance 
negotiations w ith the Pales- 
tinians. 

On Wednesday. Dr. 
Muasher visired the Knes- 
set where he met with 
Speaker Dan Tichon and 
Arab MKs. it was the first 
visit by a Jordanian minis- 
ter to the Knesset. 


Uday Hussein recovering 


(Continued from page It 

and television station and 
the daily newspaper Babel. 
He is also a director of the 
National Theatre Institute. 

A lover of fast cars, he is 
chairman of the country's 
Olympic Committee and 
the Football Federation. 

In addition, he is head of 
a force known as "Sad- 
dam's fighters,” a 25.000- 
strong paramilitary group 
created in 1994 to protect 
the president. 

He has been married 
twice. His first marriage, to 
the daughter of Vice-Presi- 
dent Izzat Ibrahim, ended in 
divorce and little more 
than a year later he married 
the daughter of Saddam 
Hussein’s half-brother 
Barzan Al Takriti. 

.After studying engineer- 
ing. Uday obtained a doc- 
torate in military' science in 
just 10 months.' a diploma 
that usually requires three 
years of study. 

Apart from Uday, his sec- 
ond child. Saddam Hussein 
has one other son. Qusai. 
in charge of the president’s 
personal security and rhree 
daughters. 


Wafiq Samarrai. a former 
Iraqi intelligence chief who 
was reached by telephone 
in Damascus from Dubai, 
said hundreds of people 
were arrested following. 
Thursday's attack which he 
said was carried out by 
several gunmen. 

“Based on my informa- 
tion. several armed men 
opened fire on Uday at the 
same time as he was dri- 
ving in the Al Mansur 
neighbourhood" where he 
goes to meet women, Mr. 
Samarrai told AFP. 

"Around 500 people were 
arresied overnight as pan of 
the investigation." said Mr. 
Samarrai. who was head of 
Iraq's military intelligence 
until he defected to Syria in 
1994. 

It was the second attack 
against Uday in six months. 
Mr. Samarrai said. "Last 
june. Uday was the target of 
a similar attack carried out 
by a group of Iraqi opposi- 
tion members, who were all 
arrested and executed." 

The June attack was not 
confirmed by officials in 
Baghdad. 

Al Mansour is both a chic 
residential area and a busi- 


ness district, usually busy 
on Thursday ex enings. 

The official media gave 
no update on the attack on 
Friday, w ith state-run radio 
and television running tra- 
ditional fare such as read- 
ings of the Koran and chil- 
drens programmes. 

There was no visible 
increase in security in the 
Iraqi capital. 

A witness to the amuck 
said Friday that Uday’s 
head was covered in blood 
after the attack. 

The witness, contacted 
from Amman, said he saw 
Uday’s "head covered in 
blood while It is guards 
were evacuating the area of 
the attack.” 

The witness, who request- 
ed anonymity, could not say 
whether Uday’s apparent 
head injuries were caused 
by a bullet or from a shat- 
tered car windscreen. 

Other Iraqi sources said 
five gunmen who 
ambushed Uday managed 
to escape. Among those 
arrested were 200 members 
of a Republic Guard elite 
unit based near the presi- 
dential palace, apparently 
under suspicion, they said. 


Aniian to be 
next U.N. chief 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli 

government 

decides 

to give 

more 

incentives 

to settlers 

(Continued from page 1) 

even one house to a Jew- 
ish settlement would be a 
violation of his peace 
deals with Israel. 

"Peace and security will 
not be achieved by mak- 
ing this area (the West 
Bank) a ‘national priority 
region.' It is simply a 
joke.” said former 
Housing Minister 

Benyamin Ben Eliezer. a 
member of the previous 
Labour-led government. 

"Talking about building 
new settlements and thou- 
sands of housing units is 
tantamount to ending the 
Oslo (peace) process,” he 
told the radio. 

Since taking office in 
June, the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment has given the go- 
ahead for the construction 
of thousands of homes in 
existing settlements but 
has yet to meet the 
demands of s'enler leaders 
to establish new outposts. 

Israel’s Jerusalem 
municipal planning com- 
mission approved a plan 
earlier in the week to 
build 132 homes in the 
heart of Arab East 
Jerusalem. It now needs 
ministerial approval io 
go-uhead. 


details were immediately 
available. 

Mr. Weston also paid trib- - 
uie to U.N. chief Boutros 
Ghali, who last week had 
pul his candidacy on hold 
to allow other votes to go 
ahead. The 74-year-old 
Egyptian was vetoed by the 
United Slates on Nov. 19. 

Mr. Annan, 5S. led in all 


seven previous unofficial 
ballots among four African 
candidates, three of them 
from French-speaking 
countries, but was opposed 
each time by France. 

The council’s five perma- 
nent members — ihe Unit- 
ed Slates, Russia, Britain. 
China and France — have 
a veto in any official vote. 


Advertisement 

Astra launches Organza 
from Givenchy 



ASTRA ESTABLISHMENT For Commercial Agencies 
General Manager Imad Al Tayyah said in a press 
conference on Wednesday that Organza perfume, a 
Givenchy product, is now in the Jordanian market. 

In its complex orchestration, Organza harmonises 
melodies of both the greatest variety and strength. Whilst 
intoxicating, the perfume asserts itself - fundamentally 
pure, natural and sensual. It is floral yet carnal: the first 
chord blooms in the freshness and green of Sap that is 
revived by the merest contact with the skin. The touches 
of Gardenia of Tuberose are underlined by the warm notes 
of Ylang-Ylang and ensure these virtual alternatives deep 
roots in reality. The fragrances mingle to soothe, seduce 
and invite dreaming, are built upon the woody scent of 
Cedar and refined hints of Spices, Amber and Vanilla. 
Attending the conference were Francois Janin and Beniot 
Rouquayrol de Boisse from Givenchy, who are currently 
visiting Jordan on the occasion of putting on display this 
new perfume In the Jordanian market. They answered the 
questions of reporters and said that it is suitable for its 
prices and that it was first put on sale in the French 
market in September and later on in several Middle East 
countries. It is now available in phannacies and perfume 
shops as well as Astra's exhibition at the Gardens Street 
(at Bahjat Gardens) in western Amman. 
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WTO meeting sets path to freer trade in 21st century 


SINGAPORE (R) — Min- 
isters from 128 nations 
hammered out last-minute 
deals on Friday to seal a 
sweeping pact to free com- 
merce in information tech- 
nology, help the poor and 


set the agenda of world 
trade talks for the rest of the 
century. 

An eleventh-hour agree- 
ment to boost the world's 
48 poorest countries 
ensured passage of a minis- 


terial declaration that 
crowned the final day of the 
inaugural Dec. 9-13 meet- 
ing of the fledgling Worid 
Trade Organisation 

(WTO). ‘The ministerial 
conference has been an out- 


standing event in ail 
respects,” Singapore's 
Trade Minister Yeo Cheow 
Tong, the chairman of con- 
ference, said to applause 
from fellow ministers as he 
wrapped up a week of 


The First 


to the Marie 



What our clients have always known has now become internationally certified : We are 
committed to excellence in everything we do. 

This is why ARAMEX Jordan in November became the first and only express, freight forwarding 
and transportation company in Jordan to receive the prestigious ISO 9002 Certification. 
Now in practical terms, is that whenever you use any of our sendees you will continue to 
receive the fastest, most efficient, safest sennee according to the internationally recognised 
standards. This applies to every aspect of our work, whether Express, Freight, Special Services, 
Domestic Deliteries, Logistics or Mail Orders. 
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ARAMEX 

The One Sup Shopfor aUyaur transportation needs. 


Tel. 553-1590, 5515111, Fax. 5516820, Internet http .- /Autvw.txramex.com 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Emma of 
"Dynasty" 

6 Military service 
10 Quarter of a 
bushel 

14 Braid 

15 City on the 
Jumna 

16 Ireland 

17 French river 

18 Press, radio and 
TV 

20 Turncoat 

22 Serving dish 

23 Tempest” spirit 

24 Baffling 
questions 

25 Bring back 

27 Drays 

28 — "Greasy” 
Neale 

29 Heroic epic 

30 Duck 

34 St. 

35 Play backer 

36 Ring master 

37 Breathing: abbr. 

39 Soothsayer 

40 Fiddler’s need 
42 Treatise 

44 Hesitated 

45 Concurred 

47 Poet Alighieri 

48 Northern natives 

49 Steadfast 

52 Pilgrims' Indian 
friend 

54 Baseball cap 
feature 

55 Acarid 

56 Italian noble 
family 

57 January: Sp. 

58 Lulu 

59 Letter opener 

60 Remains idle 
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by Eugene Puffenberger 


DOWN 

1 Nail with a hole 

2 "I cannot tell — " 

3 Overwhelming 
defeats 

4 Barite, e.g. 

5 Aseptic 

6 Bactrian 

7 Lab pel 


8 Garson's " — 
Miniver* 

9 Rural 

10 Member of the 
nobility 

11 Bedding down 

12 Vociferates 

13 Shakespearean 
actor 

19 Necessity 
21 — Aviv • 

24 Beeper 

25 Grow 

26 Roof feature 

27 Sly 

29 J.C. or Sam 

31 People who 
knead people? 

32 Author Wiese! 

33 Twist 

35 Appraised 
38 Reader 

40 Rehearsed 

41 Draw a profile of 

43 — trap for 

44 — de deux 
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45 Actor Delon 

46 Story of daring 
adventures 

47 Discourage 

48 Shot and shell 


49 Hayworth or 
Moreno 

50 Legal wrong 

51 Cupid 

53 Sugar suffix 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 

684311-699634 


•intense negotations. 

The eight-page declara- 
tion adopted at the dosing 
session forms a blueprint 
for the future agenda of the 
WTO, including working 
groups to study the links 
between trade, competition 
and cross-border invest- 
ment. 

“I regard it as astonishing 
that we’ve been able to 
bring together such a 
diverse group of countries 
and get agreement on a text 
that is not just papering 
over the cracks but genuine- 
ly important," European 
trade commissioner . Sir 
Leon Brittan , told a news 
conference. 

The conference, with its 
ground-breaking informa- 
tion technology agreement 
(ITA) to scrap tariffs on the 
rapidly growing $600 bil- 
lion world market in com- 
puter-related goods, had 
boosted the strength and 
profile of the trade body, he 
said. 

“We regard the confer- 
ence as having been a huge 
international success which 
has given vital boost to the 
strength and profile of the 
world trade organisation." 
Sir Brittan said. 

Ministers and economists 
said the ITA would give a 
powerful boost to the infor- 
mation-technology indus- 
try, especially in Asia, and 
eventually lead to lower 
prices for a vast range of 
consumer goods that use 
electronic parts. 

But delegates said the tri- 
umph of clinching a pact 


which about 30 countries 
were expected to sign on 
Friday, would had been tar- 
nished without agreement 
on the conference’s other 
main agenda item — the 
link between trade and 
labour standards. ■ 

A hard-fought compro- 
mise emerged late on 
Thursday that had just been 
enough io enable North and 
South to proclaim victory. 

“We got everything.” Wto 
Director General Renato 
Ruggiero said late on 
Thursday, as he emerged 
tired but happy after days of 
round-the-clock negotia- 
tions. 

Developing nations, led 
by India. Pakistan and 
Egypt, had refused to coun- 
tenance any interference by 
the WTO in the urea of 
workers" rights, fearing it 
would undermine their 
chief comparative advan- 
tage in world trade — 
cheap labour. 

The United States and a 
string of European coun- 
tries. by contrast were 
equally insistent in clam- 
ouring for action to help 
250 million child workers, 
mainly in the Third Worid. 
and to improve sweatshop 
conditions. 

The final declaration sat- 
isfies poor countries 
because it firmly rejects the 
use of labour standards for 
protectionist purposes and 
says the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), 
based like the WTO in 
Geneva, is the competent 
body to deal with them.T 


think that the agreements 
on labour standards does 
mark a breakthrough in the 
worldwide dialogue on this 
delicate but vital subject,’ 
Sir Brittan said. “We have 
put our foot in the door. 

Washington can point to a 
commitment in the declara- 
tion to observe internation- 
ally recognised labour stan- 
dards and to a promise of 
continued collaboration 
between the WTO and the 
ILO.Tf the Americans had- 
n't got an agreement on 
labour, they couldn't have 
gone back to Washington." 
a Japanese official said. 

A last-minute surprise 
was agreement on an action 
plan to boost trade with the 
world's least developed 
countries. 

The move would help the 
world's 48 poorest nations 
to improve their capacity to 
respond to the opportunities 
offered by die trading sys- 
tem. ministers said. 

“One of the things of 
which the European Union 
can be most proud is our 
ability to snatch victory out 
of the jaws of defeat at the 
last minute on issue of help- 
ing the least developed 
countries." Sir Brittan said. 

Next year's objective 
must be to grant to the 
poorest countries duty-free 
access to the markets of all 
developed and more 
advanced developing coun- 
tries and, as appropriate, to 
the markets of other devel- 
oping countries, he said. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 13/12/96 20:24 
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US Dollar 
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1.5460 

0.6028 

1.3175 

113.80 

14624 

1523.00 

1.7344 

54160 

DEPifarfc.: 

■ 0.6468 


0.3894 
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04807 

984.49 

1.1218 
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188.80 

24602 

252747 

2.8781 

8.6554 
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-1.0333 

115544 

i'13107. 
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0.0088 
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152.33 
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1.12444 

■liiie- 

3.842^ 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

1.0134 

0.3949 

0.0864 

1341.38 

0.8930 

- 

1147 

3.4190 


■0.5768. 

69.09'. 

0J470 

l 75.92 . 

■6545 

0.7848 

87848 

: 

3.0040 

FR Franc 

0.1917 

0JZ962 

0.1154 

254443 

21,80 

0.2610 

3344 

334400 
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Energy 





Coffee (c/lbs) 

114.75 

Spot 

•;Co^ctonP 


' . Spwr.- -V ‘ 

Sugar (S/ton) 

304.7 

Spm 

Wheat fSfton)' 

' " '129 

Spot 

Sirj’a (c/Ibs) 

21.71 

Spot 

" ! Tea (srg/kg> ' 

• 125 ' 

Spot 

Baricy (S/bsh) 

2.16 

Spot 

' J Rice (S/ton) ., 

' • .'470 . 

Spot 
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US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

. CB Sterling 

1.1654 ■ 

^1712 

DEMark 

0.4593 

0.4616 

CH Franc 

0.5391 

' 0^5418 

FR Franc 

0.1359 

0.1366 

JP Yen 

0.6273 

O.btM 

ML Guilder 

0.4C94 

0.4114 

• IT Lira 

0.4638 

0^661 

" Source: Central 

Bank of Jordan. 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR SAT- 
URDAY, DECEMBER 
14,1996 

By Thomas 5. Pierson, . 
Asnvloger. Carroll 
Fighter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Make practical 
plans today which can 
bring more happiness into 
your life. Don’t be con- 
cerned with your roman- 
tic life later this evening, 
since you can make plans 
to have a wonderful rime 
with your mate at home or 
in a restaurant 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You have to be 
more thoughtful and kind 
with a fellow associate 
today, since he or she 
could have important 
information which is crit- 
ical to your career activi- 
ties. Make yourself more 
charming to the public. . 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) This is a good 
day today to make your 
home clean and sparkling. ' 
since you might never 
know when close friends 
and unexpected guests 
decide to drop in. Make 
any improvements which 
are needed to make it 
pleasing. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
your talents working 
more efficiently roday so 
that you can gain greater 
benefits from your efforts. 
Later this evening will be 
good for getting together 
with fellow associates and 
devise some plan of 
action. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) You may have compa- 
ny tonight which can give 
you needed information, 
concerning an important 
project so make every 
effort to make them feel 
welcome. Today you can 
seek out a bigwig and 
gain his or her opinion. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Go to the 
right sources today for the 
advice yon 'need ^ which 
will bring you happinfess 
with the one you love. 
Later tonight you can go 
out on the town with close 
friends and have a won- 
derful time together. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22 ) Study your 
possessions today and 
know how to get better 
returns from them. Make 
your personal life more 
satisfying and successful 
through your efforts and 
the assistance of fellow 
associates who have been 
helpful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
ro November 2 1 ) You like 
to get all the information 
you can today on any- 
thing which is of interest 
to you. so do it quickly 
and efficiently. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with knowledgeable peo- 
ple and seek their advice 
for your career. 
SAGITTARIUS: (ovem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Do whatever will most 
please the one you love 
today, however, do so 
secretly and surprise him, 
or her with your efforts. 
Later tonight will be good 
for you to associate with 
close friends and have fun 
out on the town. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) A 
good friend can today 
give you a good sugges- 
tion on how to gain a 
cherished lon g in g , so 
make every effort to listen 
to what is being present- 
ed. Tonight you can be 
with your loved ones and 
have a good rime together. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

-I to February 19) Be 
careful of your actions in 
the outside world .today 
and safeguard reputation 
against harm and thereby 
you can become quite 
successful. Don’t waste 
any money on unneces- 
sary items which have no 
practical purpose. - 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study into new 
interests today and know 
how profitable they may 
before you commit 
yourself to anything, 
which could have some 
risk connected. Later this, 
evening y OU ^ 
with your loved ones andj 
enjoy the togetherness. 
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Business & Finance 

Upward trend continues 
at Amman Financial Market 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 14, 1996 


AMKKH rZMJWCZAZ. MARKET 
HOUSING BUIE ORB AMMAN - SIWEIUi: 

TBIHOei £07171 / £07179 

MCUIIB3 KAMI? TRAD IMG ACTIVITY PM THE PERIOD (07/12/1)96 
WEEKLY REPORT 
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Bv a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Amman 
stock market continued an 
upward trend for the third 
week running buoyed by 
prospects of companies list- 
ed in the market benefiting 
from Iraq's oii-ibr-food 
deal with the United 
Nations, brokers said Fri- 
day. 

the brokers discounted a 
slight slip in prices saying ir 
was the result of a few com- 
panies losing a little as 
investors sought liquidity to 
invest in potentially profit- 
making exporters to Iraq. 

The brokers said they 
expected Jordanian stocks 
to maintain a strong show- 
ing as local companies 
.secure more contracts for 
the supply of food and 
medicine as well us ser- 
vices to the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 


i AFM ] ?ciid trading for the 
week was 10..' million 
dinars, up from the previ- 
ous week’s d.7 million 
dinars. 

The report said <>..V mil- 
lion shares changed hands 
under 5.22U deals struck 
during the week, w ith daily 
average trading 2 5s mil- 
lion dinars, compared with 
the previous week’s 1 4-1 
million dinars. 

Industrials accounted for 
4,51 million dinars of the 
weekly volume, followed 
by banks and financial 

"npanies with .VOS mil* 
*w*i. dinars, services sector 
firms w iih 2.74 million 
dinars and insurance com- 
panies w ith I S,4<JU dinars. 

The official AFM index 
based on {>() major compa- 
nies in the market closed at 
153.24 points, down U.-ln 
points or 0.3 per cent Irom m 
the week's opening of 
153.7 puinlv 

Industrials gained 0.2 per 


cent and insurance hy 0.04 
per cent, while hanks and 
financial companies slipped 
hy 0.62 per cent and ser- 
vices sector firms hy 0.71 
per cent. 

Stocks of l, 7 companies 
were involved in the week's 
trading, with 34 gaining. 43 
slipping and 19 remained 
unchanged. 

Brokers said the drop in 
prices was insignificant, 
given that many investors 
sought to switch holdings 
from hunks and services 
sector firms to industrials 
which base already signed 
export contracts for Iraq 
and aie negotiating deals. 

Iraq, one of Jordan's main 
trading partner, relumed to 
the iniernaiion.il oil market 
this week after a hiatus of 
six year. Proceeds from the 
sales will he channelled to 
buy UhkI and medicine lor 
the sanctums- hit country's 
people. 


MIRIM ns LAST 
3 MEEKS 

RICH LOU 


Jordan to get 11.5m marks 
in German technical assistance 


AMMAN fJ.T.t — Jordan and 
Germany have signed three 


Deurschmarks worth of techni- 
cal u.'M'-uriCL* in the coining 


memoranda under which the year*. 

kingdom will be the beneficiary The first memomndum. 
of a total of 11.5 million totalling six milium marks will 


Opening of SAAB and Lancia 
Services and Spare Parts Centre 





Ministry of Trade and Industry Assistant Secretary 
General Mohammad Bant Hani Thursday opened SAAB 
and Lancia services and spare-parts centre at the 
Industrial Area in Bayader Wadi Seer. The centre features 
a large hall for exhibiting the newest models of the 
Swedish car, SAAB, and the Italian, Lancia . The opening 
ceremony was attended by a number of officials and 
businessmen and traders. In a press conference at the 
Marriott Hotel. General Manager of Central Exhibition Est. 
for Trading Ltd., the general agents of SAAB and Lancia in 
Jordan Moses Sukljian said in the presence of the SAAB 
business Development Manager t Middle East, Lennart 
Svenson, the regional office director general of the Middle 
East of Lancia Mario Tomambe, the marketing manager of 
Lancia Khaled Masri and SAAB marketing manager Ahmad 
Kharajeh that such a centre is one of the largest in the 
Middle East region which extends repairing and fixing 
services to Lancia and SAAB vehicles in Jordan or 
anywhere in the Middle East. 



help Jm dm develop the depart- 
ment-, dealing with the cm iron- 
men! . 1 ! i he regional and nation- 
al levels in accordance with the 
Jordanian national strategy on 
the environment which was 
endorsed Iasi year. 

The technical aid under this 
memorandum will cnlai) provid- 
ing the Kiih/tioiii with equip- 
ment. guidance and pro- 
grammes as well as mining 
Jurdiinian cadres involved in the- 
protection .»l ;lu* environment. 

These projects are impleincm- 
ed hy llur General Corp»»raiiun 
for Environmental Pnm-ction 
and the Aqaba Region Authority 
m conjunction with the German 
Agency for Technical Coopera- 
tion. 

The second memorumlum 
entails providing three million 
marks over die coming three 
years to help Jordan implement 
water projects in the Jordan Val- 
ley and involves the provision of 
equipment and laboratories as 
well ns the training of Jordanian 
personnel. 

Under the third memorandum. 
Germany will provide 2.5 mil- 
lion murks in technical assis- 
tance to develop the Jordanian 
systems of specifications and 
standards with the purpose of 
improving the quality of manu- 
facture^ products. 

The aid will come in the form 
ul equipment, expertise and lab- 
oratories in addition to training 
of Jordanian c.idres over three 
years.Planning Minister Rimu 
Khaluf signed tite three memo- 
randa with Gem tan Ambassador 
Peter Mende who told Jordan 
Television that his country was 
deeply satisfied with iIk* fact 
that Jordan has been benefiting 
front the Get man aid and using 
all the funds in a very satisfacto- 
ry manner. 
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CC4RHACT SHARES 

EXECUTED 


OPZmtSBS HIGH 
wea 


CLOSING CHANCE AVERAGE TURNOVER NO. OP 
PRICE MARKET SHARES TRADING 

PRICE BAXS 


2395490 

259.93 

259.50 

254. DO 

254.09 - 

3.00 

356.220 

.203 

1043 

4.25 

4.25 

4.25 

4.25 

- 

4.252 

.003 

41247 

2.95 

3.13 

3. OS 

3.05 * 

.10 

3.051 

.129 

137*40 

1.06 

1.20 

1.05 

1.05 

- 

1.080 

3.185 

5019 

2. IE 

2.21 

3. IB 

2.18 

- 

3.197 

.021 

46442 

4.70 

4.85 

4.73 

4.75 - 

.05 

4.777 

.038 

162244 

2.50 

2.52 

2.49 

2.52 * 

.02 

3.513 

.446 

193192 

1.03 

1.05 

.98. 

.99 - 

.04 

1.032 

.936 

11685 

3.45 

3.6C 

3.45 

3.60 » 

.15 

5.541 

.033 

29720 

3.73 

1.80 

3.71 

3.71 - 

.03 

, .736 

.053 

3433 

1.41 

1.50 

1.46 

1.48 - 

.01 

1 .488 

.042 

4048 

3.55 

3.75 

3.69 

3.48 » 

.11 

1.722 

.011 

755 

2.86 

1.90 

1.93 

1.99 * 

■ 03 

1.899 

.020 

6214 

6.15 

5.15 

5.16 

5.15 


5.147 

■01O 

158207 

2.24 

2.34 

1.24 

1.33 - 

.09 

1.294 

1.222 



INDEX NCMHB 


1.390 ARABIAN SEAS IHSUR. 
2.350 GENERAL ARAB JB5UR. 
1.930 JOR ntXNCH XM3UR. 

2.100 «0 1Y LAND XNSUR. 

3.100 NATL.AKLIA XNSUR. 
5.090 ALH1SR XL -ARAB I 


INSURANCE 


1000 

2548 

1.39 

350 

■05 

2-35 

3300 

6449 

1.91 

119 

248 

2.20 

300 

590 

3.10 

1814 

9777 

5.09 


19426 INDEX NUMBER I 217.44 


CHANGE I* 0.041 


JOR. ELECTRIC FWX. 
HIKES MINERALS 
VftCLS. OWNERS TED. 
ARAB INTL. HOTELS 
SHIPPING LINES 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
REAL ESTATE I MV. 
JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 
RICH. EQP . RENT .MAIN . 
ALAA-I 

MID. EAST HOTELS 
ARAB XMTL.IMV.EDOC. 
ZARXA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 

UNION LAND DEV. 


.2 Is, 3 OR. CEMENT PACT. 
.000 JOR. PHOSPHATE NINES 
.650 ARAB POTASH CO. 

.070 JOR. PETROL. RET IN ARY 
.200 JORDAN TANNING 
.160 WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
.950 INDUSTRIAL CDM.JU3. 
.900 JOR. WORSTED MILLS 
.040 ARAB SHARK. KAHN . 
.000 JOR. CERAMIC XND. 

.150 JORDAN 0AIRT 
.570 JOR. PIPES HAHPCT. 
.290 JOR. PAPER CAR0BD. 
.490 ARAB CBZM. DTREGN. 
.380 HAPIA INDUSTRIES 
.30U DAR ALDAMA DV.XHV. 
.190 ARAD ALUM. XND. 

.500 LIVES TOC A 6 POULTRY 
.100 ARAB PAP EH C0NV.TRD. 
.280 NATIONAL STEEL XND. 


NO. OF OATS TRADED ■ 4 
DAILY AVERAGE OF TRADING VOLUME I JD 2,257,249 
DAILY AVERAGE OF TRADED SHARES I 520.932 
DAILY AVERAGE OF CO»T~RACTS 1 999 


58906 
530 
3234 
49421 
24225 
16778B 
2938 
17 29 
442 
2999 
47 37 
1316472 
19354 
403235 
5032 



INDEX HUMBER 1 112.49 


1.66 

• 

.08 

1.712 

.229 


2.65 


- 

2.650 

.172 


6.00 

- 

.15 

6.000 

.090 


4.65 

• 

.03 

4.667 

.118 


2.50 


- 

2.510 

.139 


1.25 

“ 

.01 

i.2»2 

1.648 


.8* 

- 

.01 

.883 

.045 


.59 

- 

.04 

.614 

.082 


.52 

- 

.03 

.520 

.071 


7.77 


.17 

■-790 

.019 


1.56 


.05 

1.579 

.059 


3.49 


.11 

1.(50 

3.562 


1.01 


.02 

1.083 

.377 


2.00 


.12 

1.984 

4. 063 


.50 

- 

.01 

■915 

.110 


2.49 


CHANCE i- 

0.717 


1.63 

3.25 

* 

.03 

.09 

3.564 

J.299 

.065 

.25! 


5.75 

- 

.05 


.055 


9.60 

* 

.20 

9.586 

.622 


7. DO 

- 

.20 

£.996 

.025 


1.27 

- 

.04 

1.305 

.320 


2.71 

- 

.47 

2.504 

.242 


7.05 


- 

7.050 

.049 


3.66 

• 

.02 

3.753 

1.456 


6.20 


- 

6.200 

.048 


2.16 


- 

2-170 

.046 


1.62 

* 

.02 

1.618 

.071 


3.12 

- 

.13 

3.202 

.018 


9.40 

- 

.10 

B.496 

.068 


1.42 


- 

1.462 

.330 


4.90 

- 

.07 

3.114 

.416 


3-4! 

- 

.05 


.161 


.63 

- 

.01 

.660 

20.B84 


1.16 

- 

.03 

1.201 

.810 


1.33 

Jt 

.05 

1.305 

.025 




2913 33969*: 


39*0 3692129 


3935925 1SDLX NUMBER I 21S. 96 


9028995 INDEX DUMBER > 153.24 


CHAXI2E I- 0. 30'- 



AMMAN rlNANCIAT, MARKET 
HOUSING BANE CENTER AMMAN - SHHEXSANX 
TELEPHONE! 607171 / 607179 

PARALLEL MARKET TRADING ACTIVITY FOR THE PERIOD [07/12/1996 - 11/12/1996) 
WEEKLY REPORT 




TORINO TH* LAST 

3 mu 

■ ION LOW 


COMPANY HAMS 


Ha. OF MO. OF 
CONTRACT SHARES 

EXECUTED 


VALOB OPEMNXJIC HIGH LOW CLOSING CHANGE AVERAGE TURNOVER NO. OF 
TRADED PRICE PRICE MARKET SHARES TRADING 

JD PRICN DAYS 


.630 

■ 940 

CENTRAL <2EN, STORAGE 

.590 

.510 

JOR. TRADE PRC. 

.570 

.440 

MATL .COKMBR . CENTERS 

.470 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

.740 

.700 

UNION XMV. SOX 

1.400 

1.400 

EAR* FOR INVESTMENT 

.730 

.690 

AL-OAMLXYAB 751 

.690 

.590 

AUAB FOOD 6 MED. 

.520 

.490 

ARAB IMTXa.Xirv.TED. 

.400 

.350 

JOR. ENDS . MATCH -JXMCO 

1.430 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

.610 

.540 

KAIL. TEXTILE 

.530 

.450 

XAYBAX DIES 6 MOULDS 

.790 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

.500 

.400 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

1.100 

1.020 

UlJlOVf TOBACCO 75* 

.660 

.570 

RAZZ PHARM. *53 

.470 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

.940 

.7*0 

INDS. CERAMIC 

.3BO 

.310 

1. TEXTILE KANDF. 

.590 

.580 

rt-ARL SAN. P. CONV. 

.470 

.590 

KAIL. POULTRY 

.770 

.610 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

.970 

.800 

AMAS 1ST. rOOD FACT. 

.510 

.400 

NATL . MOLT . EMC . MAMIC0 


« 

2 

£43900 312073 

469050 159349 

125000 175000 


40000 

10929 

211250 

96767 

78550 

66658 


.5 

.5 

■ MS 1.727 
. 485 6.439 

.237 3.041 


.619 3.506 

.556 3.445 


459 3.019 

949 1.944 



NO. OF DAYS TRADED r 4 
DAILY AVERAGE OF TRADING VOLUME > JD 338,463 
DAILY AVERAGE OF TRADED SHARES' t 643,374 
DAILY AVERAGE OF CORTRACTS t 309 
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• 

DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 

Wo 
A t 

rid gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. outstanding designs, 

ruly unique shop. a 

Amra Motel bnop|! 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Bra?;l 1 


“Housework is very macho. 
Pretend you’re Godzilla and 
every speck of dirt is a villager!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Horn Arnold and Mika Ar«Jr.on 


FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor. 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In Al Rabia 

roA. o I UJfcU / 


Profcntotud Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO pbmtm 


•CLEANING SERVICES 
K 0 MF. 0 FHCF 5 . 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 

•FOR RENT: 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
RATS (RRNISHEDi 
INURNIsHtD 


SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 





nqi FOR 
REINT 

Deluxe ViliVis 

{- 

m) Appaumems 
| in Amman 


Sings'?' ^ feywr a ada 

Rj eAicucna+tt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi i 
# Sushi i 


For Re-s. 812997- 31-1118 
Mecca St. Dooud Center 































South Korea- Japan final 


Jordan Times, Sa^dsy^Decemb e^^l^ 

FIRST DIVISION BASK ETBALL 

Ahli beat Orthodoxi, 


remains firmly on menue give Jazire h the lead 


ASIAN CUP 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 

mouth-watering prospect of 
a South Korea- Japan final 
in the Asian Cup remains 
firmly on the menu — 
thanks to Japan's dramatic 
last minute win over China 
in their final Group C 
match. 

The win ended Korea’s 
fears of failing to live up to 
their pre-tournament billing 
os one of the favourites and 
being sent home in disgrace 
after the group qualifying 
marches. 

For the country' who has 
upheld Asia's reputation in 
the World Cup finals, with a 
record second to none hav- 
ing qualified for the last 
three finals, it would have 
been an unbearable humili- 
ation. 

Instead the two long time 
bitter enemies have the 
opportunity to battle it out 
out for the title ‘the best in 
Asia' in the final here on 
Dec. 21. 

Adding spice to such a 
final is the bitter rivalry the 
two nations ' 

displayed in 

the ‘war* for Quarter- 

to host the 

2002 World Sunday 

Cup. 

■ A powerful! UAf 

last minute (aiAbi 

lobbying japan- 

campaign (at A 

allowed South 

Korea to Mon da ' 

derail Japan's 

dream of Korea-Irai 

becoming the Saudi An 

first Asian (at Abu 

country to be 
sole host to 
the 2002 World Cup. 

Up to six months before 
the vote was taken by 
FIFA's executive ‘committee 
in Zurich last May. Japan, 
firmly supported by FIFA* 
autocratic President Joao 
Haveiange. looked certain 
winners. 

But after some of the most 
vicious campaigning ever 
seen in FIFA's history it was 
clear three days before the 
vote was due to be taken 
Korea would win if came to 
a straight vote. A shaken 
Haveiange. who had vowed 
that co-hosting would only 


Quarter-final draw 


UAE-Iraq 
(ui Abu Dhabi ) 
japan-Kuwail 
(at AlAin) 


Korea -I ran (at Dubai) 
Saudi Arabia-Chiua 
(at Abu Dhabi) 


happen over his dead body, 
was forced to accept shar- 
ing to save Japan's face. 

When the decision was 
announced the Japanese 
looked stunned, unable to 
understand what had gone 
wrong. 

Korea's influential execu- 
ti\ e committee member 
Chung Mong Jong cheekily 
suggested straight after the 
vote that the two sides 
should play each other to 
decide who should host the 
final. 

FIFA, fearing a mini-war 
on the football pitch, quick- 
ly put paid to such an idea, 
forcing through their own 
solution — Korea would 
host the opening ceremony 
and the opening match and 
Tokyo would have the final. 

But although Chung's 
proposal was knocked 
down, the possibility of 
Japan and Korea meeting 
each other to decide the 
Asian Cup final could pro- 
duce the most dramatic 
final in the tournament's 
30-year histo- 
ry- 

nal draw However to 

reach the final 
Dec. 15 both sides 
have still to 
Iraq win two more 

Dhabi) matches, 

luwait Korea face 

Ain) the most diffi- 

cult task. 
Dec. 16 Their quarter- 

final con- 
far Dubai) ffontation 

lia-China against Iran is 

Dhabi) i no walk over. 

Iran are one 
of the most 
solid teams in the champi- 
onship and Western coaches 
here observing the tourna- 
ment* are convinced that 
Iran has the potential to 
make it to the 1998 World 
Cup finals in France. 

A victory over Iran will 
almost certainly pit the 
Koreans against two-time 
Asian Cup champions 
Saudi Arabia. FIFA 
observers are unsmo.pid 
that so far. the Saudi’s are 
the most impressive teain in 
the cup. 

“They have several play- 
ers who could make it in 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
salon, dining room and kitchen. 

Location: Al Rasheed near Al Dawahi 
Hotel. 

TeL: 676008, 660867,669445, San'a 


San'a 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
(TRC) of Jordan announces that it has released a Call 
for Tenders for two national public payphone 
licences. 

Following consultation with the industry, the TRC 
issued the Call for Tenders dated December 14, 
1996 {TRC Call 1996-2), which sets out the process 
that the TRC will follow in awarding the new licences. 
The process consists of two phases. During the first 
phase, a special tender evaluation committee will 
review the technical aspects of the submissions from 
ail applicants. Those applicants who successfully 
pass this phase will participate in the second phase, 
in which their sealed financial proposals will be 
opened at a meeting of all qualifying applicants. 
Parties interested in applying for the payphone 
licences may obtain a copy of the Call for Tenders 
from the TRC upon payment of JD1.500 before 
January 14. 1997. The deadline for the submission 
of applications is March 16, 1997. 

For a copy of TRC Call 1996-2, or for further 
information, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 

Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box ' 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-862024 - Fax (962) 6-863641 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


■BOELPHIH 1 


TWISTER 





By Roufan Nahhas 

Special io the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The First 
Division Basketball 

Championship witnessed 
two exciting games 
Thursday with Al Ahli's win 
over Al Onhodoxi (70-61) 
and Al Jazireh over Al 
Jaleel (71-57). 

The highly awaited match 
between Al Ahli and Al 
Orthodoxi ended with a 
striking win for Al Ahli 70- 
61 (36-24). 

Al Ahli’s performance 
surpassed all expectations 
as all bets went to Al 
Orthodoxi who played a 
great match against long- 
time rival .Al Ahli 

but without sue- 

cess. 

Al Ahli’s perfor- 
mance v was impres- 
sive around the Team 

clock, capitalising 
on Marwan Saedi Jazir 

who successfully Ahti 

guarded Ortho- Orth 

doxi's top star Hilal 


B a r a k a t . 

Al Orthodoxi was stunned 
by Al Ahli's performance 
and was unable to match Al 
their scoring abilities, 
throughout the first half 
which ended 36-24. 

In the second half, Al 
Orthodoxi tried to make 
some changes by indulging 
Ehab Emsieh who took 
things into his own hand to 
reduce the difference to n 
mere four points in the l '* i 
5 minutes. 

Al Ahli, however, kept 
the pressure against Al 
Orthodoxi's defence to end 
the match with a precious 
70-61 win. 


Sunday’s matches: 


Thursday's 


Jazireh- Ahli 
Orthodoxi-Jaleel 


Standings 


Jazireh 

Ahli 

Orthodoxi 


Mohammad Dawoud braves 
weather to win National Rally 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


China’s Wei Qun is airborne for the bail over Japan's Naokl Soma (number 3), scor- 
er of the only goal for Japan, Thursday in their match in the Asia Cup in Al 'Ain. 
Japan won 1-0 (Reuters photo) ‘ — 


AMMAN — Mohammad 
Al Dawoud captured (he 
first place in his Ford Escort 
Cosworth RS 4x4 with a 
total time of 00:5 S:4S and 
with an average speed of 
90.71 in the season-ending 
Jordan National Rally 
Friday. 

Ahmad Al Dawoud came 
second in a Ford Escort 
Cosworth RS 4x4 with 


Attaali in a Ford Sierra 
Cosworth 4x4 with 1:07:22 
and 79. 1 8. 

After a heated competi- 
tion in a cold weather 
Mohammad Al Dawoud 
was able to beat Farris 
Bustami who had an acci- 
dent in his Toyota Celica 
GT4 that forced him to 
abandon the race to 
Mohammad Al Dawoud. 

After this win Ahmad 
Dawoud secured the second 
place in the 1996 Driver’s 


— 0639:08 and with an aver- • Open Championship. 


Europe’a top leagues. The 
only reason they don’t trav- 
el abroad is that they earn 
so much by staying in Saudi 
Arabia,” said one European 
FIFA observer. , 

The Saudis are on a mis- 
sion to wipe the memory of 
their 1-0 defeat by Japan in 
the Asian Cup final in 
Hiroshima four years ago. 

“We want Japan in the 
final so we can put the 
record straight-" said one 
senior Saudi official. 

Japan have the easier half 


of the quarter-final draw, 
playing an unimpressive 
Kuwait. 

Victory over Kuwait 
would pit them against 
either the United Arab 
Emirates or Iraq, neither of 
them who should pose an 
unsurmoun table mountain 
for the defending champi- 
ons. 

Although Japan finished 
top of their group with three 
straight victories two of the 
wins came in the dying 
minutes. Two goals in the 


TEXAS OIL COMPANY 

Seeks success oriented individual or company to 
represent its line of high performance roofing! 
products. Outstanding earnings and growth 
opportunity. No prior roofing experience needed. 
We're professionals in our field with 60 years 
experience and offer complete training. 

Please respond in English 1 to: 

1 C.W. Thomas, Senior Vice Pres., Southwestern 
Petroleum, Box 961005, Ft. Worth, Texas 
76161 U.S.A. 

Phone: 001 817 332 2336, Telex: 163222. 

Fax: 001 817 877 4047 




last five minutes gave them 
a 2-1 win over Uzbekistan, 
playing in their first ever 
Asian Cup finals, and it 
took a 90th minute goal in 
their final match against 
China to keep Japan's 
unbeaten record intact. 

Korea have also had their 
problems. Following a draw 
with the UAE in their open- 
ing match, a game they 
have sealed in the opening 
20 minutes. Korea have got 
worse instead of better. 

But after five days of rest 
before their quarter-final 
dash against Iran, the 
Koreans should have had 
lime to sort out their prob- 
lems and reveal to the rest 
of Asia why they are the 
dominant Asian force on the 
world soccer stage. Should 
Japan or Korea win they 
will create a piece of Asian 
Cup history. While Iran and 
Saudi Arabia have won in 
"Asia" Asia. Iran in 
Bangkok in 1972 and the 
Saudis in Singapore in 
J 984, no "Asian" Asian side 
has ever won in the Arab 
World. 


age speed of 90.20 and in 
the third place Ibrahim 


Marouf Abu Samra was 
able to keep the title 


although he did not take 
part in this event. 

Bad weather conditions 
did not stop rhe drivers from 
taking part in the rally. 

A number of 1 2 cars par- 
ticipated in the National 
Rally which was organised 
by the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ). 

The rally consisted of 
three special stages cover- 
ing the distance of 88 kilo- 
metres. passing through 
E&ba'a. Khari Zhbib'aafd 
Swhqa. A prize winning 
ceremony will be held today 
at RACJ headquarters. 


Seles has 
broken finger 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — 
Monica Seles has a broken 
right ring finger that will 
have to be in plaster for at 
least two weeks, her agent 
International Management 
Group said Thursday. 

Seles suffered the injury 
while practicing in Europe 
two weeks ago. but did not 
have it examined right 
away. 

The injuiy is only the lat- 
est to hinder Seles, who 
was forced to withdraw 
from the WTA tour cham- 
pionships last month after 
aggravating an injury to her 
left shoulder. 

Seles, a left-hander, 
injured the shoulder en 
route to victory in the 1996 
Australian Open. The 
injury forced her out of 
several tournaments, and 
also hampered her serve for 
much of the year. 


Subaru stick with 
winning formula 


LONDON (AFP) — Former 

world champion Colin 

McRae, Swede Kenneth 
Eriksson and Italian star 
Piero Liatti have ail been 
retained by Subaru for next 
years World Rally 

Championship, the Japanese 
team confirmed on Thursday. 

The three were kept on 
after winning the 

Manufacturers' 
Championship for a second 


successive year. 

The planned team strategy 
is for McRae, Scotland’s 
1995 world champion, to 
contest all 14 rounds of the 
series and team director 
David Richards declared: "I 
believe we have the most for- 
midable combination with 
Kenneth, Piero and Colin — 
a mix that can win the dri- 
vers’ and manufacturers' 
titles." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HtRSCH 
OT»» tnow« M*Sa Sxvni m. 


THERE'S ALWAYS HOPE 
Boih vulnerable. South deals. dflyB E® 1 


*hwoaatio4€& 

announces the arrival of a whole new line 
of unique gifts and accessories for the 
Holiday Season. 


Over and above our large inventory of AS 
SEEN ON TV products, and other unique 
gift ideas, a recent shipment of specialty 
gifts, novelty items, electronic gadgets and 
much more has been received and is 
currently on display at our store. 


FOR RENT OR SALE (Deluxe Villa) 

Consist of three bedrooms and one master room, with air 
condition, central heating and dressing room. Three 
salons, with fire place, office room, wide kitchen and three 
balconies. Basement consist of maid's quarter with 
kitchen, laundry room; living room, big salon, large garden 
with Bar-B-Q and telephone. Location: Deir Ghbar. 

TeL: 700255/682587 


NORTH 

* 20742 
'3KJ652 
CK8 

* K 7 

WEST EAST 

* A J 98 6 5 

^4 •? 98 

CJ96S3 O1074 

4-1086432 4-95 

SOUTH 
*Q3 

?AQ1073 

OAQS 

*AQJ 


aa in days gone by. That might haw 
led to the tame contract, which was 
reached quickly when North 
stretched a little to malw a farcing 
jump nose in hearts. 

winning the opening lead 
with dummy s king of dubs, dedar- 
fT™*" t™™*. gazed dejectedly at 
the closed hand and dummy, toco 
conceded two spade tricks. The 


Sf 


„ni'P L ‘ 1 


match, Al Jazireh overcame 
Al Jaleel 71-57 (43-30) thus 
advancing to the top of 
championship standings 
with 5 points followed by 
Al Ahli in the second place 
and leaving Al Orthodoxi 
in the third. 

Alrhougb Al Jazireh won 
ihe match. Al Jaleel gave 
their opponents a hard time 
in the defence area, thus 
forcing Saqr Khirfan to con- 
centrate on three-point 
throwing which helped 
them through the match. 


I Mjnccuea two spade tricks. The 
defenders entered 100 points shore 


Prices of many items have been reduced 
by up to 30%. 


Sweifiyyeh, near McDonalds. Tel: 856938 


A newly established language centre 
requires: 

- Adult English language teacher; University qualifications 
& experience necessary. 

- Administrative assistant/Secretary with min. 3 years 
experience. Computer knowledge and good English is a 
must. 

Please send CV and recent photo before Dec. 28 to: 
Personnel, Fax no. 667400 
or P. O. Box 851815 


The bid ding. 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
>2 £“■ » Pare 

6T Pw Pus Pan 


Opening lend: Four of 4. minor ' v. nd ™ tara ' 

Eager to gel on la the ntxV hand retr n^L^ui^ b i ea .! kdarer 
rubber-bridge plovers will oher, 6 and discard the 

hand over with when the contract is Wpre tho a 
dearly hopeless.' That can be a accenting h-Si*** 1 **" correct 
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Most modern players would haw •trn.iHT ? 1 '•i 1 ng w h 3 1 declarer was 


the line. 

Certainly, declarer rated to lose 
two spade tricks but. in fact, once a 
'«! I the slam cannot be 
defeated as the cards lie. Declarer 
simply draws trumps, cashes out 
the minor-suit winners and then 
cuts w,ih a lew spade. Since West 
holds a singleton king of spades, the 

££ll a win ,ir East over- 

rexes, declarer's queen of spades 

and a ’ 

Tha L 1 ,' »“ b les declarer to 
ruir on the table and discard the _ 
queen of spades, holding the losers 
to one in spades. 

t* 10 defenders correct in 
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THE SATIRICAL COMEDY ’ ,^'nger. 
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For reservation please call : ; 3? i n " 
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oaw rashed all the trumps, or led a 
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PLAZA 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

Macaulay Culkin... in 

GETTING EUEN UJITH DAD 


SEAN CONNERY.Jn 


CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Nabil & Hisham’s TheatreS 

TEL: 625155 : 


THE ROCK 


(IN DOLBY STEREO) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:45 

"~rONCOBO»2""" 


(IN DOLBY STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Robert Bedford 0 Michelle Pfeifer ... In 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 6:1 5,‘ 8:30. 10:30 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 


625155 - 640155 
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Sports 

Johnson and Masterkova 
win athletics’ top awards 


Jordan Times, Saturday, December 14, 1996 x 
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MONACO (AFP, _ 
American sprinter Michael 
Johnson and Russian mid- 
dle-distance runner Svet- 
lana Masterkova carried 
away international athlet- 
ics 1 highest non-competi- 
tion awards here on Fridax 
evening. 

The pair uerc presented 
with the international Ath- 
letic Foundation’s iLaFi 
“A thletics Legends’* prizes 
,br 1 996, awarded by foun- 
dation president Prinio 
Nebiolu. 

Johnson was honoured 
for winning gold at 2Ut., 
metres and 4 Of l metres at 
tiie Atlanta Ok mpic Games 
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Germans 
dominate 
but Friday 
snowed out 


VAl. D' IS ERE. France 
(AP, — After nearly perfect 
conditions rhe day before, 
heavy snow cancelled a 
women’s giant slalom and a 
men's downhill training Fri- 
day. 

More than a hall -metre of 
snow fell Friday morning. 
The women were in posi- 
tion to raec but the prelimi- 
nary racers complained of 
snow accumulating on their 
goggles affecting visibility. 

With heavy snow predict- 
ed throughout the day. the 
jury decided to cancel the 
race with no chance to 
reschedule it in Val d’lsere. 
There are men's races 
scheduled Saturday and 
Sunday. 

A men’s downhill training 
was also cancelled. 

According to the oreanis-, 
er.s, the race jury will check' 
the track Saturday morning, 
and decide whether a full 
downhill can be run or a 
sprint downhill with two 
shorter legs with a com- 
bined time determining the 
winner. 

Last year Luc Alphand of 
France won the VaJ d’lsere 
downhill with a combined 
time. 

The women's giant slalom 
may be run as part of the 
programme at Bad 
KJeinkirchen. Austria, Jan.. 
11-12. or Zwiesel. Ger- 
many, Jan. IS- 19. 

In Thursday’s race. Hilde 
Gerg continued the German 
domination in the women's 
World Cup as she led a 1-2- 
5 finish for her country, Lak- 
ing the women's super-G 
over defending overall and 
super-G World Cup winner 
Katja Seizinger. 

Martina Ertl was in lifih 
and gets a chance to win her 
specialty in Friday’s giant 
slalom. Ertl was the World 
Cup GS winner Iasi year but 
was injured in October 
allowing Seizinger and 
Gerg to go 1-3 in the season 
opening GS at Soelden. 
Austria 

"We have the luck to have 
one of the best in the world 
in nearly every discipline 
and that makes it lough in 
training.” Seizinger said of 
the German success. 

Seizinger already has rwo 
victories this year and has 
been in the tup three in Five 
of the eight races this sea- 
son already. 

"I have been in good form 
so far this season,' 
Seizinger said. "But it is too 
early to tell." 

Gerg deprived Seizinger 
of another Val d'lsere victo- 
ry as .Gerg timed 1 minute 
7.8 1 seconds on the 
Oreiller-Killy track with a 
length of 12596 metres with 
a drop of 510 metres 
through 30 gates. 

It was Gerg's second 
World Cup victory but she 
had shown good form this 
season with a second and 
fourth in rwo previous 
super-GS. 

Seizinger. who won three 
faces in three days lie re last 
February, was second with 
1:08.20 ahead of Italian 
Isolde Kostner, 1 :08.38. 

Seizinger is also a heavy 
favourite in the downhill 
after the injury to Piccabo 
Street, who beat her the last 
two years. 


— the 200m in ,t World 
record time i»f 19.32 sec- 
onds. 

Masterkova gained her 
award for winning the SU0 
metres and 1500 metres at 
Atlanta and lor setting two 
uurld records on the 1AAF 
Grand Pri\ circuit. 

The Russian clocked 
Amin 12.56sec m the mile 
and 2min 2S.9Xsee m the 
1000 metres. 

Winners in the "best per- 
formance" category were 
Donovan Bailey of Canada 
and France's Marie-Jose 
Perec. 

Bailey’s was honoured 
for bee online the fastest 


man in athletic histurj by 
winning the Olympic MX) 
metres gold in 9.84scc — a 
world record. 

Perec won the 200 and 
400 metres at Atlanta. 

Among the other star ath- 
letes recognised in the gala 
presentation here were 
American Dennis Mitchell, 
Jamaica's Mcrlene Ottey 
and Michelle Freeman and 
Great Britain's Jonathon 
Edwards, who were 
deemed outstanding during 
the 1996 JAAF Grand Prix. 

Special prizes were also 
given to athletes who 
assisted in the humanitarian 
aid events for Sarajevo. 


Braun rules out 
Beckenbauer for 
FIFA president 

BONN i R i — German Football hafcnaiim President Egidius Braun 
Isas dismissed the idea of Bayern Munich President and World Cup 
■a inner Fran/ Beckenbauer becoming FIFA president 

Eunipe’s luotluJI federations had one candidate and Unit w:ls 
l.'FFA President Lennan Julunwm, Umun told Friday’s Sued- 
deutsche Zeitung ncwspiper 

"Our candidate is Johansson, Europe's federations and J pervun al- 
ly stind beliind him. ! can't suddenly sun wriggling like an eel. Bui 
it is an honour to i Beckenbauer , to be brought imo the discussion.” 
Braun was quoted as saying. 

Joao Havdange. SO-year-old Brazilian president of FIFA, said last 
Saturday he w ould retire alter the 1998 World Cup finals. 

Beckenbauer is among three Europeans tipped as potential candi- 
dates lor the job. along with FIFA General-Secretary Sepp Blatter 
and Johansson. 

"Wc in the European federations have said that after Huvclungc 
retires, we want to use the chance to take over the leadership role 
which corresponds to the importance of Europe in world football.” 
Braun said 

"If wc hadn't made clear statement* in favour of Johansson, and if 
1 knew Franz wanted the position, then l would use all the means 
possible to support him." 

But Braun said he had heard Beckenbauer's name mentioned in 
Germany by only one person, an adviser to Beckenbauer. 

Beckenbauer has already said he will quit as Bayern president next 
year but has still to announce what he will do next. He has said he 
would not rule out becoming FIFA president 


Rockets continue their winning streak 


HOUSTON iR, - Charles 
Barkley scored 1 1 of his 26 
points in the first 6:24 of 
the game as the Houston 
Rockets raced to a 15-point 
lead and brec/cd to their 
ninth straight home win, 

1 15-90 uver the Detroit 
Pistons Thursday. 

Clyde Drexler scored 27 
points. Hakeem Olajuwnn 
added 21 and rookie Mutt 
Maloney contributed 10 tor 
Houston, which improved 
the league's best record to 
19-2. Barkley gr.ihbed 
eight rebounds and Drexler 
handed out eight assists for 
the Rockets, who have won 
lour in a row and 13 ot 
their last 14 games. 

‘The Pistons like to get 
into a playolT-iype game 
where every possession is 
big." said Rockets' coach 
Rudy Tbinjunovich. "They 
could not gel into their 
tempo tonight." 

In Los Angeles, Lov 
Vaught led six players in 
double figures with 16 
points, including a key bas- 
ket with 27 seconds left, 
helping the Los Angeles 
Clippers snap a four-game 
losing streak with a 97-94 
victory over the hapless 
San Antonio Spurs. 

Rodney Royers also 
scored 16 points and Malik 
Sealy added 14 for the 
Clippers, who won for the 
just the second lime in 12 
games. 

In Milwaukee. Glenn 
Robinson returned from an 
injury and had 32 points, 
nine rebounds and seven 
assists and the Milwaukee 
Bucks used clutch I’ree- 
throw shooting down the 
stretch to hold off the Seat- 
tle Supersonics, 100-97. 

Ray Allen had 17 points 
and Vin Baker 16 as the 
Bucks won for the third 
time in their last lour 
games. Gary Payton 
matched his season high 
with 31 points for Seattle. 

In New York, Allan 
Houston scored 18 points 
and Patrick Ewing added 
13 points, a season-high 20 _ 


NBA ROUNDUP 



Milwaukee Bucks center Armon Gilliam grabs an offrnshe rebound in the first quarter al the Bradley Center In 
Milwaukee December !2. Seattle Supersonics Hersey Hawkins (middle, and Larry Stewart defend with Bucks 
Glenn Robinson (left) and Vin Baker looking on (Reuters photo, 


rebounds and blocked four 
shots as the New York 
Knicks extended their sea- 
son-best winning streak to 
fixe games with a 90-79 
defeat of the Golden State 
Warriors. 

Larry Johnson had 14 
points and John Starks 
added 1 3 oft the bench for 
the Knicks. The Knicks 
grabbed a .season-high 61 
rebounds, including 23 on 
the offensive end. 

Latrell Sprewell led 
Golden State with 17 


points. 

In Portland. Kenm 
Anderson scored 16 of his 
22 points in die first half as 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
raced to an 11 -point lead 
and dealt the Vancouver 
Grizzlies their eighth loss 
in nine games. 99-78. 

Clifford Robinson added 
17 points and Rasheed 
Wallace had 14 points and 
13 rebounds for Portland, 
which has won three of its 
last four names and nine of 
13. 
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In Sacramento. Mitch 
Richmond scored 24 
points. Mahmoud Abdul 
Rauf added 22 and both 
combined for six free 
throws in the final minute, 
leading the Sacramento 
Kings to a 93-86 triumph 
over the Dallas Mavericks. 

Olden Poly nice had 12 
points 3nd 1 i rebounds for 
the Kings. Chris Gatling 
scored 14 of his 21 points 
in the fourth quarter for 
Dallas. 

At Utah. Sam Cassell 


scored 14 of his 21 points 
in the decisive fourth quar- 
ter as the Phoenix Suns 
upset the Utah Jazz. 95-87. 
ending their franchise- 
record 15-game winning 
streak. 

After opening the season 
with 13 straight losses, 
Phoenix has won six of its 
last seven games and live 
in a row. 

Kevin Johnson had 17 
points and Rex Chapman 
had 16 off the bench for 
Phoenix. 


Christie set to delay retirement 


LONDON (AFP, — Lin- 
ford Christie could shelve 
his retirement plans and 
challenge his old rival and 
close friend Frankie Fred- 
ericks at an indoor meet- 
ing in France next Febru- 
ary. it was reported here 
on Friday. 


The former 100m 
Olympic champion said 
he would never race again 
on the international stage, 
but organisers of the meet- 
ing in Licvin said the 36- 
year-old Christie has 
asked to run in two races 
— the 60m and 200m. 


Philippe Lamblin. the liai- 
son officer for 
international athletics at 
Lievin, told the Daily 
Telegraph: "There have 
been discussions with Sue 
Barrett (Christie’s agent,. 

He wants to run the 60m 
and 200m. Fredericks has 


asked for a 20Um to be 
included in the pro- 
gramme in order to try and 
break the world record 
again. "Linford and 
Frankie are very good 
friends and I think they 
have discussed the possi- 
bility.” 


Request for Proposals 
for Installation and Operation 
of a Demonstration Facility 


The “Water Quality Improvement and 
Conservation” Project, Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation invites experienced Water and 
Sewage, Class Two contractors to prepare 
proposals to install and operate a pilot 
wastewater treatment plant at the Jordan Yeast 
Co., Zarqa. Major equipment will be furnished 
to the Subcontractor by the Project. 

Offerors are requested to pick up RFP No. 
Jordan 96-014 documents from the WQ1C 
Project Assistant, 2nd Floor, Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation Building in Shmeissani 
beginning 12:00 O’clock noon on Saturday, 
December 14lh. 1996. 

Closing Date for Offers is 12:00 O’clock 
noon on Saturday, January 1 11th, 1997 
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Jade Emperor Chinese Restaur ant 
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.from loth. < Dec. until 31st. Dec. \ ■ 
business J&inch for onlyj. D. 6.000 \ 
( Friday family Jjjtnch 

) jrldidts -J. '£>. 6 '. 000 Children -J. D. 4.000 


So 


1 Try it once you will lore it. 
try it twice «§■ you're, Addicted HU 


il 

II 

Our delicious Chinese Cuisine ^ 
is so finely presented <|- the taste \ m - ) 
is simply irresistible. 

Enjoy your meal ivilh our 1 Background 
Guitar Player 


JOB VACANCY 


Position: PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATOR 
Should have the following qualifications : 

1- College graduate of any business course 

2- At least 2 yrs, experience in Personnel Handling 

3- Basic knowledge in Jordanian IncomeTax 

4- Basic knowledge of Jordanian Social Security Laws. 

5- Basic knowledge of Jordanian Labor Law 

6- Proficinel English & Arabic ( spoken & Written ) 

7- Working knowledge in Excel, MSWord is requird 

8- Of good moral character 

Please see the Personnel Department with 
CV & all necessary certificates. 

TeL No. 701303 

SIEMENS AG - Jordan Branch 

Shmeisani, Strand Building 4th Floor 
Abdul Hameed Sharaf St, 
P.O.Box 941452 Amman 11194 


FOR U RGE NT E MPLOYMENT 

Position : COMMERCIAL STAFF 
Should have the knowledge, skills 
& experience in: 

1- Handling procedures of Shipments 

2- Invoicing & customer crediting 

3- Jordanian Shipping Regulations 

4- Jordanian customs Regulations 

5- Proficient English & Arabic (spoken & written) 

6- Working knowledge in Excel, MSWord 

7- Personal car is an advantage 

8- Of good moral character 

Please see the Personnel Administrator 
with CV & all necessary certificates. 

Tel. No. 701303 

SIEMENS AG - Jordan Branch 

Shmeisani, Strand Building 4th Floor 
Abdul Hameed Sharaf St, 
P.O.Box 941452 Amman 11194 
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hoTeL&GesoRT 

ClmsTcvas Week Special 

Celebrate the holiday season in the old world charm of 
Taybet Zaman village, December 23rd -27th, 1996. 

JD 30.000 

per person / per night in a twin room. 

JD 7.000 

per child under 12 / per night sharing 
parent's room. 

Prices include a Buffet Breakfast & 
a Christmas Buffet Dinner. 

A supplement of JD 10.000 for Christmas Day Lunch 
on Wednesday. December 2Sth, 1996. 

Wishing you a Meuuy ChmsTmas ! 


For information & reservation please contact: 

JT1 Sales Office: 553-7677 
Taybet Zaman: 03-339-111 

(All mes jtc subject tu liy; giwemmem tax and lO^i sen ice churMJ. 


iy. 


~\p. 


OIC foreign ministers end Jakarta talks 
accusing Israel of being hostile to peace 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Foreign 
ministers from Islamic coun- 
tries issued a new condemna- 
tion of Israel on Friday at the 
close of an annual meeting 
dominated by Middle East 
issues. 

The Organisation of tK: 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
meeting accused Israel of 
being “hostile to peace.” 

“The ministers... strongly 
condemned these (Israelii 
policies which are aimed at 
undermining the peace 
process... and eliminating its 
very principles." said a reso- 
lution issued on Friday. 

The meeting denounced 
what it called threats by 
Israeli officials “aimed at tak- 
ing the (Middle East) region 
back to a state of war "and 
imposing a fait accompli on 
the Arabs and Muslims.” 

“We have vigorously 
addressed the impasse in the 
Middle East peace process.” 
said Indonesia's Foreign 
Minister Ali AJatas at the 
close of the five-day confer- 
ence. 

Indonesia and Malaysia 
had been backers of an initia- 
tive to put more emphasis on 
trade and investment 
between the 54 OIC mem- 
bers. 

Although Mr. Aiatas said 
there was “broad consensus” 
for a new’ economic impetus, 
delegates said Arab countries 
feared a new trade focus 
could push Palestine off the 
world agenda. 



The outgoing secretary-general of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC), Hamid Algabid (right) of Nigeria, and the newly elected Secretary-Gen- 


eral Azzedine Laraki (left), former prime minister of Morocco, chat with other 
OIC delegates on the last day of a week-long conference in Jakarta on Friday 
(Reuters photo) 


The Palestinians used the 
occasion to call for an eco- 
nomic embargo against 
Israel, with their top repre- 
sentative, Farouk Kaddoumi. 
urging Muslim countries to 
take “substantive, tangible 
measures” such as cutting 
trade ties with Israel and 
freezing normalisation of 
relations. 

The meeting, which did not 
release a final communique 
to the media, issued a strong 
statement on terrorism and 
defended the international 


image of Islam. 

“We feel that there should 
be a clearer awareness (of the 
difference) between sense- 
less international terrorism 
and the struggle of people to 
achieve their independence ” 
Mr. Alatas told AFP. 

“If in the course of struggle 
for independence people are 
killed, shot at or bombs are 
thrown, it’s different (from) 
this senseless terrorism 
which puts a bomb in an air- 
port or on a plane." he said. 

Mr. Alatas said terrorism 


Hamas holds Gaza rally, vows 


to avenge slain bomb-maker 


KHAN YUNIS (Agencies) — Thousands 
of supporters of the hardline movement 
Hamas gathered Friday in memory of “the 
engineer" — master bomb-maker Yahya 
Ayyash slain a year ago by suspected Israeli 
agents. 

Some 7.000 people took part in the rally 
at this Gaza refugee camp, held with the 
permission of Yasser Arafat's self-rule gov- 
ernment, as Hamas vowed to avenge 
Ayyash's assassination and pursue the 
armed struggle against Israel. 

“Our reaction to the assassination of 
Yahya Ayyash, on the first anniversary of 
this crime, will be severe and painful” 
Hamas said in a statement faxed to news 


organisations. 

“We will deal a severe blow to the Zionist 
state and its army.” said Hamas, acronym 
for the Islamic Resistance Movement. “Our 
strategic choice remains holy war and 
armed resistance.” 

Explaining the absence of major Hamas 
attacks on Israel since the group carried out 
three suicide bombings in February and 
March that killed 45 people, the group said 
its armed wing “has been undergoing a 
period of preparation and renewal of its 
fighting units which were hurt by the 
reprisals of the Zionist state and its collab- 
orators.” 

This was a reference to a vast crackdown 
against militants launched by both Israel 
and the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) since the bombings. 

Hundreds of Hamas activists were arrest- 
ed but most of those held by the 
Palestinians have since been released. 

Friday's rally was organised to mark both 
Ayyash’s slaying on Jan. 5 of this year and 
the ninth anniversary of the group's creation 
on Dec. 14. 19S7, at the start of the intifa- 
da against Israeli occupation. 

Ayyash. known as “the engineer” for his 
bomb-making skills, was killed by a booby- 
rrapped cellular telephone which blew up in 
his face when he answered a phone call, 
presumably from Israeli agents. 

Israel had accused Ayyash of organising a 
spate of Hamas suicide bombings which 
lulled dozens of people. Israel was pre- 
sumed responsible for his slaying, although 
the government never formally confirmed 
its role. 

“We are raising our voice against anyone 
who says that Hamas has lost its power." 
Mahmoud Zahar, a senior political official 
of the group, said in the sprawling refugee 
camp of Khan Yunis. 

“We are not here to fight the Palestinian 
(National ) Authority but we are here to fight 
the Israelis.” he told journalists. “Military 
operations are a horse that we can ride 
whenever we want. Operations are a 
method and not an aim.” 

Hamas, committed to creating a 


Palestinian Islamic state in all of what is 
today Israel and the Palestinian territories, 
is violently opposed to the autonomy agree- 
ments signed by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO> and Israel. 

Hamas represents the biggest opposition 
movement in the territories to the PNA, 
although Mr. Arafat has been seeking in 
recent months to reach a reconciliation with 
the group. 

Friday’s demonstration marked the first 
time the PNA has formally authorised such 
a Hamas rally. 

Israel, meanwhile, stepped up security 
measures to prevent Hamas from trying to 
carry out an attack to coincide with the 
anniversary commemorations. Israel Radio 
reported. 

Security officials told the radio police 
were restricting traffic and parking around 
shalom tower. Tel Aviv’s biggest skyscraper 
and a feared potential target of carbombers. 

Border guards also stepped up patrols and 
checks along the “green line” separating 
Israel and the Palestinian territories, and 
police used roving roadblocks for random 
checks on motorists inside Israel, it said. 

Internal Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani told the radio that the security 
alert was ordered as a precautionary mea- 
sure and not due to any specific threats of 
planned miliranr attacks. 


PFLP pledges more attacks 


In Damascus, another hardline Palestinian 
leader on Friday pledged more attacks on 
Israelis and urged Palestinians 

to launch a fresh uprising against the 
Jewish state. 

George Habash, the 71 -year-old leader of 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP). also said a new political 
alliance would be formed in the West Bank 
and Gaza very soon to wreck the 
Palestinian-Israeli peace deal. 

On Thursday the PFLP, which has strong 
support in the West Bank and Gaza Strips 
claimed responsibility for Wednesday's 
killing of a Jewish settler and her 12-year- 
old son in the West Bank. 

Mr. Habash 's remarks were contained in a 
speech he was ro deliver later on Friday at a 
rally in the Palestinian Yarmouk refugee 
camp near Damascus on the 29th anniver- 
sary of the group's founding. A copy of his 
speech was obtained by Reuters. 

“We pledge to our martyrs that w-e will 
continue our operations and military strug- 
gle against Israel until we succeed in estab- 
lishing an independent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital.” Mr. Habash 
said. 

His group has claimed responsibility for 
numerous attacks against Israelis in Israel 
and South Lebanon in recent years. 


Pope holds talks with Kuwaiti prime minister 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait’s prime minister 
met the Pope at the Vatican 
on Friday for the first time 
since diplomatic relations 
were established with the 
Holy See, the official 
Kuwaiti News Agency 
(KUNA) said. 

Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah dis- 
cussed “ways of strengthen- 
ing friendly ties and bilater- 


al relations in the future” 
during his half hour meeting 
with Pope John Paul. 
KUNA reported. 

The meeting between the 
Pope and the crown prince 
was “the first of its kind 
since establishing official 
diplomatic relations 

between the two sides in 
1969,"* the report added. 

Kuwait is the only Gulf 
Arab state to have diplomat- 
ic ties with the Holv See. 


and the Vatican’s Foreign 
Minister Monsignor Jean 
Louis Tauran. visited the 
country for the first time at 
the end of November. Mr. 
Tauran said he had dis- 
cussed appointing a perma- 
nent representative to 
Kuwait during his visit here 
under the 1969 diplomatic 
ties, but said it remained an 
“open issue.” 


and violence were too often 
equated in Western countries 
with Islam. 

“Don't equate Islam with 
violence because radicalism 
exists in every country... and 
every’ religion,” he said 

The meeting promised to 
support the reconstruction of 
the Muslim-dominated 
southern Philippines but 
failed to offer any concrete 
proposals. 

The governor of the 
Muslim autonomous - region 
in the southern Philippines, 


Nur Misuari, said he was not 
disappointed that the OIC 
had failed to make specific 
funding pledges. 

“I am familiar with the way 
they do things here. I have no 
cause to be disappointed... I 
don’t want to go any further 
because they are still decid- 
ing.” Mr. Misuari said. 

The Afghan conflict 
received high billing, with 
the ministers calling for an 
“intra-Afghan mechanism” 
to solve the conflict between 
the warring factions. 
However, despite intensive 
lobbying, both the Taleban 
militia and Rabbani govern- 
ment delegates failed to 
receive OIC backing, with 
the Afghan seat remaining 
vacant throughout the con- 
ference. 

A group of 20 black-clad 
women activists protesting 
the poor treatment of female 
migrant workers in OIC 
member states was prevented 
by police from demonstrat- 
ing Friday In front of the OIC 
meeting place. 

The ministers elected for- 
mer Moroccan Prime 
Minister Azeddine Laraki to 
replace Niger's Hamid 
Algabid os the group's new 
secretary general. Surinam 
was welcomed" into the OIC 
as the group’s 54th member 
this week. 

The next ministerial meet- 
ing is to be held in Qatar's 
capital. Doha, in March 
1998. 


Peace Now postpones 
Ras Al Amud protest 
after Ramallah attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM- 
(Agencies) — With ten- 
sions running high after the 
kilting of two Jewish set- 
tlers, organisers cancelled a 
planned protest Friday over 
Israel's decision to build 
Jewish homes in the heart 
of Arab East Jerusalem. 

“We felt that the climate 
was not right for the 
demonstration,” said 
Amiram Goldblum, a 
spokesman for the Israeli 
anti-settlement movement 
Peace Now. 

Mr. Goldblum said the 
rally to oppose construction 
of some 1 30 Jewish homes 
in the Ras Al Amud neigh- 
bourhood of Arab East 
Jerusalem would be held at 
a later date that is still to be 
decided. 

The decision to posrpone 
the protest came after sus- 
pected Palestinians shot 
dead an Israeli mother and 
son and wounded five other 
members of the family 
Wednesday in an attack 
near the West Bank settle- 
ment of Beit Al. 

The attack infuriared the 
Israeli settler movement 
and prompted Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to vow that his 
government would step up 
its support for Jewish settle- 
ment in all the “historic 
lands” of Israel. 

The interior ministry’s 
planning commission 
approved on Tuesday the 
plan to build a Jewish quar- 
ter inside the Ras Al Amud 
neighbourhood where 
1 1 .000 Palestinians live. 
They would be the first 
homes build explicitly for 
Jews in the middle of East 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinian leaders have 
warned that if implemented, 
the project would spark vio- 
lence that could be compa- 
rable to that which erupted 
in September after Israel 
opened a new entrance into 
an archaeological tunnel 
near Islamic holy sites in 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinian protests over 
the tunnel turned into the 

worst fighting between 
Israelis and Palestinians 
since 1967. claiming 86 
lives. 

The commission decision 
must still be signed into law 
but the minister charged 
with ruling on the matter, 
Eli Yishai of the ultra-ortho- 
dox Shas Party, has said he 
will consult with Mr. 
Netanyahu before making a 
decision. 

Press reports Wednesday 
said U.S. officials had 


asked Mr. Netanyahu to 
refrain from approving the 
plan immediately so as not 
to worsen the: crisis 1 grip- 
ping the Israeli-Palestinian 
autonomy negotiations. 

Meanwhile, the Jewish 
settler whose wife and son 
were killed Wednesday told 
a senior U.S. diplomat 
Friday that the Clinton 
administration should not 
force Israel to make more 
“concessions” to the 
Palestinians. 

“Tell Mr. Clinton it is 


important ... not to pressure 
Mr. Netanyahu to redeploy 
in Hebron, to turn over land 
to Yasser Arafat,” the set- 
tler, Yoel Tzur. told U.S. 
Consul General Edward 
Abington. who had visited 
the Beit Al settlement north 
of Jerusalem to express his 
condolences. 

“Yasser Arafat is a liar 
and deceiver,” Mr. Tzur told 
Mr. Abington, who is the 
chief liaison between the 
U.S. government and the 
Palestinian National 

Authority. 

Mr. Abington was careful 
to steer clear of politics, 
saying only he had come 
convey his government's 
strong condemnation of 
violence and support for 
continuing Mideast peace 
efforts. 

He later told reporters 
that Wednesday’s shooting 
only strengthened his belief 
that peace talks must con- 
tinue. “I spent 26 years in 
the Middle East working on 
■the peace process. I’ve seen 
many, many violent acts in 
this part of the world. 1 
believe with all my heart 
that the peace process is the 
only way to bring peace for 
all the peoples of the 
region." 

Israeli troops enforce a 
closure of Ramallah for a 
third day Friday, barring 
Palestinians from leaving 
and entering. 

The Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a 
PLO faction opposed to the 
Israeli-Palestinian autono- 
my agreements. has 
claimed responsibility for j 
Wednesday's attack. 
Palestinian police in 
Ramallah aiTested some 30 
PFLP activists in connec- 
tion with the attack. 

Mr. Abington has paid 
condolence visits in the 
past. Last month, he visited 
the family of an 1 1-year-old 
Palestinian boy who was 
beaten to death. A Jewish 
settler has been charged in 
the killing. 


Egypt to boost role 
in peace process in 
defiance of Israel 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
will step up its role in the 
Middle East peace process 
in defiance of Israeli efforts 
to narrow its involvement 
in the deadlocked 
Palestinian track. Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said 
Friday. 

“The role of Egypt will 
continue and expand so as 
to ensure the positions are 
balanced between the 
Palestinians and Israelis 
and that the Palestinian 
side has a fair deal.” he told 


reporters. 

Mr. Musa condemned 
“negative statements” from 
Israeli officials such os 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy. 

Mr. Levy on Thursday 
ruled out an active role for 
Egypt in Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations on Israel's 
long-delayed withdrawal 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

“An Egyptian involve- 
ment in the peace negotia- 
tions ... at a time when we 
have not sealed an accord 
with (Palestinian leader) 
Yasser Arafat, can only 
complicate the talks and set 
a precedent for the future.'' 
Mr. Levy said. 

The foreign minister, 
quoted by Israeli newspa- 
pers, proposed “finding a 
way for Egypt to be able to 
help the negotiations with- 
out becoming an active 
partner as such.” 

“It seems Israel's condi- 
tion for our taking part in 
the peace process is to put 
pressure on the Palestinians 
to accept conditions that are 
against their interest” Mr. 
Musa was quoted as saying 
by the official Middle East 
News Agency on Friday. 

Israel sent Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s pol- 
icy adviser Dore Gold to 
Cairo because “we did not 
want a meeting at the min- 
isterial level so as not allow 
things to get out of our con- 
trol,” said Mr. Levy. 

The Jewish state has 
turned down a shuttle mis- 
sion by Mr. Musa. 

The Egyptian foreign 
minister on Friday also 
ruled out any meetings or 
visits by top officials from 
the two countries until 
Israel adopts “a balanced 


position.” 

Cairo newspapers, mean- 
while. said Egypt would not 
bow to Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu “and his 
clique thought they could 
blackmail and put pressure 
on Egypt” to accept their 
terms for involvement in the 
peace process, said the 
daily Al Akhbar. 

It said Israeli leaders were 
“resorting to comic 
manoeuvres, which verge 
on playing with fire, to 
force Egypt to convince the 
Palestinians to accept 
Israel's aggressive point of 
view” 

The government daily Al 
Ahram said Egypt would 
not allow Israel “to turn the 
clocks back” and unwind 
the peace process. 

On a damage limitation 
mission. Mr. Gold on 
Thursday expressed 

Israel's “appreciation” of 
Egypt's role in the peace 
process, after meeting a 
Foreign Ministry official in 
Cairo. 

“Consultations with 
Egypt have begun and they 
are continuing.” Mr. Gold 
said. “We appreciate the 
assistance of Egypt in 
bringing about understand- 
ing between the parties.” 

Israeli Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Naveh said 
Wednesday that Israel wel- 
comed Mr. Musa if he 
would help ‘‘influence’’ the 
Palestinians. However, he 
said, Israel preferred to 
maintain direct talks with 
the Palestinians with no 
third parties involved. 

He accused Mr. Musa of 
urging the Palestinians to 
adopt harsher positions. 

But President Hosni 
Mubarak said on 
Wednesday that Egypt, the 
first Arab state to make 
peace with Israel in 1979, 
was “the cornerstone of the 


peace process. 

“Let them show us what 
they can do without Egypt,” 
he said angrily. 

U.S.-mediated negotia- 
tions on the long-delayed 
withdrawal from Hebron, 
under 1995 autonomy 
accords, have dragged on 
for more than nine months 
with each side accusing the 
other of blocking agree- 
ment. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. condemns rights violations in Iran 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 52nd session of the General 
Assembly in New York has voted 79 to 30 in favour of 
the United Nations 39th resolution condemning “con- 
tinuing violations of human rights" in Iran, including 
“the high number of executions,” torture, “restrictions 
on the freedom of expressing, thought, opinion and the 
press,” “widespread discrimination against women.” 
“significant toughening of criminal legislation.” and 
the “harassment and persecution” of “writers and 
members of the press” in Iran. The U.N. General 
Assembly deplored “the continuing politically-moti- 
vated violence against “Iranians” "outside Iran and 
called on the mullahs' regime “to refrain from activi- 
ties against members of the Iranian opposition living 
abroad and the harassment of their relatives within 
Iran,” the National Council of Resistance of Iran said i 
in a press release. j 


Turkey: Protection force to be replaced 


ANKARA (AFP) — The multinational force set up 


to protect Iraqi Kurds from Baghdad's troops will 
come to an end on Dec. 31 and be replaced by an air 
surveillance mission. Turkish Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan said. “Iraq’s respect or not of the 
U.N. resolutions will be monitored by an aerial force. 
The mandate of the multinational force is at an end ” 
Mr. Erbakan said at the start of a cabinet meeting. 
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The U.S. -led operation provide comfort was created 
after the Gulf war in 1991 to protect northern Iraqi 


Kurds who fled to the Turkish border en masse to flee 
attacks by troops loyal to Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. Under the operation, U.S.. British and 
French aircraft have been staging military surveil- 
lance missions over northern Iraq" from Incirlik and 
Diyarbakir air bases in southern Turkey. Turkey 
which spearheaded efforts for the mission’s creation 
at the time, later complained that the force was act- 
ing beyond Ankara's control. 


Syrian beheaded for ‘witchcraft’ in S. Arabia 


RIYADH (AP) — A Syrian man was beheaded Friday 
tor practicing witchcraft, an Interior Ministry state- 
ment said. It said Abdul Karim Marei Nashqabandi 
was executed in the Saudi capital of Riyadh after he 
was found guilty of practicing witchcraft and possess- 
ing polytheistic books. Under Saudi Arabia’s strict 
hlamre iavj\ witchcraft carries the death penalty 
Nashqabandi s execution brings to 66 the number of 
people beheaded in Saudi Arabia. Most were executed 
for murder, rape or drug trafficking A total of 197 
people were beheaded in 1995. It’s not known how 
craffi peop e have * ?een execu ted for practicing witch- 



More than 300 may 
benefit from $9 
million will 


SINGAPORE (R) — More 
than 300 people may benefit 
from the Singapore dollars 
($9.3 million ) estate of a sin- 
gaporean businessman who 
died more than 70 years ago, 
the Straits Times newspaper 
reported. The newspaper 
said that when Seah Liang 
Seah died in 1925, his will 
stipulated that his assets 
could not be distributed until 
21 years after the death of 
the last surviving child of the 
then king of England, 
Georee the Fifth. This was 
the duke of Gloucester, who 
died in 1974. The contents of 
the will are not what is being 
argued about in court. The 
problem is. who are the ben- 
eficiaries? Seah is estimated 
to have more than 300 
descendants. For example. 
Singapore's high court must 
rule" whether the beneficia- 
ries include adopted or ille- 
gitimate children, or those 
who have been made bank- 


Woman, 86, spends 
night in dark bank 
vault 


TACOMAfR) — .An 86- 
y ear-old woman who 
stopped by the bank to check 
her safety deposit box spent a 
night in the vault when 
employees forgot about her. 
Doris willis of Tacoma' 
entered the vault at the down- 
town branch of Washington 
Mutual Bank shortly before. 4 
p.m. and was still there at 6 
p.m. When a security guard 
locked the facility. Police, 
contacted by a worried neigh- 
bour, were preparing to 
mobilise a search team when 
guards reopened the vault 
Thursday at 9 a.m. And 
Willis was discovered sitting 
in a chair. “It was darker than 
hades in there,” Willis told 
local radio. ”1 finally found 
the phone, but I didn't know 
how to work the dam phone 
they had there.” She said her 
biggest concern during the 
night had been that her, 
nephew would be concerned 
about lier safety. 


Detective jailed for 
faking Satanic attack 


WELLINGTON (R) — A 
New Zealand fraud squad 
detective was sentenced to 
five years' jail after admit- £ 
ting faking a satanic- attack r 
on himself and burning • 
down his own home to make 
a false insurance claim. 
Brent Gamer, 32, a former 
detective in the north island 
town of Ashursu was, sen- 
tenced in the Palmerston 
north district court. He had 
faced a possible term of up 
to 14 years. The case was 
originally reported as a hor- 
rendous assault on Gamer 
bearing hallmarks of a Satan- 
ic cult. Gamer, who claimed 
a miraculous escape, helped 
police compile a photofit 
picture of the supposed 
assailant. In fact. Gamer on 
Oct. IS spread petrol 
throughout his home and cut 
his back with a scalpel. He 
set a timing device, threw 
petrol over himself, tied a .- 
gag over his mouth and tied 
himself up. After foe house 
was engulfed in fire, garner 
was found nearby, bound 
and gagged, with multiple 
injuries. After 37 days of 
investigation. Gamer admit- 1 
ted he had staged the whole 
affair. He planned to sepa- 
rate from his wife and said 
he wanted to give his family 
a good financial start. ; 


Argentine province 
plans mass wedding 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Ah 
Aigentine province is 
preparing to hold a. mass 
wedding of 468 couples to 
promote family values. The 
Roman Catholic wedding, 
involving some couples.wbo 
have already had children, 
will be held on Saturday in a 
former army base in Buenos 
Aires province. Armounciiig 
the event, the municipality^ 
ot La Matanza said the mass 
wedding was pan of a pro* 
Srtttnme intended' ' •***. 
strengthen the family as the 
basis of values and huin®i 
and social rights.” . I 
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